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“Suction 1. Be if enacted by the General’ Assembly of the State 
of Arkansas, That the governor shall issue his proclamation, 


ordering an election.in all the counties in this state, submitting 


to the people the question of “ convention” or “no convention,” 


-to be held on the eighteenth day.of February, 1861, which elec-  . 


tion shall bè conducted as state elections are now conducted; 


. Provided, That the sheriffs of the several counties shall be- 
required to give but ten days” notice of said election.  " 
Suc. 9. Be it further enacted, That at said election, the peo- 


ple shall also vote for.a delegate or delegates to-said conven- 
tion, and each delegate elected shall be made a special. return- 


ing officer, and shall bring up the certified vote of his. county. 


on the question of convention or no convention, which vote 
from all the counties, shall be opened by the governor, auditor, 
treasurer and. secretary of state, or any: three of them, on the 
second day of March, 1861; and if, on counting the vote of all 
the counties of this state, it shall appear that a majority of all 


the votes cast-are for a convention, then the governor shall 
immediately issue his proclamation, requiring the delegates . 
'. elected as aforesaid to convene in the capitol on the following 


Monday, and organize themselves into- a state convention, by 
the election of a president, and such other officers as may be 


"required, and in case of sickness or any other unavoidable 
cause to prevent any delegate to the. convention from getting | 
to the capital, he shall: have power to send up the returns of 


his county by a special messenger selected by himself. 
. Sec. 3. Beit further enacted, That the delegates, or special 


returning officers, shall be paid mileage at the same rate that ' 
" members of the General Assembly dre paid, to be certified by 
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P — _' CONVENTION ACT. 


"E 


the president of’ the convention, if one bé organized, and if not, 
the auditor is required to issue his warrant for the same, taking 
the mileage accounts of the members of the General Assembly 


as a guide to regulate the amount to which ihe delegate, or 


delegates, coming from the same county, may be entitled. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That the officers and members 
of said convention, if it shall be organized, shall be paid the 
same per diem pay that the officers and members of this Gene- 
ral Assembly. are paid; their accounts therefor to be certified 
by the president of the convention, and the secretary shall cer- 
tify the aecount of the president. 


Sec. 5: Be it further enacted, That each county in this state | 


shall be entitled to elect as many delegates to said convention 
as itis now entitled to members in the lower branch of the 
. General Assembly, and the qualifications for.a delegate shall 
be the same ag now required for a member of the House of 
Representatives. 


SEC. 6. Be it further enacted, That fifty members of said. 


convention shall be necessary to constitute a quorum to trans- 
act business. 

Sic. 7. Be it further} enacted, That if any.seát in the con- 
vention; hereby provided for, be contested, the convention shall 
have power to determine such contest, as the General Assembly 


has to determine contests for seats in ‘either house, in the man- 


ner now prescribed by law. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That upon the organization of 
said convention, it.shall take into consideration the condition 
- ef political affairs, and: determine what course the State of 
Arkansas shall take in the present political crisis. 

‘Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That a sufficient amount of 


money be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of the state - 


treasury to pay the necessary expenses of said convention, 
.  f&hould one be held. 
. xc. 10. Be it further énactat; Tliat this act shall take effect 
and be in force from its passage. 
Abproveo, January 15th, 186]. — 


bul 


PROCLAMATION. 
BY | 


THE GOVERNOR. 


STATE OF ARKANSAS. - 


To the Delegates elected to the State Convention, 


" * 


in said State— Gnxerwe: . 


; Viis, The General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, | 
on the 15th day of January, 1861, passed an act entitled “ An 


act to provide for a State Convention," to be held in the capi- 


. tol, on the 4th of March, 1861; provided, à majority of all the 


* 
we 


votes cast on the 18th. day. of February, 1861, the day of elec- 


tion designated by said act, should. he for à convention; And 


whereas, in pursuance of said act, and a‘ proclamation of the - 


governor, issued to the’ sheriffs of the several counties in this 


State, on the 16th day of January, 1861, said election was held ' 


on the 18th day of February, 18615 And whereas, it appears 
upon counting the votes cast, that a majority of eleven thou- 
sand, five hundred arid eighty-six are “for convention." 
Therefore, I, Henry M. Reeroz, Governor, in virtue óf autho- 
rity in me vested by said act, authorize and direct said delegates 
elected for the several counties, to assemble in convention at 


the capitol, on the 4th day of March, 1861, for the objects and: 
purposes, by said act of the General Assembly, intended.  . 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and .. 
[ . &] caused the seal of the State of Arkansas to be affixed 


at Little Rock, this 2d day of March, A. D. 1861. 
HENRY M. RECTOR. 
By the Governor; 
_ Jonn I. Sriman, Secretary of State. ^g 
 ByO: R; iua ui y Secretary. T Staite. 
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THE CONVENTION. | 
. X gu ‘ ` EET pue Y Oe a 
OF THE 


STATE OF ARKANSAS. 


Méóxias, March "n 1861. 

This being the. day í fixed by the legislature: of the State of | 
Arkansas, and pursuant to the proclamation of the. governor, 
issued on the 2d day of March, 1861, a quorum of said State 
Conyention appearing in the representative hall, in ‘the state 


house, Mr. A. W. Hobsón called the convention. to order. - 


Mr. Jesse Turner, of Crawford aout was ‘called to the. 
chair as president pro tem. aa MEC MN 
On motion of Mr. Stillwell, Rev. George Platténburg opened 

the session of the convention with ‘prayer: 
On motion of Mr. Stillwell, Mr. E. €. Pongan was appointed 


‘secretary pro tém. of the convention. 


es Carrigan offered the following © : 
RESOLUTION: ^ 
Resolved, That, the Secretary of State. be €—Ü to jn 


"before the convention: an abstraet of the returns.to his office of 


the election for delegates held on the 18th of February, show- 
ing the number of votes cast in each county for. each candidate 
for delegate. ER 


. Which was adopted. 97 Rm oe 


ae 
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Mr. Yell offered the following — — ou | 
“RESOLUTION, ^ | 
Resolved; That reporters desirous to take reports for newspa- 
pers, be permitted to take seats within the bar. ! -. 
Which was adopted. ' l 
On motion of Mr. Stillwell, the following list of delegates 
elected to the convention, was read by the secretary pro tem., 
the same having been furnished by the secretary of state: 
From the county of Arkansas, James L. Totten. 
From the county of Ashley, M. L. Hawkins. 
From the county of Benton, A. W. Dinsmore and H. Jackson. 
‘From the county of Bradley, Josiah Gould. 
From the ‘county of Carroll, W. W. Watkins and B. H. 
Hobbs. 
From the county of Clark, H. Flanagin. 
` From the county: of Calhoun, P. H. Echols. 
From the county of Columbia, G. P. Smoote and I. C. Wal- 
lace. . | 
: From the couhty of Conway, S. J. Stallings. 
_ From the county of Chicot, Isaac Hilliard. — 
From the county of Craighead. m on 
. From the county of Crittenden, Thos. B. Bradley. 
From the county of Crawford, H. F. Thomason and Jesse 
Turner. 20d 
From the county of Dallas, Robt. T. Fuller. 
From the county of Desha, J. P. Johnson. 
From the county of Drew, W. F..Slemons and J. A. Rhodes. 
From the county of Franklin; W. Ww. Mansfield. 
From the county of Fulton, 8. W. Cochran. - 
From the county of Greene, J. W. Bush. 
. From the ‘cotnty of Hempstead, A, H. Carrigan a and R.K. 
Garland. 
From thé county of Hot Spring, Jos. J ester. 
- ` From the county of Independence, M. S. ‘Kennard, U. E. Fort 
and F. W. Desha. . d 
From the county of Izard, A. “Adams, So 
.. : From the county of. Jackson, J. H. Patterson.) . 


$ 
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. From the'county of Jefferson, J. Yell and W.P. Grace. >. 
From the county: of Johnson, F. I- Batson and W. wW. Floyd. 
From the county of Lafayette, W. P. Cryer. — 

From the county of. Lawrence, M: D. Baber and S. Robinson. - 
' From the’ county of Marion, Thos. F.. Austin.  : l 

_ From the ‘county of Madison, I. Murphy and H. H. Bolinger. 
From the county of Monroe, W. M. Mayo."  " . | 
From the.county of Montgomery, A; M. Clingman. - 
From the eounty of Mississippi, F. R. Lanier. 

From the county of Newton, I. Dodson. 

_ From the county of Ouachita, A. W. Hobson. 

From the county of Pike, S. Kelley. — | 
-From the county of Polk, Archibald Ray. 

From the county of Perry, L. D. Hall. . 

From the county of Pope, Wm. Stout. 

From the county-of Poinsett, H. W. Williams. 
From the county of Pulaski, A. H. Garland. and J. Stillwell! .: 
From the county of Phillips, T. B. Hanly and C.W. Adams. ; 
From the county of Prairie, B. C. Totten. | 
From the county of Randolph, J. W. Crensháw. 

From the county of Saline, J. M. Smith. 

From the mue of Sebastian, W. ES Fishback and S. L. 

Griffith, 

‘From the nee of Scott, E. T. Walker. l 
From the county of Sevier, B. S. Hawkins and J. S. Dollar- 
hide. AER 
From the: county. of ‘St. Francis, J N. Shelton and G. W. | 

Laughinghouse. | 
‘From the county of Searcy, John Campbell. | E 
` From the county | of Union, H. Bussey and W. V: Tatum. .- 
From the county of Van Buren, J. H. Patterson, 

. From the-county of Washington, D. Walker, J. H. ‘Stirman, 

.. J.P. A. Parks and T. M. Gunter. 

` From ‘the county of White, Jesse. N. Grou i 
- From .the county of Yell, W. H. Spivey. 


I, John I. Stirman, secretary of state, do- hereby: cértfy that `. 
the above. ud foregoing ne of delegates, elected to the 9 con- 
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vention, is a correct.copy from the original abstract on di in 


my office. 
| JOHN I. STIRMAN, 
Secretary of State. 
Sate E S etam March. 4, 1861. - 
N. B.—The following persons, namely, B. W. Cochran and 


. S. H. Wren received 222 votes each, in the county of Fulton. 

On motion of Mr. Echols, Mr. 8. S. Boone was appointed 

doot keeper pro tem. 2 'and instructed to pro ovide seats for the 
delegates. | ` 

Mr. Yell moved that E — of EE be requested to 

- amend the returns so as to show who was the returning officer 
of Fulton county. 

Mr. Floyd presented a. certificate of S. W. Davis, M. V. Sha- 
ver, and R. C. Simonton, stating that S S. W. Cochran was a 
candidate for delegate to this convention ‘from Fulton county, 
upon the convention tieket, and that 8. H. .Wren was a candi- 
date in the same county upon the ‘anti-convention ticket; that 
there was a majority of votes cast in said county for a conven- 
tion, and therefore the signers of said certificate, who compared 
the votes given in said county, appointed f S. W. Cochran return- 

' ing officer from said county. m 

Which. certificate was received by. Mr. Yen as a substitute 
for his motion. — 

Mr. Kelley moved that the further consider ation of said certi- 
ficate be postponed until the convention should be permanent! y 
organized; which motion pr evailed. 

_ Mr. President pro tem: then announcett. that nominations for 
president of tHe convention were in order. ` 

: Whereupon Mr. Bradley nominate David Walker, of Wash- 
ington county. 

Mr. Hill nominated B. C. Totten, of Prairie coude 

"There being no further nominations, the roll was called. 

Those délegates who- voted for Mr. Walker, were 

Mess rs. Adams of Izard, Austin, Baber, Bolinger, Bradley, 
Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, 
Fishback, Fort, ` ‘Garland of Hempstead, Garland of: Pulaski, 

“Griffith, pay Hobbs, nud Jackson, Jj ester, Kelley, d 
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nard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patter ‘son of Van Buren; ‘Smith, 
Spivey, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout; Thomason, Totten 
of Praitie, Turner, Walker of Scott, Watkins. and Williams—40: 
Those delegates who voted for B: C. atten, were . 
Messrs. Adams of Phillips: Batson, Bussey, Clingman, Coch- 
ran, Crenshaw, Cryer, Dollarhide; : ‘Echols, "Flanagin, Floyd, 
Fuller, Gould, Grace, Hanly, ‘Hawkins of Ashley; Hawkins of 
Sevier, Hill, ‘Hilliard, Johnson; Lanier, Laughinghouse, Mayo, 
Patterson of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slem- 
ons, Smooie, Tatum, Totten of Arkansas, Walker of ae il 
ington, Wallace and. Yell—35. . E à is 
Mr. President pro tem, then announced. that Mr. Walker 
having received a majority of all the votes cast, was d and 
legally elected President of :the Convention. 
. |Duriag the balloting, at the calling of Fulton county, exéép- 
tions were taken by Mr. Fishback to. the. vote of the eae 
claiming to represent Said county. 
|Mr. Garland. of Pulaski, nioved that. ihe. vote cast. by said 
d flegate , (Mr. ren be pue which manoi after dehet, 
Mis withdrawn. 2 d z 
Messrs. Totten of Praizia, Paisoti aiid Watkins, were. iken 
appointed by the President pro‘tém., to conduct the President 
to the chair; who, after a few brief and Papproprinte M 
entered upon the discharge of his duties, . 
Mr. President announced that nominations for seqretary were 
_in order.. te 
Mr. Thomason nominated K. C. Boudinot. . 
There being no other nominations, Mr. Adams of Phillips, ) 
` moved that the vote be taken by acclamation, which motion 
prevailed, and. Mr: Boudinot was elected secretary by acclama- : 
tion. ` 
Mr. President then anhounced that nominations for assistant 
secretary were in order; whereupon: . 
- Mr. Echols nominated Mr. H. C. Collier, of. Jéfferson county. m 
Mr. Robinson: nothinated My. 3. Be pon of Lawrence : 
county. | 
Mr. Kslley See. Mr. 1. P. eee of Pulaski nuno 
Mr. Batson nominated Mr. A. D. King, of Johnson iin 


* 
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Mr. Thomason meved that the candidate receiving the small- 
est vote should be stricken from the list of candidates until an 
election should be had, which motion prevailed. 

There being no farther nominations the roll-was called. 
.Those delegates who votéd for Mr. Collier, were _ | 
Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Cryer, “Echols, Fuller, Gould, 
Grace, Hanly; Hawkins of Ashley,. Hawkins of Sevier, Hill- 
iard, Johnson, Lanier, Laughinghouse, Mayo, Patterson of 
Jackson, Rhodes, Shelton, Slemons, Totten of Arkansas, Tot- 

ten of Prairie and Yell—21. | 

Those delegates who voted for Mr. Arendale, were 

Messrs. Adams of Izard, Baber, Bush, Crenshaw, Desha, Fort, 
Hobbs, Kennard, Robinson, Walker of. Scott and Williams—11. 

Those delegates who voted for Mr. Jones, were . 

. Messrs.. Austin, Bolinger, Bradley, Campbell, Carrigan» 
‘Cypert, Dinsmore, Dodson, Fishback, Garland of Hempstead, 
Garland of Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hobson, Jackson, Jester, 
Hill, Kelley, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Smith, Spivey, Stallings, 
Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Turner and Watkins—30. 

"Those delegates who voted for Mr. King, were 

Messrs. Batson, Bussey, Clingman, Cochran, Dollarhide, Flan- 
agin, Floyd, Pattergon of Van. Buren, Ray, Smoote, Tatum 
and Wallace—12. |. 

No candidate having received a majority: of all the votes | 
. east, Mr. President announced that there was.no election, and 
the Convention proceeded to a second ballot. 

The name of Mr. Arendale' ‘was stricken from the list of 
candidates under the resolution previously adopted. 

On second ballot, Mr. Collier received 29 votes. 

o u 6. ki Jones : 12208 38 €. 

° 66 & - e King * a- vi e 

Mr. President then announced that Jno: P. Jones: having | 


' received a majority of all the votes cast, was- duly elected 
: assistant secretary. 


Mr. President. then announced that. nominations for door 
; keeper were in. order, Whereupon Mr. Rey.r nominated J. ©. 
, Henderson. Co . E la l 
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Mr. Adams of TER nominated. Wm. Hammond. 

Mr. Grace nominated S; Ss. Boone. - 

Mr. Fleyd nominated H. J acobi.. . 

' There being no further nominations, the roll: was called; 

Those delegates who- voted for Mr. Henderson, were 

Messrs. Adams ot Phillips, Bussey, Clingman, Cochran, Cren- 
shaw; Dollarhide, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of 
Sevier, Lanier, Laughinghouse, Mayo, Ray, ir Totten of 3 
Arkansas and Wallace—16. | ^. - 

: Those delegates who voted for Mr. Halimosd were 

Messrs. Adams of Izard, Austin, Baber, Bolinger, Bush, 
Campbell, Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, - Dinsmore; Dodson, Fish- 
back, Flanagin, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, Garland of _ 
Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hobbs, Hobson, Jackson, Jester, Kelly,. 
Kennard, Mansfield, Murpby, Parks, Patterson of Van Buren, 
Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Turion 
ve Watkins and Williams—28. : 

. Those delegates who voted for Mr. Boone, Were. 

. Messrs.: Cryer, Echols, Fuller, Grace, Hilliard, Johnson; E 
Patterson of Jackson, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, 
'Smoote, Totten of Prair irie and Yell—15. | | 

Those delegates who voted for Mr. Jacobi, were _ 

Messrs. Batson, Floyd, Gould and Hill—4, - 

Mr.. President announced that Mr. Hammond having raava l 
a majority. of all the votes cast, was duly elected door keeper , 
of the Convention. 

Mr, Floyd moved that the scoretáry be instructed to supply 
the delegates. with necessary stationery, which motion. pre- 
valed. Ss D. xit p wn. s 

Mr.  Henly offered the following. l | 


. RESOLUTION: 


Resolved,. That a committee of five be appointed by the chair 
to prepare and tender to this Convention, a code of rules for 
the government of the proceedings and deliberations thereof, 
and that such committee be instructed to report at. the earliest 
day possible. -- , oe 

Which was; adopted. . HE re ee ee 


ü 
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ES Kelley offered. the following — ~ 


_ RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, That the ministers of the gospel resident in this 
city, be requested to open the sessions of this Convention by 
' prayer each morting; and that a committee of three be ap- 


pointed by the Pr esident, to confer with such ministers, and 
report to the convention. 


Which resolution was. adopted. - 

Mr. Johnson moved that the Convention then proceed to the 
election of a page. 

. Mr. Gould moved to amend by authorizing the President to 
appoint such page, and thereupon Mr. President appointed 
master W. N. Slack. 

| Mr. Garland. of Pulaski, offered the following. 


RESOLUTION: 


[o E) That tlie President be hereby authorises to appoint 
a committee on resolutions, a committee on federal relations, 
and a.committee on elections, to be composed of such number 


as he may designate, € report ih to the convention at our 
next meeting: ' 


Which motion Mr. Garland, at the ; sugg gestion of Mr. Yell, 
withdrew for the present. ` = 
On motion of Mr. Floyd, the convention adjourned until 10 
0 clock to-morrow morning. 
| DAVID: WALKER, 
*  — President. 


TUESDAY, March 5th, 1861. 
Convention met pursuant to adjournment, 
Prayer by Rev. T. Welch. . 
Roll called. 


PRESENT: 


| Me essra. Adams of Izard, Adams of Pils Anais Beber, 


2 ‘THE CO NVENTION. | | d$ | 


Cines. i d. Cochran, Cryer: ‘Oypeit, Dish. fies 
Dodson, Dollarhide; Echols, Fishback, ; Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Ful- 
ler,. Garland of. Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Grace 
Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, | Hawkins of Ashley; Hawkins of Sevier, 
Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, J acksón, Jester, Johnson, Kelley, 
Kennard, Lanier, Laughinghouse, Man sfield, Mayo, “Murphy, 
Parks, Patterson, of Jackson, Patterson of. Van Buren, Ray, 
'Rhodes,. Robinson, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, “Still: 
well, Stirman; Stout, Tatum, ‘Thomason, Totten of Arkansas, 
Totten of ‘Prairie, Turner, Walker, Wallace; Watkins, Wil- 
liams, Yell and Mr. President—72. uM 

The journal of yesterday was read, approved. ed signed. 

“Mr. Hill asked. and obtained leave of absence for Mr. P 
on account of indispoiition. 

In accordance to a resolution introduced. yesterday x Mr. 
Kelley, requesting the President to áppoint a committee to eon- 
fer with the resident ministers of the gospel, . Mr. President - 
thereupon announced Messrs. Kelley, Stillwell and: Stout, such 
committee. ^ . t E 

Mr. President also appointed Messrs. Honly, Tioga 
Totten of Prairie, Murphy and Carrigan, a committee te draft 
“rules for the government of the [rana 5nd deliberations 
of this Convention. : 

Mr. Garland of Pilaski, introduced the following. 


` RESOLUTION: gig "4 


— Resolved, Thàt me President of tlie Uara forthwith 
appoint a committee on resolutions, consisting of fife delegates, 
a-committeé on elections consisting’ of five delegates, and a 
committee on federal relations consisting of thirteen: Helpesicn: 


. Mr. Mansfield offered to amend as. follows:.- 


Resolved, That a committee’ of thirteen, to. bs styli the 
committee on the state governnient, be appointed by the Presi- 


dent, to whom: shall be referred, and who shall,consider and ^ 


report upon all matters ‘involving the peace, security and wel- | 
fare of the péople of ‘Arkansas, só far as the same depend upon 
. the action of their state; government, and-who shall especially ` 
| consider and re port upon the POR and wants of the- people . 


y 
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in the event. that: they should determine - ‘to assume a position 


of independent sovereignty. - . 
Mr. Garland of Hempstead, moved to lay the amendment on 
the table. . 
.. Mr. Thomason moved to adopt the original resolution, which 
motion the President stated to be out of order. 

Mr. Mansfield then withdrew his amendment. . 

Mr. Thomason moved the adoption of the resolution: 

Mr. Carrigan asked that the door keeper be instructed to 
preserve order in the galleries, and Mr. President instructed 
him accordingly. 

Mr. Yell moved that the Convention adjourn until fo-morrow 
morning 10 o 'elock, which motion was lost on ston 

Mr. Grace offered the following resolution as\a substitute for 
the resolution offered by Mr.- Garland of Pulaski.. 

Resolved, That a committee of thirteen be appointed by the 
President, with instructions to report to this Convention, an 


ordinance of secession of the State of Arkansas from the Federal 
Union; and that they report at the earliest practicable moment. 


Mr. Carrigan moved to postpone the resolution indefinitely. 

Mr. Gould moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 10 
o "clock. 

On which motion, Mr. Johnson called for the.yeas and nays, 
which call was sustained and ordered, with the following result: 

Yzas-—Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Batson, Bussey, Clingman, 


Cochran, Crenshaw, Cryer, Dollarhide, Echols, Flanagin, Floyd, 


Fuller, Gould, Grace, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of 
Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier, Laughinghouse, Mayo, 


Patterson ef Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slem-. 


ons, Smoote, Stirman, Tatum, ‘Totten of Arkansas, Totten of 
Prairie, Wallace and Yell—36. 
Nays—Messrs.. Adams of Izard, Austin, Baber, Bolinger, 
Bradley, Bush, Campbell, Carrigan,. Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, 
Dodson, Fishback, Fort, Garland of Hemptsead, Garland of 


Pulaski; Griffith, Gunter, Hobbs, Hobson , Jackson, Jester, Kelley, c 


Kennard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Van Buren, 
Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stout, Thomason, Turner, Walker, 
Watkins, Williams and Mr. President—38. 


‘THE CONVENTION. | l7 


So the motion did: not. providi. . pur ] 

Mr. "President stated the question to be on laying the resolu- 
tion offered by Mr.. Grace on the table. 

After considerable debate, and the reading of the TA 
for information, Mr. Garland ‘of ‘Henipstead, moved’ the. pre- 
vious question; pending the discussion” of which, Mr. Garland i 
withdrew the motion ,and Mr. Tatum moved that the Conven- | 
tion adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning—Mr. ‘Grace 
having the. floor—which motion pm and the Convention 
adjourned. l jg ye E 

DAVID WALKER, 
D jeg aeu d ul P esident, 


* 


* 


| | “Watwnspay, March bth, 1861. | 
Garono met pursuant to. adjournment. 
Preyer by Elder George Ma UM 

Roll called, ` 


n 
E 


PRESENTI. pr 


Messrs. ree of iari, Adams of Phillips, Küstin; ‘Baber, 
Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Catrigan;. 
Clingman, Cochran, Crenshaw, Cryér, Cypert, Desha, Dins- - 
more; Dodson, Dollarhide, Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, 
Fort, Fuller, Garland of ‘Hempstead, ‘Garland of Pulaski; Gould, 
Grace, Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, ‘Hawkins. of Ashley, Hawkins of 
Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, Jackson, Jester, J ohnson, 
Kelley, . Kennard, Lanier, Laughinghouse, . Mansfield, Mayo, 
Murphy, Parks, Patterson.of Jackson, Patterson of Van Buren, 
. Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Siemons, Sinith, ,Snioot, Stall- 
ings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Tatum, Thomason, Totten’ of 
Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, Turner, an Wallace, Wat- | 
kins, Williams, Yell ànd Mt. President—73. . 
E ournal of ‘yesterday, read, approved. and det. 


2 
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Mr. President. presented. to. the Convention: the following 
letter: 
Br Rocx, March 4th, 1861. 


To the Hon. Dav Ninus. President 
of the Convention of the people of Arkansas: 


^ Sr—I herewith subinit, for your inspection, my credentials, - 


evidencing my appointment as commissioner, from the.Conven- 
tion of the people of South Carolina, to- the Convention over 
which you preside; 

In obedience to my instructions, I present through. you, to 
‘the Convention of the people of. Arkansas, a certified copy of 
.*-The Ordinance of Secession;" passed by the Corfventien of 
my state, on the 20th of December last, a “ Declaration of the 
immediate catises which induced and justified that Ordinance;" 
“The Address of the’ people of South Carolina, assembled in 
. Convention, to the people of the slaveholding States of the 
United States,” and the * Report and Resolutions from the com- 
mittee on relations with the slaveholding states, providing for 
commissioners to such states, adopted in Convention, Monday, 
December 31, 1860.” 
— "The last fully discloses and exhibits the object of my mission. 

1 have the honor, sir, to remain most respectfully - 
- Your obedient serv't.,: 

A. C. SPAIN, Com’ Tey. 
from South Carolina. 


2 


|» AM the £ same time, Mr. President — M to the Convention 
. the following commission, referred to in the -— letter both 
of which were read: 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 


` Wurrnas, Albertus C. Spain, has been duly elected by a vote 
. of the Convention of the pecple of the State of South Carolina, 
to actas a commissioner. to.the Convention of the people of 
the State of Arkansas, and the said Convention of the people 
of the State: of South Carolina, has ordered the governor of 
. said state; to commission the said Albertus C. Spain. Now, 
therefore, I do heréby commission you, the said Albertus C. 


Spain, to act as a Commissioner from. the State of South Caro- . 


lina, in Convehtion: assembled, to the State of Arkansas; in 
Convention. assembled, to confer upon the subjects entrusted to 
your charge. `- 

Witness: His Excellency; Tana w. Piccens, Governor and 


Commander-in-chíef of the said state, this Ist day of January, in. 


vo thg year ofi our Lord, one: ‘thousand, SEPT hundred and sixty- 


4 : d 
F a 


i] 


| 
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one; and the eighty-fifth: year of the sovereign and: indepen- 3 


dence of tho State of South Carolina. a 
: ier ud W. ‘PICKENS. 
[Seal j By the Governor: EE. 
| Jawss-À. Durrus, ^ 75 
Deputy Secretary of State: 


Mr. President also presented, at the same time, a certified ` 


copy of the’ ordinance to dissolve the-unión between the State 
of South Carolina and other states united with her under the 


compact, entitled the “ Constitution. of the United States of. 


America,” also, printed copiés of a “ Declaration of the imme-. 
diate causes. which’ induce and justify the secession of South 
Carolina from! the Federal Union, and the Otdinance- of Seces- 


* 
“ 


sion;’ “The Report dnd Resolutions from the committee of - 


the. Convention of South Carolina; on-relations with: the slave- 


holding states, providing: for coinmissioners ‘to such -states,. 
adopted in said Convention, "Monday, Deceriber- 21st, 1860,” - 


and“ The address of. the people of South Carolina, assembled 


in Convention, to the people of the slavehoMing. states of the. 


United States." . 
. All of which,. upon motin, were ordered to remain on file 
with the papers of the Convention. E 


-Mr.-Hanly moved that the commissioner. from South. Gane 


be permitted to.take a seat within the bar of the Convention; 
' which motion prevailed, and. 

Messrs. Hanly, Garland of Pulaski, and 'Stirman, ` were 
appointed a committee to wait upon ‘said. commissioner, and 
apprisè him of the action of: the convention in this. behalf. - 

Mr.. President also presented to the- convention the. following 
letter: "I ET S x^ 

| mma Roar; March atli, 1861: 
Hon: Davi Warren: . 


Sin—-I herewith transmit to you my. ERA as Com- ' 


‘missioner from the, State of Georgia to the State of " Arkansas; - 


also, certain resolutions, adopted by thé people of Georgia, in 
Convention assembled; ss to the right ‘and duty of -Georgia to 


secede from the Union; and her policy. after so doing towards 


certain other states; to sj together with. an ordinance: to dissolve 
the Union between the State of Géérgia ‘anil other ‘states once 
united with her under a one of ones entitled ' “ The 


E 
es 3 E 
* 

E 
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Constitution of the United States-of America”— —*A reSolution 
of the Convention of Georgia, appointing commissioners to 
certain other states, for the purposes therein indicated.” All of 
which, in ohedience to the command of the State of Georgia, 
I submit through you to the Convention of the people of Arkan- 
sas. 


` Respectfully, - 


D. É HILL, Com? LE 
- froni the ` State ‘of Georgia. 


^ Which letter, t together with the following commission, refer- 
red to therein, ` was read to the convention: 


STATE OF GEORGIA. 


WsEREAS, The. people of- Geor gia, in Convention assembled, 
have authorized the, appointment of a Commissioner to the . 
States of Délaware, Maryland, Virginia, "Tennessee, North - 
Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri: and Arkansas, ‘to ‘present to -the 
legislatures, or conventions, or in the event neither shall be in 
session, to the governors of. said states, the ordinance of the 
secession of Georgia, and to invite their co-operation with her 
and other séceding states in the formation of a Southern Con- 
federacy: 

Be it therefore: known, that I, the President of. said Conven- 
tion, do hereby appoint D. P. Hill, as Commissioner to the State 
of Arkansas, then and there to act in conformity to said reso- 
lution., 

. In witness whereof, 1, George W. Crawford, have hereto set 
my hand, this 29th day. of January, 1861. 


GEO. W. CRAWF ORD, . 
President. 


ate 


Attest: 
. A. R Lamar, Secretary. 


4 


The other papers presented with said. commission, and refer- 
red to in the letter of said commissioner: from Georgia, were, 
upon motion, ordered to be placed on file with the other papers 
of. the convention. l Dj 

Mr. Johnson moved that Mr, Hill, as ‘Commissioner from Geor- 
gia, be permitted to take a seat within - the bar of the conven- 
tion, which motion prevailed, and upon motion, 

Mr. President appointed Messrs. Johnson, Yell, and Patterson 
of Jackson, a committee to wait i upon Mr. Hill, and inform him 
of the action of the convention in this behalf. — 


Li 


ê 


e © BE 


Mr. Haly, 1 T the commitice o raft rules présente the 
following’ 


A 
Tan 


Mr. Pra Metern dE NE 


The committee to whith; was iene the’ diy of fede. 
ing a code of tules- for this convention have had tlie ‘subject . 
under advisément, and-instruct me to oe ‘the result. of their 
deliberations on the subject. 

Your committee have . prepared, “and instruct mie to tender 
herewith, a eode of rules which they think ‘will ‘be found to 
answer the ends intended. The: ‘convention. will observe that 
their committee have had. an eye in ‘the frame of-rules submit- 
ted to simplicity ‘and. perspicuity, feeling unwilling: to -trammel: 
the officers or the convention with unnecessary’ restrictions or 
rules, which in any-way may conduce to stifle: investigation, and 
freé discussion of the great questions likely fo arise during. the 
deliberations:of this convention. NL 

Your committée desire also to say.that the ules prepared are ` 
submitted with the unanimous approval of their entire body, 
and beg leave to recommend that as few amendments be made 
by the convention as may be, feeling assured, as your‘commit- 
tee are, that efforts to amend, to any. considerable- extent, will 
result in deranging the entire code as. proposed, all of which is 
respectfully submitted, and your comitüittee ask to be discharged 
from further duties in the preme aum 

Z | HANLY,, Chairman. 

. Which was ; read ‘and received. . 

Mr. Fishback moved. to amend the first sane of the third 
rule, by striking out the words; “ the President: may. speak to 
points of. order in. preference to other members," and inserting, 
“ the President shall.decide questions of. ora without debate, 
subject to appeal to the convention,” : 


After the reading of the report of Mr. Haya as chairman of 


- the above named committee, Mr: Fishback moved that the rules 


governing the General | Assombly be adopted, while the 3 report 
is under- consideration. : | 
Mr.:President decided “the motion. out of order, but leave 


being granted; Mr. Fishback renewed his motion, which was, 


carried. .: B ; 
Mr. Eishback also T to un the 20th rule, : as repor- 
ted by said: committee, by striking out. the words, *' and a call’ 


of the previous question shall not be allowed in this convention," 
3 i ns eo i f D y So D [ l c UA d 
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and inserting, « tand the previous quéation may be: called and 
decided by a. vote of the convention, without debate; Provided, 


It shall not be put unless called for by ten members; Provided, . 


also; That such previous question shall apply only to incidental 
questions, and not to the main question.” _ 


. Mr. Garland of Hempstead, moved tó amend the 35th rule, 


y striking. out the words, “ the business of the convention 
shall be suspended until those absent are brought in," and 
inserting in lieu thereof, e on the call of the house the business 
then pending, shall be suspended for one hour,’ and the absent 


menibers sent for, at the end of which time the roll shall: again 


"be called, the absent members noted, and the büsiness suspen- 
ded, upon the call, shall progress, if it appear that a quorum be 
present; Provided, however, That’ should the absent mémbers 
appear sooner, the business then pending shall progress, before 
the expiration of the time.” ` 

. Which three amendments: were | severally accepted, and the 
report, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. Floyd moved that the code of rules adopted be engrossed, 
and that:200 copies be printed. for the use of. the convention; 
. which motion prevailed. - 

Mr. Garland. asked and obtained leave to withdraw the reso- 
. lution offered by | him on yesterday, relative to appointing three 
committees. 

` Mr. Grace then withdrew the substitute for said resolution, 
offered by him on yesterday. - 
| Mr. Stillwell offered the following 


RESOLUTION: 


` Resolved, That the President appoint a  sergeant-at-arms, in 
‘accordance with the rules. 


^. Which resolution was adopted, and Mr. President thereupon 
appointed Mr. T. J. Hampton, as such sergeani-at-arme, 
E Batson offered the following | 


RESOLUTION: SENS 
Bésoloed; That all ordinances which may be passed, and such 


resolutions as may be adopted by the e convention, i in relation” ‘to 


I 
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tiem state. of the mM— shall be enrolled, and that the sec- 
retary be required to have the samé done in a Proper manna 


Which;resolution. wag, adopted, ~. 

Mr. Floyd moved. to, adjourn, but by request: withdrew the: 
motion. l T 

. Mr. Batson. moved. that the President’ ia an engrossing E 
and enrolling clerk, but. ‘objections being made, withdrew the 
same.’ re MTM 

. Mr. Turner offered the following ` s 

Tan RESOLUTION: 


— Resolved, "That the President do now. appoint a committee on 
elections, and that such committee be instructed to report at 
the earliest hour practicable, upon s election. of members of 
this convention. 


. Which was adopted, and Mr. President derenn appointed 
Messrs. Kenn ard, Hue Testen Bash a m m such commit- 
tee. 

On motion of Mr Floyd, ‘the. ‘convention ajourned until ` 
to- morrow morning at 10 o "clock. 2? 

“DAVID WALKER, 
| Presidènt. 


Th ey 


l aa Match Tí, 1861. 
Convention met pursuant to adjonrament, - 
- Prayer by the Rev. Mr, Pipniey 
Boll called. ` 


- * 
| *- ti 


d 2 Taun | i 
Messrs. Adams of Izard, Adams of Phillips, ‘justin, Baber, 
Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, 
l Clingman; Cochran, Crenshaw, Cryer} Oypert, Desha, Dinsmore, 
‘Dodson; Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Gar- 
land of. M a Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Grace, Griffith, 


à 


94 | JÓUNAL OF. 


Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins df Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier; Hill, | 
Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, J: ackson, Jester, J ohnson, Kelley, Ken- 
nard, Lanier, Laughinghouse;: Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, Parks, 
Patterson of Jackson, Patterson of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Still- 
well, Stirman, Stout, Tatum, Thomason, Totten: of Arkansas, 
Totten. of Prairie, Turner, Walker, Wallace, Watkins, Wil- 
liams, Yell, and Mr. President—73. 

The journal of yesterday was read, ‘approved aüd signed. 

Mr. Kennard, from the committee on elections, BTEOIBISN by 
the President yesterday, '"niade the following "AN 


$e ; RE OR T: 
“4 
Mr. Preswenr— | l 
Your ‘committee on elections ‘respectfully report that 

they have examined the official refurns of the: votes cast fer 
delegates to this Convention, in each county in the state, as 
the same are on file in the office of the secretary of state, and 
that, from said returns, it appears that the report. of the secre- 
tary of state, laid before the Convention heretofore, in response 
to a resolution. calling on him for a list of the names of dele- . 
gates to this Convention, correctly states.the, names of the 
delegates elected from all the counties in the state, except the 
county of Fulton. In Fulton county, no person having received 
a majority of all the votes: cast, no delegate to this Convention 
was elected. * 

Your committee are of opinion; however, that S. W. Coch- 
rán, who, as returning officer, brought up here the vote of the 
eounty of Fulton, and has been admitted to a seat on the floor 
of the Convention düring its preliminary proceedings, under all 
the cireumstances of the case, should be allowed mileage, and 
per diem pay, as other ere es) for the time he has waited 
the action of this committee, ~ 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the following 


RE SOLUTION: 


Resolved, That there beitig no delante. elected to this Con- 
vention from the county of Fulton, the President of this Con- 


vehtion is hereby required to appoint a. day for holding an  - 


election in said county to elect a delegate from said county to 
this Conventien, and that the governor issue his proclamation 
to the sheriff of. said county, to hold said. election on: the day 
appointed, in conformity to the provisions. of ‘the act of the 


egisjatire calling, this onenn T 
| KENNARD; Chairman; 


—— | "95. 


^ Which report was Teoeivé "E x e ae a 

Mr. Hanly, as chairman: of thé conimilites üppointed. on yes-. - 
terday, to wait upon Hon. A. C; ‘Spain, commissioner from Sonth 
Carolina, introduced him ther: ‘to Ahe- President; who, iw turn, . 
introduced him: to the Convention; : who, after ` a few PES 
took-his seat within the bar of the Convéiition- Me 

Mr. Johnson, from, a ‘similar committe , appointed to "wait 
upon the Hon: D. P. Hill, commissioner fiom the, State of . 
Georgia, introduced him to the: President and the Convention, 
who also took his seat within the bar of the Convention. 

` Mr. Turner moved the: adoption of the reso! tion reported 
by the committee on “elections. ~: 

_Mr. Totten of Prairie; ‘offered: the follòwing as a substitutes 


Waerzas, The voté in-the county of Fulton between S. W. . 
Cochran and S: H. Wren, competing candidates fora seat in - 
this Convention, was a tie vote; by reason whereof, the said . 
county of Fulton has no full representation in this Convention; 
‘and whereas, it is desirable that every. county should be repre- 
sented ori the momentous issues now pending before.this Con- 
vention; and whereas, it is deemed impossible -to have a new 
election held in the said county of Fulton, preceded -by.. due 
‘notice to the people thereof,. in «time to. be. available for this 
Convention; therefore l 

Resolved, That the said S. W. Cochran, and the said S. H. 
Wren, be each entitled to a seat on this floor, with the power. 
‘of. casting but one vote between them; and that the power of 
voting, on the part of the said S. W, Cochran,. hein abeyance 
until the arrival of. the said S. H. Wren; and that each: of the. 
said delegates be entitled to the like mileage and per Beo as 
other members of this Convention. ©. + 


"Mr. Mansfield moved to lay. the. subietitnte-on the abel 
Me. ‘Gould offered:to amend the ‘substitute of Mr. Totten, by 
; adding « the words: 8 providing j the sitting delegate shall retain 
‘this seat here until the other délegate from. Fulton shall arrive;” | 
which amendment, Mr. President decided. out of order, and 
‘stated the qüestion fo be eon laying’ pud meum ef Mr: Tot- 
ten on the table. 

On which, Mr; Thomason éalled’ for he a ayes ‘pad noes, = 
"m call being: sustained, Was ‘ordered, ind hed with the follow-. 
ing result: | : 

' Avzs——Messrs;. “Adame of Tzar; Austin; Baber; Bolinger, Bat- 
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_son, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, -Cypert, Desha, 

Dinsmore, Dodson, Fishback, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, 
Garland of Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hill, Hobbs, Hobson, 
Jackson, Jester, Kelly, Kennard,. Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, 
Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Patterson of Van Buren, Robin- 
son, Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, 
Turner, Walker, Watkins, Wiliams, Yell and Mr. President— 
45. 

Ne ns — Adams of Phillips, Clone radiis Cryer, Echols, 
Flanagin, Floyd, Fuller, Gould, Grace, Hanly, Hawkins of 
Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier, Laugh- 
inghouse, Ray, Rhodes, Shelton, Slemons, Smoote, Tatum, 

‘Totten of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, and Wallace—27. 

‘So the substitute was laid on the table.. 

Mr. Gould offered the following amendment to me resolution 
reported. by the committee: 


' «Provided, That until a delegate is elected from Fulton 
county, by virtue of such election, the sitting deicgote shall be 
.entitled to his seat.” 


Mr. Cypert moved to lay. said amendmént on the table. 

On which motion, Mr. Jester called for the ayes and noes; 
which call being sustained, s was ordered, and had with the fol- 
lowing result: s i 

Avzs—Messrs. Adams of Izard, Austin, Baber, Batson, Bolin- 
- ger, Bradlėy, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, 
' Dinsmore, Dodson, Fishback, Flanagin, Fort, Garland of Hemp- 
stead, Garland of Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hill, Hobbs, Hob- 
| son, Jackson, Jester, Kelley, Kennard, Laughinghouse, Mansfield, 
Maye, Murphy, ‘Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Patterson of Van 
Buren, Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, 
Totten.of Arkansas, Turner, Walker, Watkins, Williams. and 
Mr. President—47. 

. Nozs—Messrs. Adams.of "Phillips, Cineman. Crenshaw, Cryer, BE 

Echols, Floyd, Fuller, Gould, Grace, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, — 
Hawkins of Sevier, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier; Ray, Rhodes, | 
Robinson, Shelton, Slemons; Smoote, PANE Totten of Prai- 
rie, Wallace and "Yell—25. - 

So the amendment was laid "upon ‘the table: 


hampers nee mee 4 
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Mr. Mansfield moyed to: adopt the original. — 


Mr. Thomason called for the yeas and nays; which call belig ; 


sustain ed, was ordered, and had: with thé’ following: ‘result: NE 


` Yzas—Mesars: Adams of. Izard, Austin, Baber, Batson, Bolin- - 


ger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, ‘Clingman . 
Crenshaw, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, Fishback, Flana- 
gin; Floyd, Fert, Fuller, Garland of Hempstead, Garland of 


Pulaski, Gould, Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, 


Hill, Hilliard, ‘Hobbs; Hobson; Jackson, Jester, Kelley, Kennard, 
Lanier, Laughinghouse, Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, Parks, Pat- 
terson of.Jackson, Patterson of. Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, 
Robirison, Shelton, Slemons, Smith,  Smoote, Stallings, Still- 


well, Stirman, Stout, Tatüm, Thomason, Totten’ of Arkansas, 


Totten of Prairie, Turner, Walker, Waikins and Williatns—65. 
Navs— Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Cryer, - ‘Echols, Grace, 
Hawkins of Sevier, Jolinson, Wallace and UN "E 
So the resolution was adopted. | z T 
Mr. President, under the rule adopted by. this Convention, liia 
before it the following list of committees: . 
On Federal Relations —Messrs. Turner, Hanly; J sho) Gai- 
land of. Pulaski, Totten of Prairie, Watkins, Desha, Patterson 


` of Jackson, Flanagin, Hobson, Cypert, Batson and Carrigan. 


On State Affairs — Messrs. Mansfield, Stirman, Adams of 
Phillips, Dinsmore, Still well, Hilliard, Totten of Arkansas and 
Smith. 

On Resolutions and Ordinauces— Messrs. Grise, ‘Thmason, 


. Garland of Hempstead, Kelley; Gould; Crenshaw and Tatum. 
On Militia —Messrs. Yell, Campbell, Fishback, Mayo, Haw- 


kins of Sevier, Wallace, Baber, Hobbs, Bradley,’ Walker and 
Fuller. - 
On Ways and Means — Messrs: Stallings, Gunter, Griffith, 
‘Floyd and Smoote.: | ` 
Mr.. Totten, of Arkansas, T, the following 
' . RESOLUTIONS: . 


Resolved, That the inaugural of Mr. Lincoln; President of 


the United States,.is, and should be, regarded as a menace, 


involving: the inhuman doctrine: of coercion, against which 
Arkonan should pledge herself to resistance, by all she holds 
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.- sacred-on earth, as long as-she has a dollar to epeng or à son to 
defend her. . ; 
Resolved, That the dambe of an army ai "Washington, 
under the plea that there would bé an attempt on thé capital, 
was but a miserable pretext, poorly disguised—the true object 
being, first, to-intimidate us into submission; anid, if that failed, 
then to carry out the-policy indicated in his inaugural address, 
which is both humiliating to southern honor and destructive to 
southern interest. 
Resolved, ‘That the vast preparations for war, manifested in 
assembling the navy from foreign stations—the building of new 
ships of war—the passage of the laws by Congress authorizing 
the raising of large bodies of troops, and the collection. of mili- 
ary stores—thé appropriation' of large sums of money from 
the federal treasury—the declared purpose of the President in 
his inaugusal, to recapture the forts, arsenals and publie build- 
ings in the seven States that.have seceded from the Federal 
Union, are an unquéstionable declaration of war against those 
States, and afford unmistakable evidence that it is the intention 
of the administration of the federal government to precipitate 
.the people of those States into all the horrors incident to a civil 
war, and that the deelared intention of the President ‘also con- 
tained in his late inaugural, to collect the revenues and duties 
in those States, is a farther manifestation: of said purpose. 
Resolved, That in so trying. an emergency there is. but one 
path left. for Arkansas to tread with honor, and that is found in 
the instant dissolution of those ties that bind her to her oppres- 
sor, and the assertión. of her rights, by all the means which 
God has given her-—-making, à common cause. with those who 
are ready to live or die with her. 


Mr. Kelley moved that the resolutions "be referred to the com- 

mittee on federal relations. 

Mr. Totten. stated that he had Boxed i to adopted the resolu- 
tions, and spoke some time in their favor; when . 

| Mr. Thomason, by leave, iüoved to adjourn until 2} o'clock. 
Mr. Floy d moved to adjourn until 10 o ‘clock tc to-morrow morn- 
. ing. 

On which moron: Mr. Mansfield called for the yeas and nays; - 
which call being sustained, was orgered, and had with the fol- _ 
lowing result: d s 

YzAs—Messrs. Adame of. iua ‘Adams of Phillips, Baber, 
Bussey; Cryer, Echols, Floyd, Fuller, Hanly, Hawkins of Ash- 

ley, Hilliard, Totten ot Arkansas, ' Totten’ of SONS and Yell 
—14. | : : 


+ 
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Nars — Messrs. Austin, Batson, ‘Bolinger, Bradley, ` Bush, 
Campbell, Carrigan, Clingman, Crenshaw, Cypert; . Desha, 
Dinsmore; ‘Dodson, Fishback, Fort; Garland of. Hempstead, Gar- 
land of Pulaski; Gould, Gracé; Griffith, Gunter, Hawkins of 
Ashley, Hill, Hobbs, Hobson, Jacksén, Tester, Johnson, Kelley, 
Kennard, Lanier, Loughinghouse, Mansfield, Mayo, ‘Murphy, 
, Parks,- Patterson of Jackson, Patterson of Van Buren, Ray, 
iue Robinson, Shelton, Slemons,, ‘Smith, Smoote,. Stal- 
lings, - Stillwell, Stirman, ‘Stout, Tatum, Thomason, Turner 
Walker, Wallace, Watkins, Williams and Mr. President—s7. ory 

So the convention refused. to adjourn until 10 o Yelock . io- . 
_morrow. ` | | 2 

Mr.. Watkins moved io take n a recess until DE ‘clock, p. m; 
' which motion. prevailed, and the convention adjourned. until l 
that hour. ` : 


"e ... . 9E O'CLOCK, P. M. 
Convention met,. ` l l n A 
Roll ealled. 


PRESENTI ET 
Messrs. Adams of Izard, Adams of Phillips, Austin, Batson, 
Bolin ger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, . Campbell,. Carrigan, Cling- 
man, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypert, Desha,. Dinamore; Dodson; - 
 Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, ‘Faller, (Garland of 
Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Haw- 
kins of Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, Jack- 
son, Jester, Johnson, Kelly, Kennard, Lanier, Laughinghouse, 
Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of J ackson, Patter- 
son of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slemons,, 
Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, -Stirman, Stout, Tatum, 
Thoiason, "Turner, Walker, Wallace, Watkins, Wiliams, Yell 
and Mr. President——66. 


Mr. Floyd, on sir offered the following - do rur : 


i 
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RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, That a ‘eommittee of- three be appointed by the 
Sresident to wait on his excellency, Gov. Hénry* M. Recter, 
and request. him to lay before this convention all the-informa- 
tion he has in his possession touching the political condition of ` 
the State of Arkansas. 


Mr. President stated the question to be on the motion of Mr. 
Kelley to refer the resolutions of Mr. Totten, ‘of Arkansas, to 
the conimittee on federal relations: | 

‘On request, Mr. Kelley withdrew his motion to refer said reso- 


lutions, with the understanding that he would renew it after 


diseüssion on the same should be finished. : 
Mr. Totten then resumed his remarks, and, after he had con- 
cluded, Mr. Kelley renewed his motion to refer Mr. Totten’s 


resolution to the committee on. federal relations; which motion 


was carried. 


Mr. Fishback offered the following 
RESOLUTION:. 
Resolved, That any .attempt, on. the part ` of the federal 


government, to coerce a seceding State, by an ‘armed force, will 
" be resisted by Arkansas to the last extremity. 


Mr. Garland, of Pulaski, moved its reference .to the same 
committee; which motion prevailed. l 
Mr. Patterson, of Jackson, introduced the following , 


RESOLUTION: 


Resolvéd, That a committee of five be appointed by the pre- 
sident of this conyention, whose duty it shall be to enquire 
into the relations that now exist between the: government of 
the “Confederate States of America” and the government 


r known-as the “ United States of America,” and. that they report 
-at an early day of this convention. l 


Mr. Fishback moved to lay said resolution on the table. 

Mr. Fishback withdrew his motion, and. Mr. Patterson AME 
drew his resolution. n 

Mr. Johnson moved Ahat 200 copies “of Mr. Totten’s resolu- 


+. tions be printed for thè use er the convention; which motion 


: prevailed. 


‘Mr. Floyd then called v up the resolution offered by him, and | 


moved its adoption. ye 


2: 


"d 


i 


THE CONVENTION. mE |. al 


Mr. Thomason offered to: amend said restlation. a8. follows: 


Resolved: further, That -his éxcellency be; and he is, heréby 
requested to communicate, at;his earliest convenience, to this 
convention all the informatiori in, his, possession touching the 
seizure of the United States arsenal at -this place, and of the 
causes, if any, which “ precipitated " that movement. ' 


Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Floyd, and the reso- e 


lution, as amended, Was adopted. ` 
On motion of Mr. Yell, the convention adjourned until to: 
morrow morning 10 o'clock; 
| DAVID "WALKER, - 
Proident. . 


| ^ Faway, March sth, 1861. 
Cousention met pursuant to adjournment. f 
` Prayer by Rev. My. Welch. ` ae 

Roll called. . | > ELO 

-PRESENTI 

Messrs. Adams of Tard, Adams of Phillips, Austin, Baber, 
Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, 
Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, 


Dollarhide, Echols, Fishback, ‘Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, . 
Garland of Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould, ‘Grane. . | 


Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawkinsof Ashley; Hawkins of Sevier, 


Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, J ackson, Jester, J "E" Kelley, l 


Kennan, Lanier, Langhinghouse, Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, 
Parks, Patterson of Jackson; ` Patterson:of Van. Buren, : Ray, 
. Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton; Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, 


La 
" 


Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Tatum, : Thomason; Totten. of Arkan- Í 


sas, Totten of: Prairie, "Türner, Walker,” Wallace, Waas, 


Williams, Yell and-Mr. President—73: 
` Journal of yesterday read, approved and signed. ee g 
Mr Hanly moved to amend the 34th "rule by meong the 
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word “buf,” after the word received, and before: the word Sto, ” 
so that the first clause of. said rule should read as follows:.. .. 


.* When a question is before the convention, no-motion shall: 
be received but toe postpone, conimit, amend, or to adjourn.”. 


| Which motion. prevailed; and the rule was so amended. 

n compliance with a resolution passed on yesterday, the 
President appointed the ‘following. committee to wait on the. 
governor and request-him to communicate information relative ` 
to the: political affairs of the state, which may be in his posses- 
sion, namely: Messrs. Floyd, Thomason and Bolinger. 

Mr. Adams of Phillips, offered the following 


. RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, ‘That the committee on ordinances be, and they are 
hereby - instructed to prepare and report to this convention, at 
the earliest practicable moment, an ordinance, providing for 
the immediate. and unconditional secession of the State of 
Arkansas from the Federal Union, known as the United States 
of America. 


Mr. Watkins moved t to refer the resolution to the committee 
on resolutions and ordinances. : 

Mr. Hanly moved .that said resolution, and all others of a 
similar character, be made the special order for’ Tuesday next. 

Mr. Watkins accepted the proposition. 

. Mr. Patterson moved that the consideration of the resolution. 
be postponed until 12 o’clock M., on Monday next.. | 

Mr. Garland. of Hempstead, by leave, read. the following 
resolution for information, which he offered as a substitute. for 
the resolution of Mr. Adams: 


Resolved, That the committee on resolutions and ordinances 
be hereby requested to report to this convention, at as early a 
day as possible, their views as to the proper step for Arkansas 
to pursue in thé present condition of national affairs. . 


Which substitute, after some debate, was withdrawn. 

. Mr. Hanly moved that the resolution offered by Mr. Adams of. 
Phillips, be made the special order for to-day at 12 o'clock, M. 

Mr. Garland of Pulaski, moved to amend by referring said 
resolution to the committee on federal relations, that the com- 
mittee be. instructed to report: on Tuesday next; and that said 
report be made the’ special order for that day. . | 
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Mr. Presidetit "T the question to s on making the reso- 


lution the special order for-12 o'clock “M.” to-day.” 

Mr. Garland of Pulaski, moved to amend by making it the 
special. order for Tuesday next; which, was adopted. 

Mr. Laughinghouse presented the following resolution, and 


requested. its reférence to the committee on resolutions and . 


ordinances: ` 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this SonTondon, any Bieb 


on the part of the federal government to retake the forts, -. 


arsenals or public property, to collect the revenue, or to enforce _ 


the laws in any of the states which'have seceded or withdrawn - 


from the Federal Union, will amount to coercion on the part of 
the federal government, and will justify or warrant resistance 
by thdse states; and will meet With the unqualified disapproba- 


tion of this convention and the ‘people of this. state; justifying | . 


us fully in’our own consciences, and as. we believe, will be in 
the estimation of the civilized world in severing the {ligaments 
which ‘unite us to a government so unjust and unmindful of its 
obligations to those governed, and so disposed . to usurp and 


assume the exercise of ^ powers not delegated by the constitution E 


under which it arrogates to act. 


‘Mr. Cypert moved to refer the resohition to ‘the committee 


on federal relations, which motion prevailed. . 
Mr. Garland of Pulaski, offered the following 


RESOLUTION: 


Belit, That the Hon. E. Ww. Gantt, € of- Congress 
for the 2d congressional district:of this state, be invited tò take 
a seat in this convention during its meetings; and. that the like 
invitation be extended to the Hons. Albert Rust, Robert W. 


Johnson, Wm. K. Sebastian and Charles B. Mitchel, should .' 


they be present during the session of the convention; and that 
a committee of three be appointed to wait upon those gentle- 
men and deliver the invitations as herein provided for. 


Mr. Hanly moved to amend by inserting the name of the 
Hon. T. C. Hindman. ME 

Mr. Patterson of Jackson, moved to amend by imolading the 
judges of the supreme court: -` | 


Mr: Thomason moved to amend by. including the governor, : 


- of the state. ] EC š 
Mr. Johnson moved to. amend by including the ex- governors 


E 
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of the state; which amendments were severally. accepted, and 
the resolution, as amended, adopted. . 
Mr. Echols introduced. the following 


RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, “That the committe of thirteen on federal relations 
be, and they are hereby instructed to'make their report on 
Monday next. 


Mr, Thomason moved to amend by striking out the words 
“on Monday next” and inserting in lieu’ thereof, the words 
‘at the earliest practicable moment;" which amendment was 
accepted, and the resolution as amended was rejected. 

Mr. Floyd, on leave, introduced the following : 


LM ` ORDINANCE: 


AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union lenan the State of 
. Arkansas and the other States united with her under the com- 
pact entitled “ The Constitution of the United States.” 

We, the people of.the State of Arkansas in convention 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared 
and ordained, that the acceptance of the compact by the Gene- 
ral Assembly ‘of the State of Arkansas, approved on the 18th 
day of October, A. D., 1836, in pursuance of an act of the 
Congress of the United States of Americà, which was approved 
on the 23d day of June, A. D.,. 1836, and authorized by the 
people of the State of Arkansas, by which the sovereign State 
:of Arkansas became a party to the féderal compact under the 

constitution of the United States of America, and àll laws and 
ordinances by which the State of Arkansas became, a member 
of the Federal Union, be, and the'same are hereby repealed 
and abrogated, and that the union now. subsisting between the 

State of Arkansas and the other states, under the name of ,the - 

United States of America, is hereby dissolved. 

We do further declare and ordain, that the State of ines 
hereby resumes all rights and powers heretofore delegated to 
the government of the United States of America; that her 
citizens are’ absolved from all allegiance to said government, 
that she is in full possession and exercise of all those rights of 
sovereignty which appertain to a free and independent state. 

We do further declare and ordain, that allrights acquired 
- and vested under the constitution of the United States, or any - 
‘act of Congress. or treaty or under any law of this state and 
not incompatible with this ordinance, shall remain in full force 
and have the same. effect as. if- this ordinance had not been 
passed. 


g 


resolutions and ordinances. . 
Mr. Carrigan moved its rejection. 
Mr. Garland of Pulaski, by leave, then - ‘moved that Bis use 


of the convention hall, when not in use by the convention, be B 
tendered to those’ who may wish to address the people upon . 


the political issües of the day; which motion prevailed. . 

Mr. Totten of Arkansas, on leave, moved a recotisideration 
of the vote taken yesterday on the adoption of the resolution 
reported by the committeé.on elections, relative to an election 
for.a delegate from Fulton soniy; which motion did not rec 
vail. x 

Mr. Grace od to take a recess s until 30 PS P. M. 

Mr. Jester moved to adjourn until 9 o'clockto-morrow morn- 
ing; which motion n prevailed, and the convention adjourned. 

l - DAVID “WALKER, 


e NC i ; » President. 


E 


Burma, March 9th, 1861. 
Convention met — to j aijouranent: 
Prayer by Rev. P. 8. G. Watson. , 


ns called. 


PRESENT? 


. Messrs. Adams of Izard, Adams of. Phillips, Austin, Baber, 
Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, . Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, - 


Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, 
Dollarhide, Echols,. Fishback, Flanagin; Floyd, Fort, Fuller, 


Garland of Hempstead, Garland of ‘Pulaski, Gould, Grace, 


Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, 


Hilt, Hilliard, Hobbs, E Hobson, Jackson, Jester, Johnson, Kelley, 
T dud Langhinghouse, Mansfield, pues — 
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Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Patterson of Van Buren, Ray, 
Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, 
_ Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Tatum, Thomason, Totten of Arkan- . 

sas, Totten of Prairie, Turner, Walker, Wallace, Watkins, 
Williams, Yell and Mr. President—73. - 

Journal of yesterday read, approved and signed. . 

Mr. Dinsmore asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr. 
. Jackson. E 

Mr. President then laid before the convention dio following 
comraunication from the governor: - 


, Executive Orricz, Little Rock, | 
l Maroh Sth, 1861. 


Hon. Davin. WALKER, | 
* President of the State Convention: ` } 


I have had the honor of receiving a resolution passed 
^ by your honorable body, as follows: ` 

* Resolved, That there being no delegate lected to this con- 
vention from the county of Fulton, the president of this con- 
vention is hereby required to appoint a day for holding an'elec- 
tion in.said county, to elect:a délegate from said county to this 
convention, and that the governor issue his proclamation to 
the sheriff of said county, to hold said election, on the day 
appointed in conformity to the provisions of the act of the legis- 
lature calling this convention.” ` 

With all deference to the views of the convention, the execu- 
tive perceives no authority under the constitution or laws of ' 
this state, by which he is authorized to issue a proclamation 
requiring an.eléction to be held for a delegate to this conven- 
tion on any. other than the 18th day of February last, which 
duty he has performed as required by an act of the General 
Assembly, 14th January. 

: That act makes no provision, however, for a second slogan 
in case of a tie vote, and the executive possessing no political ' 
power except that with which he is clothed under the existing 
constitution, the right of the people to assemble in convention: 
to change their status with the federal government, or to con- 
sider ‘and pass upon the propriety of doing so, is among the 
reserved rights delegated to nó department of the goverument 
and -to be exercised upon their own volition and by their 
authority. 

The | jill passed by the jechulstore and. sanctioned by me, 
would seem to derogate from this principle; but in co-opera- 

ting with that body in this PN ‘I hold the act passéd 
calling the Sw: togeier as mer ly mupganyi directory in 
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its nature, as matter of convenience, coming from the law 
making power, entertaining no doubt now or then, that a 
majority .of the people themselves, or through delegates chosen 
at their own will; could assemble in convention and pass upon 
the future status of their government, relatively considering 
the form ation of new governments or the jpreservetuon of old 2 
anes, 

If. am correct in these opinions, it follows ‘necessarily that 
a proclamation issued by be without law, requiring a subordi- 
. nate officer to do an act which the people have not authorized 
‘him, nor myself.to perform, would trench ‘upon their reserved 
rights, and savor strongly of usurpation. — . 

- The right does exist somewhere ‘fo perform this hecessary 
act, and in my opinion, is clearly. within the scope of powers, 
resting in the convention; it is the prerogative of the people to 
form and remodel governments; the duty of the legislature to 
. enact the laws, with a JA to expound, and an executive 
to enforce them. 

But again; can the Sivan empower the governor (as 
by this resolution) to perform a ministerial act? I think not ` 
under our.present system. ' . B 

The questions involved, however, áré n no means free from 
doubt. and difficulty, and I present them for your consideration, 
hoping that a recqnsideration of the resolution mày relieve the 
subject from its present embarrassments. - l 

AM of which is EORUM submitted. ' 

" HENRY M. RECTOR, 
"Governor. of Arkansas. 


Mr. Turner moved the pom of the coriímunication tothe ` 
committee on elections; whicli motion pec and the com- 
munieation was referred. 2 4 | 

Mr. Floyd asked and obtained leave to present the following 

report from a; select committee: a l 
|. Mr. PnaEsIDENT— 


'The select — 1 iion: was. assigned the duty. 
to call on his Excellency, Gov. Henry M. Rector, and request 
him to lay before the convention any information in his posses- 
sion-touching the politieal condition of. the State of Arkansas, 
would most respectfully | 


) E 


REPORT: 


Phat they have performed. the dut ae of them, ud his - 
excelleney Gov. Rector, requested them to say to the coaven- 
tion that he will bé ready to > mathe his communication at 104 
o "clock this dey. 2 ; 
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All of which is Fepesuulby submitted. aa 
ae | FLOYD, Chairman. 
Which ee received. ' E 
Mr. Smith 2 the following ^ 
| - RESOLUTION: 


. Resolved, "That tlie committee on state affairs be Kaati to 
investigate and report as to the amount annually expended out 
of the treasury of the United. States, for the purpose of regula- : 
ting our intercourse with the Indian nations, on our western 
frontier: To contractors and ‘others, for the transportation of 
the mails in this state, over and above or under the receipts 
for -said transportation; far the niaintenance of the federal 
courts in this state, and also for any and all other purposes 
whafsoever, within and for the use and benefit of said state, 
and that said committee also report as to the financial means 
and resources of the State of Arkansas, to maintain her posi- 
tion, in the event that the people of this state. should, at any 
time, for the preservation of her rights and institutions, deem 
it necessary to sever, and should sever their connection with the 
federal government of the said United States, and that said 
committee report on all: the matters aforesaid, at the earliest 
practicable period, to this convention, and that the officers of 
this state be ‘required to furnish said committee with any and 
all statistical information -in their possession, relative to the 
' matters aforesaid, ^when requested by said committee so to do. 


On motion of Mr. Stillwell, the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. erase car offered the following’ ee 
RESOLUTION: ZEE i 
Resolved, That the president appoint a committee of five on- 
printing, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the prices ‘of 


printing ard to contract with a suitable person to perform the 
printing of this.convention. 


After a short ache Mr. Carrigan, by leave, withdrew his 
resolution. 

Mr. Smoote offered the following resolutions, which lis aed 
should be referred to the committee on 1 ordinances and resolu- 
tions: l 

Ist. „Resolved, That the platform of the party. known as the 
black republican party, contains unconstitutional dogmas, dan- 


gerous in their tendency: and highly. derogatory to the rights of 
slave states, and among them the insulting, ioiaren and un- ` 


t 
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truthful "I of the — of the African race in this 
country to social and. political equality with the whites. 

9d. Resolved, That it is the sense of this convention, from the 
past history of the party, known as the black republican party— 
from the past action of its leaders, and their course in the pres- 
ent crisis, and’ from. the acts, utterances "and conduet of its 
newly elected president, that said party intends to abide by and 
carry out, if possible, its insulting and unconstitutional platform. 

3d. Resolved, That the seceded states have ample justifica- 
tion for having dissolved the ties which bound them to the old 
Federal Union, in, the constant and unconstitutional political 
warfare mádé -by the party, known as the black republican . 
party, upon the institutions of the slave: states, which warfare ` 
. has culminated in the election of a president by that party by 
a purely sectional vote—upon an unconstitutional platform, the ` 
principles of which, if carried out, would utterly ruin the South. 

4th. Resolved; That this convention éannot shut its. eyes upon 
the fact that the government of the United States is now under 
the control of said black republican party, and that said party - 


has power to use AS arin of ‘the same, except, perhaps, the -` 


judicial. 

5th. Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention itis a 
conclusion clearly resulting from the ‘foregoing that every feel- 
- ing of honor, interest and sympathy demand that the State of 
‘Arkansas should discontinue her present political relations with 
the United States of America, and unite ee with the Con- 
federate States of America. | | — 


Mr. Kelley moved to refer said resolutions Eo the committee 
on federal relations; but. afterwards withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Bush offered the following: as a substitute: - 2 | 

Resolved, That if the republican party: should inerease in 
strength, and théreby be able to carry out its purposes in the 
féderal government, Arkansas, acting in concert with her sister: 
- border states, has ample means of resistance, ‘and ‘is fully ; able 


at any time to resist any unconstitutional aggressions, and we 
have no need, therefore, to adopt hastily, this last resort. - 


Mr.. Floyd moved its reference to the committee on resolu- 
tions and ordinances. 


Mr. Kelley moved to refer the original resolutions and substi- 
tute, to the committee on federal relations; which motion pre- 
valld. . ;. TIS OD i 

Mr. Jolngon offered the following | 


| 
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RESOLUTION: 


| Resolved, That any attempt to. reinforce any of the forts, 
now held by the, government.of Lincoln, in the southern states, 
the first gun fired, in hostility against the seceding states, will 
be considered as coercion, and will be resisted by allthe power 
of the state government of Arkansas. 


Mr. Smoote moved to refer said resolütion to the committee 
on federal relations; which motion prevailed, and the resolution 


. was referred.: 


. Mr. Fishback rose to a. , personal explanation, and called the 
attention of the. convention to a part of the proceedings, as 
reported in the True Democrat of the 7th instant, which he said 
were calculated to misrepresent him, and assured ‘the conven- 


tion that heintended no disrespect to any, person whatever. 


Mr. Echols offered the following 
. RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, That this convention fully recognizes the indepen- 
dency of the government known as the ub Confederate States of 
America." . 

Mr. Echols moved its adoption. : 

.Mr. Garland of Heinpstead, moved its rejection and on the 
motion called for the ayes and nays. 

Mr. Baber moved a call of the convention. 

- Mr. Gould moved that the resolution be referred to the com- 
mittee on federal relations. 

. Mr. Garland of Hempstead, -stated that he intended moving 
a postponement. and not a rejection of the resolution. 

Mr. President stated the question to be on the postponement, 


of the resolution. 


Mr. Echols asked leave to withdraw the- resolution, for the 
purpose of presenting a substitute; which was ‘decided out of 
order. | : 
The following message was received from the Governor, by 


, the hands of his private seoretary: 


Mr. Puisemzsr— 


I am instructed by his ‘excellency, the governor, to com- 


* 
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municate to your hónor, the following dene and to our v very | 


. honorable body, the accompanying message. 
bi Respectfully, 
| NE S8 .W. M. MATHENY; 
March 9th; 1861. . — _ -` Private Secretary. 


puce Ormcg, => " 
Little Rock, Ark., 
d Ti March. 9th, 1861: 
Hon. Davo WALKER, 
President of the State ne al i 


- Sm—I have the honor ‘of receiving ‘through the commit- 
tee, appointed for that purpose, the resolution passed by your. 


honorable body, requesting me to lay before the convention all. 
the information in my, possession, touching the political condi- - 


tion of the State of Arkansas, and further, that I communicate 


. at my earliest convenience, all the information in. my posses- S 
sion touching the: seizure. of the United. States Arsenal, at this. 


place. 


In reply, Í beg leave to communicate an sades substantially l 


responsive to the requests contained in said resolution. 
There is one modification, however, that I desire to make, of 
the views expressed in said address, dated 2d. March, to-wit: 


that intervening the passage of an ordin&nee—and the ‘submis- 
sion of the same to the people, for ratification, if ‘the policy of- 


coercion be practically adopted by the administration at Wash- 


ington, that you define the condition of. Arkansas to be one of . 
neutrality, armed if necessary, until the final question shall be. 


determined through. the ballot-box. 
i I have the konor to be, . 
2200 Very respectfully, - 
2070... . HENRY M. RECTOR, 
mE i EIE | Governor no Arkansas. 


| 


GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE, ` 
Executive Osrics, x Zu 


| Litilz Rock, Mareh 24, 1861. 
earth of the Convention: 


By authority of thé people, acting in their sovereign éapacity> 
- you are assembled in. convention, ‘clothed with plenary- powers 
to * alter, reform or abolish their government > in oe manner 
‘as you a think proper. 
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The constitution of the State of Arkansas declares, “ that all 


power is inherent in the people, and all free governments are 


founded on their authority and instituted for their peace, safety 
and happiness,” and to these ends, may be abolished or reformed 
at pleasure. 


‘In defererice to uniform precedent, and with great respect to. 


an assemblage, charged with such important duties, I have con- 
 ceived it to be my duty to address you touching the momentous 
‘questions that imperil the honor, the lives, and the fortunes of 
our people. 


No. period in American history, nor any .connected with the 
administrative policy of the civilized world, has imposed more 
solemn, more responsible, or more delicate duties upon an 
assemblage of men, than those which now devolve upon you 
whom I have the honor of addressing—and though with infinite 
distrust of¢my.own abilities, I have, in the past, and shall con- 
tinue in the future, to meet the grave questions at issue—as an 
honest man should do, -who is willing to devote his honor, his 

life and his fortunes to the cause of his country. Unfortunate 
' it may prove in future for the cause of civil liberty, that the 
American government, made up of confederated states—peo- 
pled from a common ancestry, and deriving the inestimable 
blessing of republican liberty from a.common fountain, have, 
from antagonistic, domestic and social institutions become 
alienated—distrustfal and inimical.to'each other—until the 
ligaments of the Union, once like hooks of steel, have been 


severed so insensibly as almost to defy realization. On the 12th 


‘of .December last, then, whilst American history had not recor- 
ded the separation of the United States—I communicated to 
the General Assembly what seemed to my mind an inevitable 
result, to-wit: that the. union of the states was no longer an 
existing fact, and which succeeding events have too well testi- 
fied; and. that Arkansas, surrounded by inauspicious circum- 
stances, should not hesitate to prepare for ‘coming events, 
through a council of her people assémbled in convention. . Pro- 
crastination, however, and delay ensued, the legislature seem- 


- ing to rely chiefly upon the hand of Providence, to stay the 
|. wind and dissipate the storm. Men and governments are the | 
-architects -of their own. fortunes, and success crowns those 


generally who endeavor to help themselves. . . 

The question at issue before the people of Arkansas is, 
_ Whether their honor, their future safety and happiness now and 
forever, impels them to separate from the Federal Union, and 


- unite their fortunes with the seven seceding states, or, on the — 


other hand; whether prudential motives shall admonish them 
o to take refuge. amidst the mace of tke old Daron, hoping . 
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for a reconstruction: of the government. upon. terms af. honora- 
‘ble equality to the slaveholding states. : 

Surrounding circumstances are the true. indices ‘of all human l 
‘action. -What might have been of dubious propriety on yes- 
terday, often becomes of paramount importance on to-morrow. 

< The United States, as they originally. stood, were composed 
-- of thirty-three independent soverelgnties—each one the judge . 
of its own wrongs, and of the mode and measure of its redress. 
Upon.this principle and none other, thé original compact was 
formed, uniting each state with the general government. .1t 
was a treaty, or alliance of separate and distinct governments, 
for the purposes of mutual protection ‘against the inroáds or 
aggressions of the more powerful European powers—each state 
preserving its equality with either, or all the other states com- 
bined—inferior to none—the voice of its own people being the 
superior and ruling authority. The right of secession so impla- 
-cably assailed, is but the fruit of the American -revolution, 
announced to the world by our fore fathers in their declaration 
of independence, and sealed by.their blood at the battles of 
Monmonth, Bunker Hill and Lexington. . 

In our ownstate constitution, by.the “ bill of rights," the right 
of the. people to reform or abolish their government, is distinct- 
ly announced, and is the sheet anchor ef their liberties. What 
would American. liberty be worth, if the kingly prerogative 
existed in the general government to oppress a state;.or a sec- 
tion of states, if the power of redress- was: not held in. their 
own hands? If the states are not the judges of their rights or 
wrongs, who ia the arbiter? Where is the umpiré? Some point 
to the judicial arm of the Eovernment as an authority constitu- 
ted to decide upon the'relative rights of the states and the. 
general government. That tribunal, organized to determine 
the: civil rights of individuals, was never intended by its creators 
as a repository of political power. But whether in legal con- 
templation, thé states have a right to secede or not, has now 
become entirely unimportant—they have done so, fully, em- 
phatically, and completely—the.enigma has been solved by . 
. practical demonstration. The golden chains once bracing up | 
the loins of the. Union, have heen rent in twain by the very 
hands that forged them: Georgia and South Carolina, matrons 
among the original thirteen states, have thrown off the galling ` 
. fetters, and struck a second time for unrestricted liberty., : 

Since they have exercised this abstract right, are they morally 
justified in what they have done? . Hate they ‘in the light.of |. 
heaven been sinned against, or are they sinning against others? ` 
"Their offence, like our own, in the eyes of the northerh people, ` 
is Slavery. This institution, co-existent with the remotest periods 
of eivilization, and sanctioned , by divine authority; is declared 
by the: president, elect, to “ be in the egre of. ultimate pxting- : 
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tion.” He has declared, and that truly, that the United States 
government “ cannot exist half slave and half free”: An irre- 


pressible conflict, says he, is going on between freedom aud | 
slavery. That institution is now upon its trial before you, and ` - 


if we mean to defend and transmit it to our children, let us 
terminate this northern crusade, by forming. a separate govern- 
ment, in which no conflict can ensue. 

But if, upon the other hand, we are prepared to admit the 
argument, that slavery is a sin—that the melioration of the 
white and the black races requires us to abolish it, we shall keep 
in the true line of policy marked out by the incoming Presi- 
dent, by remaining in the Union. U 

‘Great solace is indulged in by some, that it is the avowed 
purpose of ‘black republican domination to permit slavery to 
remain unmolested in the states where it now exists; whilst it 


` is as distinctly announced upon the ‘other hand, that the institu- 


tion shall be denied all power of expansion over territory now 


> possessed or hereafter to be acquired. 


The laws of physical science perceive no stand point, from 
which there is neither progression nor retrogade ‘action. Peo- 
ples, governments, and the-institutions of government, must 
either recede-or advance. The area of slavery must be extended 
correlative with its antagonism, or it will be put speedily in the 
“course of ultimate extinction.” It must invest the southern 
portion of North America, from -the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
south of 36 deg. and 30 min. north latitude, to be petmanent; 
else when hemmed in by a cordon of fire, “like a scorpion, it 
will sting.itself to-death.”- -Put it in the bounds, and it will. 


soon have’a general goal- “delivery. ' 


. The extension of slavery is the vital. point of the: whole con- 


" troversy between the North.and the South, as is plainly mani- 


fested.by the persistent opposition of the northerh people to its 
being engrafted upon any newly acquired territory, whether 
south or north of the. negro line. Does there exist inside the 
borders of Arkansas any diversity of sentiment, as to the reli- 
gious or moral right of holding negro slaves? Do any imagine 
that the non-slaveholder -will be less involved pecuniarily ‘and 
socially, in the.extérpation of this institution than the slave- 


- holder himself. The- productive portion of the soil of Arkansas 


is so geographically circumstanced as to preclude the idea that 
it can be successfully cultivated by white labor. From these 
more fertile regions is produced by slave labor in superabund- 


" ance, the-staple commodity, cotton—justly styled commercial 


king óf Europe and America: .From the exportation ‘of this 
article alone, our people réceive annually.an influx of capital, 
which permeates the hill-tops and the valleys of every: section . 
and portion ‘ofthe state. The cotton planter. of the South; 


exposed to insolubrious climes, indeed is but the- factor for his 
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northern neighbor—inhabiting the mountain region, blessed . 


with health, free trade and remunerativé prices for his grain, 


fruit, stock and other articles produced for and sold in a south-- 


ern market. Who could find a market for the surplus products 


of North Arkansas, if the more genial soil of the South was - 


deprived of slave labor? God -in his omnipotent wisdom, I 
believe, created: the cottqn plant—the- African: slave—and the 


lower Mississippi valley, to clothe and feed the world, and a - 
gallant race.of men and women prodüced upon its soil to: defend 


it, and execute that decree. 


There are two prominent points pressing thémselves: upon 


the attention of the people. First—to which portion or frag- 
ment of the old Union, does Arkansas, by reference to her own 


interests, owe her allegiance. And, in‘solving this difficulty, I ` 
assume, that seven states having gone out, there is no. Union— - 


no United States government. There being. thirty-three states 


to the compact, if one withdraws, is the compact broken? I. 


think so. If seven withdraw, is it nof then broken? That 


being denied—if thirty withdraw, leaving three behind, do the - 
remaining three constitute the Union? Surely no man would: 


answer that in the affirmative. -Then the principle isthe same 
from first to last, whether ene or thirty states withdraw—the 


contract—the agreement—the partnership is dissolved. And 
each partner, whether by his act or the aet of his associate, is  : 
released, and stands inta-^t as he did before he’ signed the arti- . 
cles of agreement. If. this course of reasoning is correct, the. - 


question for Arkansas to determine, is, whether she will join 


her sister states of the South, with whom she has a common - 
interest, and must have a common destiny; or whether shé will . 

-turn her eyes North, to Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland, and the ^. 
eighteen: abolition states, for sympathy and protection. If the - 
cotton states had formed one government, and the border slave. 

states and the North another; when Arkansas asked for admis- `. 
sion, to which government would she have turned her attention,. - 


seeking an alliance? . Certainly. not to the northern government, 


wherein she must perpetually remain subordinate! but to the ' 


southern, of which she would have been an equal, . ~~ ~~ 
Fifteen southern states have failed in the past to- protect 


; slavery—how then ean the remaining eight accomplish that’ 
object by. remaining in ‘the Union? Secondly, the doctrine of - 
coercion announced by Mr. Lincoln, and: indorsed recently- by - 


the lower house of Congress on the Branch amendment, by a 


vote of . 136 to 53, leaves.the whole question of secession or no . 


secession a barren field for argument. ‘The doctrine of coercion 
now stands a£ the summit of the controversy. Practically with 


Arkansas, the question is, whether she is willing to contribute 
men arid money.to subjugate her soüthern sisters to the condi- .' 


tion ae sonquered RE ^ she. minc aho i is lawfally, : 
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relieved at-once from the performanee of this onerous duty. If 

she stays in, she must perform it, or rebel against proper autho- 

. rityy. and fhis, when pressed to such a. necessity I believe her’ 
. people will do. Amendments to the federal constitution are 

urged by some ‘as a panacea for all the illsthat beset us. That - 

` instrument is amply sufficient as it now stands, for the protec- 
fion of southern rights, if it was only. enforced. The South, 
wants practical evidence of good faith from the North, not mere 
paper ‘agreements and compromises. They believe slavery a 

in, we do not, and there liés the trouble. 

Y “All confidence i is lost, and itis too late.to repair it. The TM 
“and sensibilities of. southern men have been trampled upon and 
wounded until the two sections stand in undisguised antagonism. 
What hoüse can stand divided against itself? Let us then 
separate in péace if possible; if it not, then let it be in war, for 
separation, must come:sooner or later, and our danger increases 

in magnitude. ’ s 

But with the fifteen slave states combined, as must uiümately 
be the case, having a population of 12, 438, 508, and compre- 
hending in their area 857,090,square miles—having the exclu- 
sive control of the cotton zone of the world, with the necessity 
on the part of Great Britain, France and other European 
governments of securing aliment for their cotton looms’ and 
spindles—the southern confederacy could not only soon induce 
peace at home, but exert an important influence upon as com- 
mercial interests of the world. 

The shipping, mining and manufacturing interests of the 
North could not consent to lose, by incessant .war, the advan- ` 
tages to be derived from peaceful and. respectful intercourse 
with the agricultural states of the South. ' - 

- The burthen of taxation necessarily imposed upon the peo- 
wile of the new government, it.is said, must be onerous and 
oppressive, The expenses incident toa government are pro- 
iportionate to its magnitude. The government of the United 
States, when first organized, was maintained for years at a 
cost of lessthan seveen millions of dollars arinually. The in- 
direct annual tax paid by the slaveholding states, upon foreign 
importations, exceed an amount sufficient to maintain and . 
operate a southern confederacy. 

Cotton is king; and will open up the -chanriels of commerce 
to every portion of the civilized world, free of cost; to the 
country which produces it. Relieved of the fishing. bounties 
now paid by the general government to the northern states 
exclusively—the tax upon iron now given Pennsylvania as a 
peace offering and a gratuity—the annual loss of slave pro- 
perty abstracted from the southern by the northern states, it 
may readily ‘be perceived that the new government would’ be : 

~ less pann to me people than the old 0n», kept up at an’ 
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nidi expenditure’ of: $60,000,090. ` Thén, aS a “matter of 
honor—as a mattér of future ‘security, happiness, safety and 
independence—or as a question of dollarsjand3cents, I am una- 
ble'to perceive that the slaveholdipg: states, by adhering to the 
old Union will consult their : ‘own interests, immediate or pro- 
spective. 

In expressing to you these views, — I wish’ it tobe 
understood by all means, that I offer them in all respect to the 
sentiments entertained by other citizens, who see the matter in 
a different light; and I avail myself of this occasion: to say to 
you, and to the people of Arkansas, a majority’ of whom’ 
have. chosen.me as their governor, that whatever: your delibe-. 
rations may result in, whether to secede or adhere to the Union, 
shall be executed by ‘all the powers of the government subject 
ty my command. I cannot dismiss the subject, however, with- 
out urging the propriety of submitting any ordinance ‘that may 
be. passed to the final action of the people by a direct vote. 
Their voice is omnipotent and: ought to be consulted upon so: 
important án event—thé majority must rule, for their decision 
is the law.. And if there is another wish that I may be per- ` 
mitted to express, if is, that the people of Arkansas, my native | 
land, and the land of-my fathers, may unite in onë common > 
verdict and build up a living.rampart of freemen, united in one ` 
sentiment, eschewing all geographical distinctions—seeking’ one 
common destiny now and forever. ; - j | 

It is not unbecoming, I presume, that I should narrate hastily 
the recent évents connected with the surrender of the United 
States arsenal at this plate. In November. last, almost imme- 
diately supervening my inauguration, a troop of sixty United 
States artillery was marched. from the. borders of Kansds,. 
where their services were more needed, to the Little Rock arse- 
nal. Such a thing was unprecedented, and I believed that they 
were sent here, contemplating the action of thè southern states 
touching the propriety and rights of secession. I must frankly. 
admit that this movement aroused my suspicions, and met my ` 
unqualified disapprobation, for I knew fall well that their prè- ~ 
sence would prove a constant sourcë of irritation, and in this I 
was not mistaken. The-states of Louisiana and Mississippi 
having declared their independence of the general government 
early in J annary, and necessarily putting themselves. by armed 
occupation in defiance of hostile invasion by.thée Mississippi ` 
river—eitizens of Arkansas on the border of that stream be- 
.came sensible of the iniminent peril they were in if a collision ` 
ensued. Every device was by them immediately adopted to. 
procure arms at their own cost for their defence. The supply. 
at the North proved to be. inadequate to the. demand from the 
aper are ree enon were ee and impediments í enero’ 
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by northern people. against. the transportation of arms. nate 
. and none could be obtained. 

In this state of insecurity, a public meeting. was held i in the 
town of Helena, expressing the opinion that it was my duty, as 
governor of the state, to take the arsenal at Little Rock, offer- 
ing 500 men to join in the enterprise. I responded. by tele- 


graph, as I had received the intelligence, that my position was, ' 


that the arms in’ the arsenal should néither be removed nor 
destroyed, nor would I permit the fort to be reinforced by fed- 
eral treops. Considering a reinforcement in the heart of the 
state in time of profound peace as tantamount to a declaration: 
of war, but until one or the other of these events occurred, I 
should not need the services tendered by the people of Phillips— 
'eounty. ' Various rumors subsequent to this, seemingly well 
authenticated, reached me that United States troops were on 
their way to Little Rock: to reinforce the arsenal. Feeling that . 
if I permitted. this to be done, without making an effort to pre- 
vent it, that I should be lacking in duty, and being anxious to 
avoid the necessity of coming in collision with the federal 
authorities whilst the state was yet in the Union, I addressed a 
- communication to Capt. Totten, commanding the arsenal, to the 
purport that I could not consent that ‘the munitions: of war 
under his command should be removed or destroyed, or that the . 
post should be reinforced by additional troops—adding that any 
assurances that he might be.able to give. me, touching the 
observance of these three points, would greatly tend to quiet 
the public mind, and prevent a collision between the citizens 
of the state and the federal authorities. 

The response to this communication was, that s so far as he 
could or dare act, to prevent a collision, he would act, but that 

—he owed his allegiance ‘to the federal government, and must 
necessarily carry out any orders made .by superior authority, 
that he would lay my communication before the secretary of 

| war, at Washington, and if permitted, advjse me of. his instruc- . 
tions. Ten days elapsed, ‘and no response was communicated 
tó me from the: secretary: of war: From this, I felt. apprehen- 
sive that reinforcements were to be sent, and was on the look- 
out night and day for their arrival. 

In the midst of, this excitement and anxiety, Mr. J. A. Ash- 
ford, a highly respectable citizen, of this «place, a Kentuckian 
by bir th, and a true friend of the South, came to my office and . 
announced that he had learned by current report in Pine Bluff 
the day previous, that the steamer S. H. Tucker, ascending the 
river, had on board three or four hundred federal troops, des 
tined for the Little Rock:arsenal. This seemed improbable, 
though possible by all means, and luckily, before I consented 
to act Upon his information, I . tegtired him to, reduce his state- 
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ment to writing. - ""Phis he did without hesitation, atid ‘it is now 
on file in my office. - Linstantly ordered cannon to: be planted | 
on the wharf, to intercept the: landing of the troops, and dis- 
patched messengers to ascertain the truth ior falsity of. the 
report....On Sunday. afternoon, February 3d, they returned, 
reporting that there were no troops on the Tucker, as had been 
reported. I immediately ordered the cannon to be returned - 
.and the. volunteer force commanding them disbanded. .. ^ 

The rumor spread; however, in. various directions, and on 
Tuesday the.4th; volunteer troops came in from the counties of 
Phillips, J efferson, Prairie, White, Monroe, Hot Spring, and 
otlier counties, numbering some eight: hundred men, with the 
avowed purpose of taking possession of the arsenal. The 
excitement became intense; the town council of Little Rock. 
assembled and passed resolutions expressing the opinion that 
the demonstrations made on the part of the volunteers, was 
disrespectful to the executive, communicating their resolves 
to me through a committee, Ina verhal response, I announced . 
. to the committee,. that I did not se regard it, that the people 
were the judges of their own safety, and they deeming it neces- 
sary for their own protection, to put the arsenal.in the pos- . 
session of state authority, until the people acted in convention, -- 
was not, by me, construed into disrespeot for the. constitüted 

authorities. I advised the committee, however, that the volun- 
teer forces were neither here by my authority, nor -within my 
‘knowledge. ‘A meeting of. the citizens then took place, request- 


ing me to demand the surrender of the. arsenal by authority, -` 


tendering me their. aid and sympathy if I would consent.to do - 


so. To this I assented cheerfally, and after some negotiation, D 


Capt. Totten surrendered the post to me, to be kept intact until 
the people of. Arkansas, through their delegates in ‘convention, l 
should absolve me from. that trust. . 
The correspondence referred. ‘to, is herewith. submitted for 
your examination. . l 
mE ' ‘HENRY M. RECTOR, 
Governor. of- Arkansas. 


. 


Which, together with the address referred to, was. read and 
received. . 2E os . 2 

Mr, Kelley moved to refer the message to , the committee « on 
 staié affairs. — ME 

Mr. €ypert moved to- amend by referring s -S0 T of the 
message. as referred: to federal - relations, to the eomniittee on 
federal relations; which amendment: was: accepted, and the 
motion prevailed. - EE 
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.Mr. Thomason gave notice that on Monday. next he would 
introduce the following additional rule, to-wit: | 
Rule 39. The President shall require that debutant confine 


themselves strietly to the question pending Belpre the conven- 
tion. 


On motion of Mr. Stillwell, the convention. "adjourned until 


crai morning, 10 o ‘clock. 
"DAVID WALKER, 
President. 


Monar, A March ith, 1861.. 
Convention met inredas to adjournment.: 
Prayer by Elder a 
Roll Called: 
PRESENT: 
A. Messrs.. Adams of Izard, Adams of. Phillips, 1 Baber, 
Batson, Bolinger, ‘Bradley, Bush, Bussey; Campbell, Carrigan, 
‘Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypert, Desha; Dinsmore, Dodson, 
Dollarhide, Echols, Fishback, , Fl anagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, 
Garland of Hempstead, "Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Grace, 
Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, 
i Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, Johrison, Kelley, Kennard, 
- Lanier, Laughinghouse, Mansfield, Mayo; Murphy, Parks, Pat- 
 terson of Jackson, Patterson of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, Rob- 
— inson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, 
Stirman, Stout, Tatum, Thomason, Totten of Arkansas, Totten 
of Prairie, Turner, Walker, Wallets: Wn Williams, Yell 
.and Mr. President—72. 
The journal of: Saturday was read, —" and signed. 
“Mr, President laid before the convention certain documents, 
relative to the seizure. of the United States: Arsenal, at Little 
Rock; which, on motion, of Mr. Gunter, were referred to the . 
` committee on state affairs, withóut being read. See Appendiè: 
i , Motions and resolutions were in order. 
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Mr. Murphy presented the following . 


RESOLUTION:. 


"Resolved, ‘That the. officers: of this convention be paid the | 
same: per diem that siniilar officers of the General. Assembly . 
received atits laté session, and that the sergeant-at-arms receive 
the same. pay as thé door keeper, to be paid out of the appro- 
priation made by the General Assembly, to pay the necessary 
expenses of this convention: . _ . 

Mr. Gould. moved the. adoption . of the. ‘resolution; - which js 
motion was sustairied, and the resolution accordingly adopted. 

Mi. Robinson offered the following | 


. RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, That itis ihe ‘deliberate - sense of this. convention, l 
that African negroes, and the descendants of the’ African race, 
denominated slaves by all the constitutions of the southern. 
slaveholding states, is property to. all intents and purpóses, and 
ought of right to be so considered by all the northern states, 
being expressly implied by the conei ion of the United States; 
and a denial on the part of the. people of the northern states, - 
of tlie right of property in slaves of the southern states is, and 
. of right ought to be, sufficient cause, if persisted i in by northern 
people, to dissolve the political connection between said states. 


‘Which, on motion of Mr. Garland ` of Pulaski, was referred g | 
to the committee on federal relations.” ` s 
Mr. Hawkins of Ashley offered the following 


. RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, That it is ‘the sense of ‘this convention: thatit iti is the 
duty of the governor of. the State of Arkansas to resist, by force 
of arms, any.attempt on the part of ‘the federal government, to 
levy menor money, within the limits of, or against said state, 
for the purpose of coercing: back into the said federal Union, 
any one, or all of the seceded states, for the purpose. of hold- 
ing or retaking arsenals or forts in any of said states, or for the 
~ purpose of. ERtelng the. collection P duties and Hapat there- 
from. 


: Which resolution, upon motion of M. Garland of Pulaski, 
was also referred to the.committee on: federal relations.: 
` Mr. Thomason presented the following preamble and ` 


T M , RESOLUTIONS: 


We, the people of ‘the. State . of Aikansas,: jn ‘convention % 
asseinbled, in view of, the Sree, and distracted: condition 


bL E 


, M 


5 | ^ SOURNAL'OF 


-of our once happy and prosperous. country, and of the alarm- 
ing dissentions existing between the: northern and southern 


sections thereof; and desiring that. a fair and equitable adjust- — 


ment of the same may be made; do hereby declare thé follòw- 
ing to be just causes of complaint on the part of the people of 


'- the southern states, against their brethren of the northern, or 


non-slaveholding states:. 

1..People of the northern ‘states bye organized a political 
party, purely sectional i in its charaeter, the central and eontroll- 
ing idea of which is is, hostility to the institution of African 
slavery, as it exists in the southern states, and that party has 
elected a President and Vice President of the United States, 
pledged to administer the government upon principles incon- 
sistent with the rights, and: subversive of the interests of the 
people of the southern states. 

. 9. "They have denied to the people.of the southern states the 
right to an equal participation in the benefits of ‘the common 
territories of the Union, by refusing. them the same protection 
to their slave property therein that is afforded fo other property, 
and by declaring that no moré slave states shall be admitted 
into the Union. 

3. They have declared that Congress possesses, under the 
constitution, and ought to exercise, the power to ‘abolish slavery 
in the territories, in the District of Columbia, and in the forts, 
arsenals, and dock yards of the United States, within the limits 
of the- slaveholding states. l 

4. They have, in disregard of their constitutional obligations, 
obstructed the faithful execution of the fugitive ‘slave laws by 
enactments of their state legislatures. 

5. They have denied the citizens of. southern states the right 
of transit through non-slaveholding states with their slaves, 
‘and the right to hold them while temporarily sojourning therein. 

6. They have.degraded American. citizens by placing them 
upon an equality with negroes at the ballot box. | 
. To redress the grievances hereinbefore complained of, and as 

x means of restoring harmony and fraternal good will between 
the people of all the states, the following amendments to tlie 
constitution of the United States are proposed: 

1. The President and Vice President of the United States 
shall each be chosen alternately from a slaveholding and non- 
slaveliolding state—but, in no case, shall both be chosen from 

 slaveholding or non-slaveholding states. =e 


2. In all the territory of the United States now held, or which | 


may hereafter be acquired, situate north of latitude 36 deg. 30 
min., slavery, or involuntary servitude, except as a. puntshment 
‘for crime, is-prohibited while such territory shall remain under 
' térritorial government. In all the territory now held; or which 
may hereafter be Sud. south of said line of line of latitude, 


— 
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slavery of the African race is-hereby recognized ag existing, - 
and shall not be interfered: with by Congress, but shall he pro- .. 
tected as propérty by. all the departments of the territorial gov- 
ernment, during its cóniinuanoe,. And when ‘any’ territory, 
north or south of said line, within such boundaries as. Congiess 


may prescribe, shall contain the. population requisite: fòr a. 


member of Congress, according .to-the then, federal ratio of 
representation of the people of the United States, it shall, if. 


its‘form of government be republican, be, admitted into.the . - 


Union on an equal footing with the original states, with or 
nt slavery, as the constitution of such new state may pro- 
Vide. "M ES A A T us s "Ae 
3. Congress shall have no power to. legislate ‘upon the sab- 
ject of slavery, except to protect the eitizen in his right of pro- - 
perty in slaves. b MT eee a E oe 
4. That in additioñ to the provisions of the third paragraph 
of the second section of the fourth article of the constitution. of 
the United States, Congress shall have power to provide, by 
law, and it shall béits duty so to provide, that the United States 
shall pay to the owner whọ shall apply for it, the full, value of 
his fugitive slave, in all cases; when the marshal, or other offi- 
cer, whose duty it was to arrest said fugitive, was. prevented 
from so doing by violence; or when, after arrest, ‘said fugitive 
was rescued by force, and the owner thereby prevented. and 
obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy: for the recovery of his 
fugitive slave under the said clause of. the constitution and the . 
laws made in.pursuanee thereof. And in all such-eases, when 
the United States shall. pay for.such fugitive, théey,shall have 
the right, in their. own: name, to sue the county 1n which said 
violence, intimidation -or rescue was committed, and'to recover 
from it, with interest aud damages, the amount, paid by them. 
for said fugitive slave. ` And the said county, after it las paid 
said- amount to the United States, may, for its indemnity, sue 
and recover from the wrong doers or rescuers, by whom the 
owner was ‘prevented from the recovery of. his fugitive slave, 
in like- manner as the owner himself might, have sued and 
recovered, A SIMA DE RM IN 
5. The third paragraph, of the:second section of the fourth. 
article of the constitution, shall not be -eonstruied to prevent 
any. of the states from haying concurrent jurisdiction with the 


- United States, by appropriate legislation, and through the action | 


of their. judicial and ministerial officers, .from enforcing the 

delivery of. fugitives from Jabor tothe person to whem.such: 

service orlaberisdue. — . ^ 5. 21.005. i s 7 
6. Citizens of. slaveholding states when traveling through, or 


‘temporarily sojourning -with ‘their. slaves in‘ non-slaveholding 


states, shall'be ‘protected in their right of property: ih such. + 
slaves. : M TE CM UM RECTA X 


t 
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7; The elective franchise, and the right to hold office; whether . 
federal, state, territorial or municipal, shall not be exercised by 
persons of the African race, in whole or in part. 

8. These amendments, and the third paragraph of the second 
section of the first article of the constitution, and the third 
paragraph of the second section of the fourth article thereof, 
shall not be.amended or abolished, without the consent of all 
the states. `. 

That-the sense of the people of the- United States may be 
taken upon the amendments above proposed: 
` 1. Resolved by the People of Arkansas in convention assembled, 
That we recommend the calling of a convention of the states 
of the Federal Union, at the earliest practicable day, in accord-. 
ance with- the provisions of the fifth article of the constitution 
of the United States. 

2. Resolved further, That a committee. of three delegates of | 
this convention be ‘appointed, whose duty it shall be to lay — 
before the the President: and Congress of the United States 
‘and before the governors and legislatures of the several states, 
a copy of these proceedings. - 

3. Resolved further, That looking to the call of a National 
Convention; as recommended in the first resolution above, this 
convention elect five delegates to represent the State of Arkan- 
` sas in such convention. . 

. 4. Resolved further, That a. committee of five- delegates of 
this convention be appointed to prepare an address to the peo- 
ple of the United States, urging upon them the importance of 
a united effort on the part of the patriotic citizens of all sec- _ 


 - tions and parties to save the country from the dangers which 


impend it, and. which threaten its destruction—and especiall 
. to arrest the reckless and fanatical. spirit of sectionalism nort 
and south, which if not arrested, will inevitably involve | us in 
a. bloody civil war. . 
. Mr. Grace moved that the resolutions be received, and that 
200 -copies be printed. for the use of the convention; which | 
motion prevailed. i 

Mr: Gould presented the following resolution, which, upon 
his motion, was referred to the committee on federal relations: 


^ Resolved; That this convention recognize the right of any : 
state to withdraw from the Federal Union, when, inthe opinion 
ef such state, a longer continuance in such Union will tend to 
the subversion of'her constitutional rights and liberties. 


. Mr. Kennard offered, as an additional resolution to those 
offer ed. by Mr. Thomason, tlie following: 
. Resolved id the e People of th the State of Arkansas in convention. 


A 
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assembled, ‘That we deem, the en to the federal con- 
stitution, proposed i in thë: foregoing resolutions, or amendments,’ 


substantially the same 4s those, as necessary to the security of 


the people of the southern states in their rights to slave pro-' 


perty, and that we will make the incorporation of these amend- 


mentsin the constitution, the sole and: only condition’ upon: 
‘ which Arkansas will continue her connection with the federal 
goverüment,. - 


Mr. Floyd moved its ieoi and. that it should be printed . 


with Mr. Thomason’s resolutions; but. after some gue: 
Mr. Kennard withdrew the resolution. ` 

Mr. Thomason ealled up the additional rule of which he hod 
previously given notice.. 


Mr. Patterson of Jackson moved to o by striking out 


the word “ strictly;" which. amendment was- accopied: and o 
rule as amended, was adopted. E 
Reports from committees were in order: 


Mr. Turner, from the committee on federal relations, made | 


"wet 


the following: 
REPORT: ` 


Mr. Punom l . ; 

. The committee on federal relations, to which was refer- 
. red sundry resolutions, beg leave to report the following: | 
.1. Resolved, That the government of the United States of 


America is a government of consent, and can only be admin- - 


istered by the will of the governed, legitimately expressed, 

2. Resolved further, That the domination of a local and sec- 
tional majority tends to the despotic oppression of the. minority, 
and is contrary to the-spirit and genius of our government. 


:8. Resolved further, Thet the inauguration of the, present | 


administration of the United States, by the vote of a sectional 
majority, is an indignity to the southern states, grieyonp to be 
borne, and of which they justly complain. . 

4. Resolved further, That any attempt on the -part of the. 


the federal government to coerce a seceding state, byan armed | 


force, will be resisted by Arkansas to-the last extremity. —'. 
th. Resolved further, That-we solemnly protest against the 
quartering of United States troops'in any of the forts, arsenals 


or dock-yards, in any of the southern: states, for the purpose of.. 


coercing any of the states that have seceded from the federal 
- Union, or for the purpose of preventing others from withdraw- 
ing from the same, without the consent of thé state'in which 


_ such forts, arsenals, or dook-yards may be situated; while e ; 


United Riser is: at "gens with other m Eq si 


hl hg M A < à ~ 
" E : 3 > m 
ae i H vt vt * È H : + ` j = 
ME 


Pot 


» 


56. JOURNAL OF 


- 6th. Resolved. further, That the execution. of the federal laws 


-in the seceded states, in the collection of revenues and duties, 


by other means than. the local and civil authorities, or the re- 
capturing of. the forts, arsenals, and other property of the fede- 
ral governnientin the seceded: states, by. an armed force, would 
be coercion. 


All of which ia’ ieat submitted. . p 
TURNER, Chairman. 


. Which was read and received. 


Mr. Desha offered the following amendment: 


Resolved, That we earnestly and respectfally remonstrate . 


against our sister border states taking any part in any action 
on the part of the federal government tending, towards a re- 
capture or retaking of any of the forts, arsenals or dock-yards 
in any of the seceded states, but wé earnestly hope that they 
will firmly maintain a pacificatory course and use every patri- 
otic and manly effort to bring about an honorable and amicable 
adjustment of our present difficulties and to restore peace and 
harmony to the country. 


Mr. Adams, of Phillips, also offered the following as an 
amendment to the report. of the committee: 


Resolved, That the State of Arkansas will take and hold i 


possession: ‘of the arsenal at Little Rock, and will not- permit 
any force of the United States to be quarteréd or placed therein. 


Mr. Kelley moved its reference to the committee on federal 
sclanans " 

Mr. President announced that the hour for sculls duane 
passed, the proposed amendments would lie on the table. 

Mr. Kennard, from the committee on elections, made the fol- 
lowing E ; B 


ÉEPORT : E "E: 


Mr. Passmsxr— l i = 


* 


Your comraittce d to whom was referred a communica- 


tion from his excellency, the governor, in which he declines to 


; issue his proclamation to the sheriff of Fulton county, to hold . 


an election to elect a delegate from.said county to this conven- 
tion, in accordance with a resolution passed by the convention, 
have had the same under consideration, and respectfully repont 
as follows: l 

Your. committee are unable to perceive the force of the rea- 
soning by whith his excellency seeks to avoid the performance 


. of the duty enjoined upon nm by the aria SEHEN to. 


* 
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His excellency “ perceives no authority under the constitution ` 


or laws of. this staté, by which he is authorized to issue a pro- 
clamation requiring an election to: be held for a delegate to the 
convention, on any other than the 18th day of February." He 
communicates the important information that “ a proclamation 


issued by him, withowt law, requiring. a subordinate officer to do 


an act which the people have not authorized him nor. the governor 


to perform, will trench upon their reserved rights, and savor ` 


strongly of usurpation.” 


` 


It appears to your committee.that this convention. being, in 


legal contemplation, the whole peóple of the state, and the 


governor being the servant of the people, a resolution of this 
convention is as high a sanction as his excellency, or any other 


state officer, could have, or should desire, for any act. required. 


of him, especially for any act necessary. to the. objects contem- 
plated by the assembling of the. people. in convention.. And 
if: his excellency did not hesitate to obey: the direction: of the 
legislature, contained in the act calling this conyention, and. 
did issue his proclamation, in-aecordance with the, provisions. 


of said act, for an eléction\to be held on the 18th-day.of Feb- | 


ruary, by how much this convention exceeds an ordinary legis- 
lature, in power and authority, with so much the more reason 
and propriety should he obey the. direction. of the convention, 
contained in the resolution referred to. And further, your com-. 


mittee are of opinion that, if, as his excellency suggests, the . 
right to order and make provision for holding this election, “is ` 
within the scope of powers resting in the convention,” beyond - 


question, to make that power available, for the end desired, the 


convention may require of the governor, or of any other officer ' 


of the state, the exercise of any authority reposed in him’ by 
law, as in ordinary cases. — ... 


* 


His excelleney having volunteered. a disquisition on the 
nature. of government, in which he announces the navel doc- 
trine that, “It is the. prerogative of the people to form and 
remodel governments—the. duty of the legislature to enact tlie 
laws, with a judiciary to expound, and an executive to enforce 


theni;” your committee, on behalf of the convention, would 
venture to siggest to him another important corollary to. these . 


propositions, which may have escaped his observation, viz: that 
a convention of the people is supreme.over all the departments 


. of government provided for by the organie law: of the state, — 


that-all officers provided for by law are .but servania to the 
people, and the people have a right to require of them the 
performance of any duties within their. appropriate and desig- 
nated spheresof action. And further, if the people may.“form 
_and remodel governments,” they may. alter or abolish. offices: 
. also, and their will is the tenure by which all.offices are held.. 
His.excellency doubts the power of the convention “ to em- 
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* 


power the governor to perform a ministerial aot; ” and so inti- 

mates that the act required of him by: the resolution referred toy, 

- 4s a ministerial act. Without proposing to discuss such a tech- 
nicality, your committee "would simply remark, they can not | 
perceive how any. material distinction can be made between 
issuing the proclamation required in-this ease,.and issuing a 
similar one in any other case provided for by law; or why the 
people, in convention assembled, may not, in that capacity, 
impose a duty upon the governor, as well as by legislative 
enactment or by-a constitutional provision. 

- In view of- these considerations; your committee are of opin- 
ion that his excellency has acted, if not in disregard of the 
authority, at least under a strange misconception of the power 
of this convention, and of the principles involved in the ques- 
tion of duty presented. to him by said resolution. 

In order, therefore, that his excellency may distinetly under- 
stand that the convention dissents from the views expressed'in 
his communication, and may be assured of the wishes of the 

_ convention, in the premises, your committee recommend the 
adoption of the following . 


RESOLUTIONS: ' 


Resolved, "That his excellency, Henry M. Rector, governor of 
the State of Arkansas, be, and he is, hereby authorized and re- 
quested to issue his proclamation to the-sheriff of Fulton county, 
requiring him to hold an election, in said county, on: ‘Monday, 
the Ist day of -April next, in accordance with the provisions of 

` the act of the General Assembly calling this convention, for the 
|» purpose of electing one delegate from said county to this con- 
vention. . . 

Resolved further, That the secretary of this convention be, 
and he is, hereby instructed to place a copy .of the foregoing 
report and resolution in the hands of the governor forth with. 


KENN ABD, Chairman. 

Which was read and received. 

Mr. Yell suggested an amendment to the first resolution , by 
authorizing the president 1 to issue an order for holding said 
election. l ' 

Mr. Murphy. objected. 

Mr. Kelley; from a select committee, màde the following | 


DEMNM REPORT: 
| ‚Mr. Passmsxr— 


: Your committee, appointed to confer with the ministers 
, of the: gospel resident in this city; and request them to open 
he sessions of ‘this convention with prayer, have performed 


i 
x 
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their duty, and "— that such, ininisters have agreed that one 
of their number will be present to officiate each morning during. 
the. session. "UN 


Which was read and received. ` 


The unfinished business on the calendar was then taken up:. 


On request of Mr. Floyd, Mr. Carrigan withdrew: his motion 


to postpone the consideration of ordinance No..1,in order that - 


it might be referred to the. committee on ordinances; Thich, on 
motion of Mr. Floyd, was done; ^. - s 


Mr. President stated that the Proposition to ER the E 


consideration of the resolution introduced by, Mr. Echols, would 
be in order. | : 


After considerable debate; the votrgention; on ee of Mr. . 


Turner, adjourned until to-morrow morning, 10 o èlok, 
: _ DAVID ‘WALKER, 
zd President. 


us March. 12th, 1881. 


:Conven tion met pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Wheat. | u. 


PON ot . 
PRESENT: | 


Messrs diens of Izard, :Adams of. Phillips, Austin, | Baber, 


Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush; Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, 


Clingman,. Crenshaw;- Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dod- . 
son, Dollarhide, Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort , Fuller, i 
Garland of Hempstead; Garland of Pulaski, Gould, - Grace, - 
Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawking of Sevier; - 
Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, Johnson, Kelley, Ken- — 
nard, Lanier, Laughinghouse, Mansfield , Mayo, Murphy, Parks, | 
| Patterson of J jackson, Patterson. of Van Burén, Ray, Rhodes, 


Robinson, Shelton, Slenions, Si ith, Smòotë, Stallings, Stillwell 


, KELLEY, Chairman. : 
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Stirman, Stout,. Tatum, Thómason, Totten of Arkansas, Totten. 

- of Prairie, Turner, Walker, Wallace, Watkins, Williams, Yell, 
‘and Mr. President—783. —— - " 

The journal of. yesterday was read, approved mid signed. 
Motions and resolutions were in order. 


Mr. Fishback offered the following . + 


LM | RESOLUTION: 


Resolved, That the president of this convention be, and he i is, 
hereby authorized to appoint one commissioner to each of the 
slaveholding states, to request their co-operation in an effort, 
through a national convention, to secure an adjustment of our 
political troubles, upon the basis of the resolutions offered by 
Mr. Thomason on yesterday. 


Mr. Mayo offerered the following resolutions, as an additional 
amendment to those of Mr. Thomason: 


Resolved,. 1st.. That whereas, the power of the government 
of the United States has passed into the hands of a strictly 
sectional majority, who have manifested an intention to render 
the commerce of the South subsérvient to the interests of the 
North; the opinion of this convention is, that it is positively 
necessary for the security of the South that the aforesaid 
government be forever prohibited, by a constitutional enact- 
ment, from levying an impost beyond a strictly revenue point, 
not to exceed 25 per cent. in any one case. , 

Resolved; 9d. That whereas, abolition incendiaries are at- 
tempting to corrupt the minds of the Indians upon our frontier, . 
and stirring them up to hatred of the people. of the South— 
- there: should be.an amendment to the conection making such 
acts felony. 

Resolved, 3d. That. having attempted, time and again, to 
obtain an acknowledgment of our rights in this manner, and 
having been repulsed as often as attempted, we are determined 
to make common cause with our sister seceding states to main- 
tain our rights and liberties. 

Resolved, 4th. Whereas, certain. designing enemies of our 


country's cause have attempted. to poison’ the minds of the || 


people by charging upon the advocates of southern rights an 
attempt to build up a. government founded upon property 
qualification, by the abandonment of principle; we denounce 
to the world our disbelief in-any such Uere as neither being 
founded in reason or fact. — .. 


. Mr. Totten, of Arkansas, by. leave, TE ie „printing, both. 
of the résolution. offered. by Mr. Fishbaek; and those. of Mr. 
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"Mayo; in connection with: those offered by d Thomason on 
yesterday; ‘which motion prevailed... . 

‘There being no other’ regular. business before the convention, 
on motion of Mr. Watkins, the: ‘special ordér of ‘the day, being 
the resolution offered’ by Mr. Adams, of Phillips, relative: to 


instructing the committee ‘on’ ordinances to prepare an ordi- _ 


nance for the ‘immediate : ‘and unconditional secession of the 


State’ of Arkansas from the Federal Union, and tapan the same . 


to this convention, was taken up and. read): 

An animated discussion: ensued, which. was participated in 
by Messrs.:Slemons, Smoote, ‘Cypert and J ohnson;-and, at the 
close of the remarks of ‘Mr. J ohnson, én motion of Mr. Echols, 

the convention adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 of the 
clock. . 
| . DAVID WALKER, 
| | President. 


X E March 136, isel. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment.. - d 

- There being no minister in attendance, the. opening prayer 
Wasomitted. —— 4 © ^^ | ^7 

Rolt —, . l | 
: PRESENTE 

Messrs. Adams of Izard, Adams of Phillips, hts Baber: 
Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell,. Carrigan, 


‘Clingman, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, Dollarhide, | 


. Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, ‘Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Garland of 


Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould,. Grace, Griffith, Gun- .. 
ter, Hanly, Hawkins of. Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hill, Hil. 
liard, Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, J ohrison, Kelley; Kennard, Lanier, . 


Laughirighouse, Mannes Mayo, Murphy, Forks, Patterson 
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of Judpsdn: Patterson of Van. Buren; Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, 
Shelton, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, 
Stout; Tatum, Thomason, Totten, of Arkansas, Totten of Prai- 
rie, Turner, Walker, Wallace, Watkins, Williome, Yell and 
Mr. President—71. 

` Journal of yesterday read, approved and signed. 

Mr. President laid before the convention the petition of 62 
citizens of Washington county, praying that the Crittenden 
propositions may be accepted by this convention as the. basis of 
a settlement of the present difficulties. - 

Mr. Robinson asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr. 
Crenshaw, on account of indisposition. ` 
. On request of Mr. Grace, the use of the hall was granted to 
. Hon. Robert W. Johnson, to deliver an address to-night, 
Motions-and resolutions were in order. 


_ Mr. Echols offered the following 
RESOLUTIONS: 


Wuznzas, The remarkably strong Union sentiment which 
prevails in this convention, leaves us no hope of the secession 
' of the State of Arkansas from the Federal Union, which was a 
blessing under Washington, but a curse under Lincoln. And, 
whereas, This convention is consuming a considerable amount . 
` of the state funds, with no hope of obtaining value received; 
and whereas, the’ predominating sentiment of this convention 
seems to be submission io the administration of Lincoln. 
- Therefore,  . 

Be it resolved, That this convention is a nuisance, and should 
be adjourned sine die immediately. . 

Resolved; further, That the people be requested to take their 
. destiny. in their own: hands, and. determine to live as freemen, 
or die as soldiers. 

- Resolved, further, That as liberty or déath was the rallying 
ery of George Washington, it should be that of the Sours. 


Mr. Kelley moved to postpone the resolutions indefinitely. 
Mr. Turner moved.to reject the resolutions: — 
. Mr. Garland of Hempstead, moved that the convention re- 
fuse to receive the. resolutions. - 
The question was put on the motion to reject, which motion : 
: prevailed, and the resolutions were thereby rej jected. 
Mr. Laughinghouse offered the following preamble and 
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| RESOLUTIONS: , 


E M It has been charged by. certain persons that the | a 
object and intent'of the sécessionists are to build up a govern- 
ment founded upon property qualification, at the sacrifice of - 
principle, which is.untrue, and not founded in reason or fact, — 

Resolved, That this convention will not indorse such heresies, 
and aré willing. so to. a themselves by. disapproving : of 
such doctrines. | | 

Mr. Laüghinghouse moved. their adoption, n 

Mr. Flanagin called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Watkins called for a division of the question. - 

Mr. Hobson offered the following amendment: 


Resolved, That this convention is totally indifferent to what’ 
outsiders and. ultraists express of its action or intentions, and - 
feels no interest in any rumor irrelevant to the purpose for 


‘which it was convened. 


Mr. Flanagin offered the following. as a substitute for the 
resolution: 

Resolved, That thet true Dads of all dns government is 
that representation should be apportioned amongst the people 
according to population, and not according to the value of 
taxable property, and that no property qualification, for any 
purpose, should ever be established. 


After some discussion, En Leughinghosie, on leave, withdrew a 


his resolution. 


Mr. Garland of Hempstead offered: the following 


` RESOLUTION: 
Reseed. As the sense of this convention, that the people of - 


^ Arkansas prefer’ a perpetuity of this Federal Union to its dis- . 
memberment, or disruption—provided it can be perpetuated upon 


a basis recognizing and guaranteeing equal ciue and. M dis c 
to every State in the Union south as weld as north. 

. Mr. Stillwell moved its adoption. ho 

Objections being made, the resolution was received and 
piace on the calendar. |. |^ ; ; 

. Mr. Watkins moved that the convention take: "up Mi. Thoma- = 
son’ s resolutions... ! | 

. Mr. Watkins afterwards atiendod his motion; by nisking said i 
resolutions’ the special order for to-morrow morning. 10 o'clock. | 

"Mr. Thómason moved to amend the resolution introduced by 


* ^. 
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.. Mr. Adams of Phillips, instructing the committee on ordinances 
.-te report-an ordinance for the immediate and: unconditional 
` Becession of Arkansas, from the Federal Union; and instructing 

them to report, in: its stéad, the resolutions introduced by him 

on Monday. i 
Mr. Watkins withdrew his motion; 

Mr. Hanly offered to amend the Seis of Mr. Thoma- 
son, by striking out allafter ihe preamble, and inserting an 
ordinance which he then introduced, entitled an ordinance to 
dissolve the Union between ‘the State of Arkansas and the 
other states-united with her, under the compact ‘known. as the 
d: Constitution of the United States of America,” and that the 
comrnittée take into consideration the resolution of Mr. Adams 
of Phillips, the resolutions of Mr. Thomason; and.the ordinance 
ut introduced, and report on them together. 

E AN ORDINANCE, 

To ii the Union betiveen the State of Arkansas and the 
other. States united with her under the compact entitled “ The 
Constitution: of the United States of America.” 

Srorroy 1. We,-the people of the State of Arkansas, i in Con- 
vention assembled, do -declare and ordain, and it is hereby 
declared and ordained, that the ordinance adopted by the Gene- 
-ral Assembly ‘of this state, on the eighteenth day of October, 
Anno Domini one thousand, eight hundred and_ thirty-six, 
whereby the propositions set forth i in an act: of the Congress of 
the United States, entitled * an .act supplementary to an act 
entitled ‘ an act for the admission ‘of the State of Arkansas into. 

_the Union, and to provide for the due execution of the laws of 

. the United: States within the same, and for other purposes; " 

approved the twenty-third day of June, Anno Domini, one thou- 

. :sand, eight hundred and thirty-six, and also all acts and parts of 
~~ acts of the General Assembly of this state on the same subject, 

` and recognizing the connection of. this state with the U.S. of 

America, under the compact entitled * The Constitution of the 

, United States of America,” are, .hereby repealed; and that the 

union now subsisting between the State of Arkansas and the 

other states, under the name of * The United States of Ameri- . 

ca,” is hereby dissolved, and all the powers and authority here- 


tofore conferred by this state, in manner aforesaid, to the United ' | 


States. of America, are hereby resumed by this state, and the 
_people. thereof., 

© Sec, 2. That the provisions above set forth, are not to be in 
force or take effect until the same shall have been approved by 


E 


be sa f 
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the people of this state, to-be: expressed and: ascertained in the- ^ 
-ywanneér: hereitrafter- provided, that is to. smy:the president of. 
this convention. shalt: forthwith isme a procianiafionordeting ` 

an election in- all fhe counties in this state; submitting: to. the 

: . “as ges 4 val Thi 
people the question. of "Approval" or 1 PIS "of this 

Ordinancé, and thé -provisións theréof the; sáid election to be . 
held on the first Saturday of! May, Anno’ Domini 064; whieh’ . 
election shall be held: at the same places; and becomtueted in . 
the same manner, and. governed by- the same laws,-that state 
‘elections are now conducted and governed; Provided, That the 
sheriffs of the several counties chat? bé required'tó"*give only 
tén- days’ notice of said election. =, ^^, oo o 0 
` Sze: 3. That the ballots or tickets;to be used and voted at 
such eléction, shall be indorsed, “ appt al ” or “disapproval,” 
from which a count shall be made; Bhd th question determined 
ré&pecting this ordihanóéé, as afoféamidi = — ^. oes 0 0 

That the judges of said election: shall ‘make returns thereof 
to the clerks of their: respective county courts,’ who shall. open 
and compare the same ns now required hy law, and make an , 
abstract of the votes given, which shall be filed in His office. - 

. Sec. 4. That each.clerk: of the county court, inimediately 
afterthe examination-and:comparison of the returns aforesaid, 
shall deposit in the post office.at his county. seat, a certified - 
copy of the abstract filed in his office of the rétuims of such” 
election, directed to the: secretary of'staté at the séát of gov- 
ernment. . ME ee ee ee ee ae 

Sec. 5. If there shall be a failure to.receive any of the re- 
turns of such election, at the seat.of government for two mails - 
after the samé is due, the secretary of state shall dispatch a — 
messenger to the county, from wich returns have not been . 
received, with directions to bring. up such returns or. copies. 
thereof. | v ue ee 

Sec. 6. That it shall be the duty of the secretary of state, in 
the presence of the’governor, auditor, treasurer, and judges of 
the supreme coürt, or any three or more of said officers, within 
- thirty days, after the time herein allowed to. make’rétirns: of 
such election, or sooner, if all the regurns have been received, | 
to cast up and arrange the votes from the several counties, or - 
such of them as have made returtis; arid: make out-and file in 
his offite an abstraét; showing thé nuiber:of yotdsi¢ast for - 
“ approv&l,".and the number of votes. cast for'tdisapprovab" -.— 
and if it shall appear from said returns that a iajority of all ^. 
‘the votes cast shall be" for ** approval” tin, and fii that event. 
the governor of- this state shall forthwith ixsweal proclamation, — 
declaring shid' fact, and cause the same to;be-publiched,in five 
‘or more newspapers in this state, from and affer-which.precla- — 

- mation this ordinance shall bé taken atid held tobe titall force ` 
and efféet, às if ho cordium had been diiriexiód thereto: but if, - 


S. 
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on ra bonia a majority of said votes shall be for“ disap: 
- proval,” then, and in that event, this ordinance shall be taken 
and held as if the same had never been passed. 


Mr. Président stated the . question to be onthe: amendment 
proposed to the resolutions of Mr. Adams, of Phillips, by Mr. . 
” Thomason, and the amendment of Mr.. Hen to the amend- 
ment of Mf. ''homason. - : ; 

Mr. Harily moved that the consideration of said questions 
be made the special order for to-day. 

Mr. Totten, of Prairie, moved that they be made the special 
order for 2$ o'clock; which motion was lost. - 

On motion of Mr. Garland, of Hempstead, it was ordered 
that 200 copies of the ordinance introduced by Mr. Hanly, be 
printed for the use of the convention.. i 

‘Mr. Floyd moved that the convention take a recess until 2 
o'clock; on which motion, Mr. Kelley called for the yeas and 
nays, and Mr. Floyd then withdrew his motion. ` 

. Mr. Fishback moved to adjourn until 2} o'clock, bat after- 
wards withdrew his motion. 

- Mr. Grace then moved to take a recess until 923 o lod Nus l 
motion prevailed on division. | Z 


he 


; l R4 cloc. ' 
Convention met. E mot, m 
Roll Bauen. D uu - i f 

PRESENT: ; 5 
Messrs: Adams of Izard, Adame of Phillips; Auai; Mater 

Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Campbell, Carrigan; Cling- 

man, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson; Dollarhige, 

Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Garland fof | 

. Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Grace, Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, 

Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of. Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, - 

- Hobson, J esten Kelley, Kennard, Lanier, Laughinghouse, Mans- ` 

field, Mayo, Murphy, feres Patierion. of J um Patterson. ef 
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Van Bursa: Ray A Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton; Siérions, Smith, P 
Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Tatum, Thomason, Í 
. Totten of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, Turner; Walker, Wal- i 
lace, Watkins, Williams, Yell and Mr. Presidént—6s. E E 

The discussion relating tothe proposed | amendments to the - 
resolution of Mr. Adams of Phillips, and those proposed to the 
resolutions of Mr. Thomason, ‘was commented by Mr. Grace. 

After a spirited discussion, participated in by Messrs. Grace 
and Flanagin, on motion.of Mr. Yell, e contention adjourned 
until 9 o'clock, to-morrow morning. - 


|] te s DAVID WALKER, 
IMEEM EE 4° President, 


, ENT ‘Tasar, March 14d, 1881. 
Convention. met pursuant: te adjournment. : ` IN 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Welch. MEME 
Roll called. a mE E EF x 73 


‘PRESENT! 


& 


Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Austin, Baber, Batson, Bolinger, 
Bradley, Bush, Bussey; Campbell, Carrigan, Clingman, Cryer, - 
Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, ‘Dollarhide, Echols, Fish- 
back, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Garland of Hempstead, p 
- Garland of Palaski,Gould, Grace; Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawk- ` 
i ins of Ashley, Hawkins. of Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, , Hobson, E 
Jester; Johnson, Kelley,’ " Keniard, Tanier,- ‘Laughinghouse, 
Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Patter- l 


son ‘of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton,’ Sem- . 


‘ons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Tatum, x 
Thomasor’ ‘Totten of Arkansas, Totten of Pralnie, Turner, 
Walker, W E ‘Watkins, Afia, Ye e Me Presi- | 
 dent—70., T Ne C 


t 
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Mr. Austin asked and obtained leave of m for Mr. Adams 


"of Izàrd, on account of indisposition.. 


. The journal of. yesterday \ was read, approved: and signed. : 

Mr Mansfield, on leave, moved that the resolution introduced 
heretofore, by : Mr. Adams of Phillips, i in relation to the arsenal 
at Little Rock, be referred to the committee, onstate affairs; 
which motion : prevailed, and. the resolution was accordingly 
referred. T | 

Mr. Carrigan then moved that the jun of the conimittee 
on elections be .taken up, which motion prevailed, and the 
report was read for information. 

Mr. Patterson moved that the report be laid on the table; on 


which. "n 


Mr. Murphy called for the yeas and nays. : 
Mr. Garland of Palaski, offered the following as a substitute 
for said report: MN E 


Resolved, That the pr esident of this convention d and he i is 
hereby required. to forthwith issue.a proclamation for an elec- 
tion to be held in the county of Fulton, for a delegate to this 


` convention, \ which election shall take place on the first Monday 


in April next, and such. proclamation shall require the sheriff 
of said county to give ten days’ notice of such election. 


‘Mr, Patterson ie withdrew his motion to lay the tepon on ` 
‘the table. 

Mr. President stated that the question would be on the adop- 
tion of the report. ’ . : 

Mr. Gould moved fo * recommit with instrüctions to report a. 
résolution authorizing the. president to order an election i in Ful-. 


ton county on a day certain. A | 
Mr. President again stated tlie. question fo bé on the saepe. 


tion of the report. . 

| Mr. Patterson of Jackson then renewed his motion to lay the. 
report on the table. 

Mr. Yell moved to adopt the substitute. ‘offered Lr Mr. Gar 7 
land. | 

Mr. President stated the question to be on the motion of Mr. 
Patterson of Jackson to lay the report on the table. ~- 

M Hanly: rose to a poirit of ordėr, and Mr. President stated 


H e 
t n 1 Bee 1 H ay ’ i t 
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1 * 


the quéstión to lie € on the motion of. Me: "Go to redominit, 
upon whieh - ame 


Mr. Jester “called | for the elis dud Hays, whisk call x was. sus- | 


tained, ordered; ‘and hid, with the followiig ré 


Ysas—Messrs. Küams of "Phillips, Batson, " Clé; Giver, a 


Dollarhide; Echols, Flanagin, Floyd, Fuller, Gould, Hawkins of 
Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier, 


Laughinghouse, Máyo, Patterson of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, i 


Robinson, Shelton, Smoote, Tatum, "Toiten of Arkonsas, Totten 
of Prairie, Wallace and ‘Vell—2s.” l 

` Naxs—Messrs. Austin, Boli inger, "Bradley, Bush, ‘Bassey, 
` Campbell, Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, Fish- 


back, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Grif- . 


fith, Gunter, Hanly, Hobbs, Hobson, "Jester, Kelley, ‘Kennard, 
— Mansfeld, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Van Büren; ‘Slemons, 


Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman’ ‘Stout, Pa Turner, E 


Walker, Watkins, Williams ‘and Mr. President—39. - 
So the report was not Técorhrüitted. 


* 


Mr. Garland of Palaski, moved to adopt tlie report of f the A 


committee, which. was adopted on division. 


Mr. Garland of Pulaski then moved the adoption of | the Süb-. 


$ 


stitute offered by "him. 
‘Mr. Hanly moved to amend as follows: 


And that the election hereby directed to be held, be held at 


the.same places, and be conducted in the same manner in 
which state elections are now held under the laws of this state; 


and that the clerk of the county court send up the result of | 


said election by the person who, may receive a majority of the 


' votes cast, to the secretary of state of this state, within ten- 


days after the result of said election shall be ascertained, in the 


manner now prescribed by law; Provided, This convention. 


shall then be in session, otherwise the said returns shall, be.sent 
up in the way now ‘provided by law, asin case of the’ gover- 
 norseleetion. — . 

. Mr. Desha moved tò amend the substitute proposed, by strik- 


ing out the word “ first,” and inserting ix Tiéd thereof the word 


^ third, ” go as to read the “ third Monday in April.” - 


Mr. “Mansfield moyed to amend by aye an additional reso- 


Jution,. to- wit: . "OD EE 


Resolved further, That ‘the reddent ‘of this. ‘convention p a 
and he i is heteby authorized and directed, to issüé a proclama- i 


“ao 


* 
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tion to thie sheriff of del proper eou ty, requiring an election 


for a delegate or delegates to fill such vacancies as may, occur 
in the representation of any county or counties in this conven- 
. tion, and that such election be hekl-on such day as said presi“. 


. dent-may apvoint,..and in all: respeets: in, accordance with the 


provisions of. the act.of the General Assembly, approved 15th 
January, 1861, 


Which amendments were severally accepted, ‘and the resolu- — 
tion as-amended was ‘adopted. . "E 
Mr. Mansfield offered the following , oT 


RESQLUTION: . 
Resolv ed, That his excellency ‘Henry! M. Rector, governor 


of ‘Arkansas be, and he is hereby requested to inform this con- - 


vention of the expenses pér day, of holding the United States 
arsenal at Little Rock, under the. stipulations by. and between 
his excellency and the United States officer dian E in command 


of said arsenal. 


Which, on motion of Mr, Mansfield, v was adopted. : 
Mr. Kennard moved that the consideration of the amend- 
ment to the amendment of the resolution of Mr. Adams, rela- 


tive to instructing the committee on ordinances, be taken up; 


which motion prevailed, and the discussion was resumed. 

After a spirited debate by. Messrs. Hanly, Gould and Cling- 
man, upon motion of Mr, Hobbs, t the convention ‘took a recess 
until 24 o'clock, p. m. 


$^ ow i. 9j o'cLock, P. M.- 
Convention met. We 7» 

Roll called. 

It appearing that there was tio quorum present, ‘upon motion 
of Mr. Carrigan, the convention took a recess for five minutes, 


when the zoll was again caledi) >. < 


2 po PRESENT: 


Messrs. Adams of. Phillips, Baber, Fatum, Bolinger, Bradley, 


, Bush, Bussey, Campbell,, Carrigan, Clingman; Cryer, Cypert, 


| uS p que. pune none: Floyd, Fishback, 


at 
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Faller, Fort, Garland of Hemps tead; Gata of Palasid, Gould, . 
Grace, Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins’ of Ashley, Hawkins ` 
. of Sevier, Hobbs, Hill; Hobson,” Jester, Johnson; Kelley; Ken- | 

nard; Lanier Laughiighousé, Mansfield} Mayor Murphy Parks, 
Patterson of Jackson, Patterson’ of Vac "Büten;R&y Rhodes, 
Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith; Sinéote; Stallings Stilkwell, 
Stirman; Stout, Thomason, Totten of Arkansas: Totten of 
. Prairie, Turner, Walker, . Walháée, airs Williams, Yell 
and Mr. President—66. i * 
‘Mr. Murphy asked. and óbteitied. leave of absende for Mr. . 
Austin, on acéount of indisposition. ` iD E 
"There being a. quorum present; Mr. Clingman, who gave way. 
for a motion to take a récess, resumed his'rerharks.:- 
: "After Mr. Clingman, followed: Mr: ‘ypert ‘and Mr. “Mayo: . 
On motion of Mr. Désha, the sonventiok adjourned until 9 
o ‘clock to-morrow y morning. ` p 
i * E DAVID WALKER, 
: President. 


| = 


p p March 15, 1861. 
Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
` -Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Stanley. MEN 
Dosis mn Aes | 
* 2 PERSENTI: PNEU ee m 
bas dus of. Phillips, Baber, Batson, Jelinpe, ‘Bradley, 
Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, Clingman, Cryer, Cypert, | 


Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, Dollarhide, Echols; Eishback, Flan-. | 


agin, Floyd, -Fort, Fuller, Garland of Hempstead, Garland of - 
. Pulaski, Gould, Grace, Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins-of 

Ashley, Hawkins.of Sevier, Hill; Hilliard, Hobbi; Hobsoh, Jès- . 
` ter, M E Kelley, Kennard, Ranier, Loiglinghousé, mae P 
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. field, "Mayo, Murphy, Parks; Patterson of. Jaekson, Patterson of 
. Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, , Robinson, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, 
l Stallings, Stilwell, Stirman, Stout; Fatum, ‘Thomagon, Totten 
of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, Turner, Walker, ‘Wallace, ind 
kins, Williams, Yell and Mr. President—89, . " 
Mi. Laughingheuse asked. and. obtaihed leave. of absence for 
Mr. Shelton. . Y 
Mr. President stated that the resolution adopted sendas | 
had been enrolled, but that he did not; feel authorized to sign i£ 
Without its first being compared by a committee. appointed: for 
that purpose, or its being read before the convention. . 
Whereupon, on motion of. Mr. Hanly, the resolution as 
enrolled. was read, and the president authorized to sign it. 
‘On motion. of Mr. Fishback, the ordinary business of the 
convention. was suspended, in order that the discussion pending 
. at the adjournment yesterday evening might be resumed. 
— Mr. Mayo then resumed his remarks, at the close of which, 
On motion of Mr. Tatum, the'convention took a recess until 
| 2b 0 'elock. j 


l ` 24 o'cLock, P. M. 
Convention met. 
Roll called; A 

' PRES EN T: 


' Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Baber, Batson ' Bolinger, Bradley, 
Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, Clingnran, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, 

-Dinsmore,. Dodsdn, .Dollarhide, Echols, ‘Fishback, Flanagin, . | 
: Floyd, Fort, Faller, Gould, Griffith, . Gunter, Hawkins of Ash. 


My, Hawkins of Seviér, Hilliard, Hobbs, Jester, Keley,Ken- — 


. ` nard, ‘aughinghouse, ‘Mansfeld, ‘Murphy, Mayo, Parks; Patter- 

"son of Jackson, Patterson ef Van ‘Buren, Ray, Rhodes, Robin- 

seni: Shelton, Slémoris, Smith, Smoote, StaHings, Stiliwell,; Stout, 
` Tomum Thomason, Totten of Arkaia Totten of Prairie, Tm-. 


* 
ML 


n 
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ra 


‘ner, Walker; Wallace, Washing Wiliams, Foll pani Mr. Pre: 
sident—57.  ... ro 


. Mr. ‘Smoote asked. ud. stained. eave of: sbietes for Mr. g 


Bussey. — EM I idoneo be deo: 


“The discussion sonal: P t-the t time of tak nga: —— was ) 
‘then resumed. After oe from Messrs. Turner, Smoote | 


and Kelley, - 

On motion of. Mr. Jàlinson, ds convention’ alowed until 9 
o'clock to-morrow- morning, Mr. Adams, òf- Phillips: county, 
having. the floor.. ree Daa dordt: 

2 Pe ode e vA “DAVID. WALKER, 
j . : TD EM EM ERECTA e m oue GIA President, 


: Hen. Ma: d 16, 1861. 
Convention met, pursuant tó adjournment. 

Prayer by the Rev. P. S. G. Ma 

Roll called. 


PRESENT: 


‘Messrs. Adame of Phillips, Baber, Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, 
Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, Clingman, Cryer, Cypert, i 
Desha, Dinsmere, Dodson, Dollarhide, Kehols, Fishback, Flana- _ 


gin, Floyd, Fuller, Garland of Hempstead, ‘Garland of .Palaski; 
Gould, Grace, Griffith, Guntér; Havly, Hawkins of Ashley, Haw- 


kins-of Sevier; Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, Jester, Johnsen, Kelley, - 
Kennard, Lanier, Lawghinghouges Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy; " 
Parks, Patterson ‘of Jackson, Puttérson of Van Burén, Ray, . 


Rhodes, Rabinsoa, Shelton, Slemons, Smith; Smoote, Stallings, 


‘Stillwell, Stimman; Stout Tatum, Thomason, 'Fotten:of Arkan- . 
sas, Totten of Prairie; Tartér, M'alkef, Wallace, ‘Watkins; 


Williams, Yell and Mr. President—68. ` 


Mr. Cypert asked. and obtained. leave of. absenos, for Mr, | 


icons on account of HORT, CE 


Yong 
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Journal of ye&terday read, approved and signed. - 

Mr. Hanly, on leave, presented to the convention the follow- 
ing resolution of. the- Congress of the: Southern Confederacy,. 
and the accompanying letter from the President of the Con- 
federate States XE Ameriea, to the "President of this Conven- 
‘tion: : i 


H 


. A RESOLUTION, ^ ^' 


. To authorize ihe President to send a Cominissioner to the State.of 
Arkansas. 


The ne of the Confederate States of America do resolve, - 
That the President be, and ‘he is hereby: authorized to.send a 
commissioner from this government to the convention of. the 
state of Arkansas, to consult touching matter’ concerning their 


mutual interests. 
HOWELL COBB, 
President of Congress 


IN CON GRESS. . | 
I certify that the above ie non was adopted by Conero 


March 4th, 1861. 
E- J. HOOPER, . 
Secretary of Congress. 


. Pu " ` 
To the President ‘of the Convention of Arkansas: 


Sin—The government of the Confederate States of 
America. having an earnest desire that the State of Arkansas 
should unite her destines with ours, I have been authorized to 
appoint, and do hereby appoint Williamson S. Oldham, a. dele- 
gate in the Confederate Congress from the State of Texas, as 
special commissioner of this government.to the State of Arkan- 
sas. -And I have the honor to introduce him to you, and 
ask for‘ him a reception and treatment ‘corresponding to his 
station, and to the purposes for which he is sent. . These pur- 

poses he will more fully explain to you. I have learned, with 
great satisfaction, that you and the body over which you are 
called to preside, have assembled for the purpose of taking 
into consideration your relations to the government of the 
. United States. Feeling that we have common interests, com- 
mon wrongs and common dangers, we cordially invite you to . 
unite with usand to adopt the only mede of redress which, in 
our judgment, wall secure our future wangui and d safety— 


THE a A l _ = 15 


= 


apani jd ihe United: States: Hoping. that: throngh his 
agency these dbjects may be accomplished, F avail myself of 


this occasion to offer to you the. re of oy moai distin- H 
JEFF. DAVIS. 


£N 


guished consideration. 


ME 
b 
^ 


` MoxraoMgRY, FON i. 
: March 9th, 1861 Pool pt T. 

Which were read. " 7 i de He 

Mr: Hanly moved. that- a ‘committee ef. TM be EET to | 
wait on such. ‘commissioner, invite. him te. communicate his . 
mission to the convention at a practicable moment, and that. 
he be permitted to. take a seat within the bar of the. conven- 
tion. TEX x " 

- Which motion prevailed, and Mr. President appointed Messrs: 
Hanly, Stirman and Murphy such committee. . 

Mr. President ‘then presented. the: following comriunication. 
from his excellency; governor Henry M. Rector: 


Exucvnys Dune, Little Rock, ^o» 
a 15th, 1861. 
Hox. Dav Wie. 


| President of the State TONES 


l Sin—I am in receipt of the resolution. passed bye your . 
honorable body, requesting me to inform the convention of the 
expenses per day of holding the United States arsenal at Little 
Rock, under the stipulations between myself and Capt. James 
Totten, lately in command of that post. — : 

In résponse to which, I beg leave tọ report that the pay of 
the twenty-three men now stationed at said. arsenal, officers 
and privates, amotünts to $27 25 per day+-+++++++++. -$27 95 
POR RoE per day- PIN ed ren hane (P 5 60 


Aggregate amount. SMe ails cats aes ens 29 25 

Upon the' surrender -of the arsenal, 8th February; owing tó 
the then excited condition of the public mind, and having in . 
view the large amounteef public property liable te destruction 


: stored in the arsenal; I ordered, the post to:be, garrisoned. by one 


^ 


hundred men. - 
In a day or two subsequent, ‘the number was depleted 


‘materially, and. so ot, ^as; clretimetances” would. permit, and 


quiet was restored; the. commaud has heen gradually dimin- 
ished to its present number, the cost per day. corresponding 
proportionally: with the rates above given for the present t num- 
ber. - j f i : 
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I beg leave further fo submit for the cotisideration of the 
convention, that any directions that it may deem necessary 
and -proper te. make; touching the retention of that post, until 
the status of Arkansas shall in some mode. be finally deter- 
mined upon, will be complied with on my. part, whatsoever 


that may be. But, if upon the other hand 1 am left without ~ 


instructions upon this subject; I shall regard it to be my duty, 
knowing the exposed and defenseless condition of our citizens, 
. to keep tbe arsenal under the control of state authority, until 
the representatives of- the people in- convention, or in their 
legislative capacity, shall absolve mé from that trust. 

In doing this, however, the most. rigid economy will be 
observed that surrounding. circumstances may warrant. The 
- Phillips Guards,” now stationed at the arsenal, upon the 
adjournment of your honorable body—in the absence of direc- 
.tions given by the convention-—will be relieved from: duty, and 
the post put upon a peace’ footing—making it. necessary only 
thenceforward, to retain some two or three persons to preserve 
the munitions of war, gróunds, etc., ete., intact. 


Respectfully, 
. H.. M. RECTOR. 


| Which was read, ada on motion of Mr. Kelly, referred to 
iké committee on state affairs. 
. On motion of Mr. Garland of Pulaski, a sent within the bar 


of the convention was allowed to Dr. L. P. Blackbure of Lou- ' 


isiana. 

The consideration of the —— to the inn to 
the resolution of Mr. Adams of Philips, relative to instructing 
the committee on ordinances ‘to. ‘report’ an;ordinance for the 


immediate and unconditional secession. of the State of Arkan- 


sas trom the Federal Union, was resumed. 

Mr: Adams of Phillips, who asked the floor for this horae 
ón last evening, then discussed the question. 

Mr: ‘Yell was called to the chair. ` 

Mr. Smith followed Mr. Adams.in the debate’. | l 

` Mr. President restimed the ehair, ànd: Mr. Smith yielding to 
a motion to.adjourn, Mr. Yell.moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock, 
Monday morning, on which Mr. Cypest ealled for the meat and , 
nays, when Mr. Yell withdrew his-motion. .. . 

Mr. Hanly: then ‘moved to adjourn until 9: o 'clock Monday 
morning; and Mr. Cypa renewed the call of the yeas and - 
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nays, which being sustained. was „ordered, and. had with the ` 


n 


following result: 


Yess—Mesers, Echols, Floyd, Henly, Hawkins. of Sevier, ed 


Hill, Hilliard, Ray, Totten of Prairie, and: Yeli—9. 


Nays—Messrs. Adama, of. Phillips,. Baber, Bolinger, . Bussey, E 


Campbell; Carrigan, Glingman, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, — 


Dodson, Dollarhide, Flanagin, Fort, Falter, Garland of. Hemp- 


stead, Garland of Pulaski, Grace, Griffith, Gunter, Hawkins of | 
Ashley, Hobbs;Jester, Jehnaon, Kelley, "Lanier, Laughinghouse, 
Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, Parks; Patterson of Jackson; Rhodes, - 


Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith; Sinoote, Stallings, Stillwell, 
Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Totten of. Arkansas; Turner, Walker, 
Watkins, Williams. arid Mr: President—1. 


* 


So the motion did not prevail. | t. MM 


. On motion of Mr. Yell, the convention then. took a recess i 


untill 3 o "clock, P. M. 


.- ^ “> -o’orock, P. M. 
Li Mc od « . . 
Convention met. - : a 
Roll. called. 


E 


PRESENT: 


Messrs. Batéon; Bolinger, Bradley, B Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, 7 
Clingman, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsniore, Dedson, Dollarhide, 


Echols, . Fishback, Flanagin; Floyd, Fort; Fuller, Garland of 
Hempstead, Garland of. Pulaski, Gould, Griffith, Gunter, Haw- 


kins.of Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hobbs, Jester, Kelley, Ken- 
nard, Laughinghouse, Mansfield; - Mayo; ‘Marphy, Parks, Pat- ` 
terson of Van Bureii; Ray, Rhodes; 'Robinson, Shelton, Slem- | 
ons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stilwell, 'Stirman,. Stout, Tho- 
mason, Totten of Arkansas, Turner, Wakker; Wallace, Watkins, . 


Williams and Mr. President —97.: 


Mr. Smoote ‘asked and, obtained' Teàve of: isene for Mr. m 


Bussey; < on account of indisposition. 


Ay . aa M Pos 3 E \ rad d a. A 
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Mr. Smith then resumed his argument, at the conclnsion of 
' which, Mr. Garland of Hempstead, called for the question. 

Mr. Garland of Hempstead, moved. a call óf the house, 
which motion prevailed, and it: appeared that Messrs.. Adams 
of Izard, Austin, Crenshaw, Hobson, Jackson and Spivey were 
absent on account of indisposition, and, Messrs. Echols, Floyd, 
Grace, Hanly, Lanier, Smoote, Watkins and Yell were absent 
^ without permission. > . `.: 

. Mr. Hanly- appearing within the bie on € -Mr. Garland 
of Hempstead, withdrew the motion for &c&ll of the convention. 

After some debate, Mr. Hill móved to adjourn üntil Monday 
morning 9.0 clock; JOHN motion piain on division. - 
x io par DAVID WALKER, : 

= a ' Be M President. 


N 


ot 


», 
v 


Monpay, March. 18th, 1861. 
Gouseuton met pursuant to adjournment. 


. There being no minister present, the. opening prayer was 
dispensed with. i E 


Roll called: . ' . - E i 
: ' PRESENT: 


Meista, Adams of Izard, Adams of E Austin, Baber, , 
Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, 
Clingman,, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, Dollarhide, 
Kchgls, Fishback, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Garland of Hempstead, 
. Garland of Pulaski, . ‘Gould, Grace, Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, 

Hawkins of. Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hilliard, Hobbs, Jester, 
Johnson, Kelley, Kennard, Lanier, Mansfield, . Mayo, Murphy, 
Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, 
' Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings; Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, 
Tatum, Thomason, Totten of Arkansas; Totten of Prairie, Tur- . 
. mer, Walker, Wallace, Matus ere Yell ahd Mr, Presi- 
i  dent—64.. EC 


=~ d 
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"Mr. Shelton. pica and obtsined: leave of absence for Mr. 


Laughinghouse, on account. of indispesition. Es 
Mr. Campbell asked and: obtaiued leave of absence for Ms. 
Patterson of Van Buren, on: account of indisposition. 


. Mr. Johnson asked: and obtained leave. of absence for. Mr. 


Hill, on account of indisposition: - 

Journal of yesterday read, approved. and P 

Mr. Hanly, on leave, presented the following. report from the 
committee appointed to. wait npon.the:; Hon, Williamson. S. 


Oldham, the commissioner fromthe Confederate States of Ame- © 


rica: ` $55 UR Qu x JT 

Mr. Presmewt— "n l 5 
The committee appointed | to wait upon. the Hon. Wil- 

.liamson S. Oldham, the commissioner of the Confederate States 


of America to this- ‘convention, ‘have’ performed the duties: 


assigned them, and have. instructed me to report the result. 


Your committee had the honor to wait upon the Hou. William-. 


son S. Oldham on Saturday evening last, and informed him that 


this convention would be pleased to receive him in their hall, 


and receive from him any. communication he might have to 
make to this* body touching the ‘subject of his mission... I am 
instructed to say that your committee were requested to pre- 
sent the compliments of Mr. Oldham to this convention aid his 
` thanks for the honor conferred upon him-individually, and the 
Confederate States of America, which he has the honor to rep- 


resent, by the invitation to appear before the convention and. 
communieate the objects of his mission. . He "desired your com- .- 


mittee furthér to say that it would suit. his convenience to` 


appear before the convention and make ix communication at 


10 o’clock, A. M., this day. 


All of which i is respectfully submitted, and your T 


ask to be discharged from further duties, ete. 
= & HANLY, Cena: 


Which was —à and on motion: of Mr. Floyd, received. 


Upon motion of Mr. Gould, vie Convention took a recess. 


unus 10 o o'olock. 
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PRESENT: 


“Messrs! Adams of Phillips, Austin, Baber, Batson, Bolinger, | 


Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell; Carrigen; Clingman, Cryer, 

| Cypert, Dinsmore, Dodson, Dollarhide, Echols, Fishback, Floyd, 
Fuller, Garland of Hemrstead, Garland of Pulaski, Grace, 
Gyiffith, Gunter, Hawkins of Ashley, * ‘Hawkins of Sevier, Hil- 
liard, Hobbs, Johnson, Kennard, Lanier, Mansfield, Mayo, Parks, 
Patterson of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, 
Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, Stout, Tatum, Thomason, 
Totten of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, Turner, Walker, Wal- 
lace, Watkins, Williams, Yell and Mr. President—s6. 

Mr. Hanly as chairman of the committée. appointed to wait 
on the Hon,- Williamson S. Oldham, then introduced him to 
the President, who, in turn, introduced him ‘to the convention. 

‘After the. communication, was made, Mr. President stated 

+ hat the question would be on the amendment to the amend- 
ment of the resolution offered by Mr. Adams of Phillips. 

The question was then called,.and, on a call of the conven- 


fion, it appearing that several delegates were absent, on. 


account of indisposition, on motion, a committee of three, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Watkins, Hanly aud Gunter, in connection 


with the secretary, were appointed by the president, with in- i 


structions to wait on such absentees, and receive their votes on 
‘the proposition now. pending. before the convention. ` 

On motion of Mr. Smoote, the convention ngok a recess until 
ic iz p. m.. y 


3 2$ o'cLock, P. M.. 
Convention met. S 
v Roll called. . E" 

^^ PRESENT: 

Messrs. Adams of Izard, Adams of Phillips, Austin, Batson - 
lu cd Bust, ee Campbell event, ‘Cling- 
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man, Crenshaw, Cypert, Desha; Dinsmore; Dodson, Dollarhide, 


. Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Garland’ of ^ 
. Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Griffith; Gunter, Haw- l 
kins of Ashley, Hawkins of Seyier, Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, . 


- Jester, Johnson, Kelley, Kennard, Lanier, Mansfield, Murphy, 
Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Patterson. of Van Buren, Ray, 
Rhodes, ‘Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, 
Stillwell, Stirman, Stouts Tatum, Thomason, Totten of Prai- 
rie, Turner, Walker, Wallace, Watkins, Willianis, Yell and Mr: 
President—63. . : 

Mr. Bussey asked and: obtained leaye of abseneé for. Mr. 
Cryer, on account of indisposition. 


On motion of. Mr. Watkins, the convention tool a recess for | 
ten minutes; ‘at the. expiration of: which time, the roll was-again UC 


called,-and it appeared that Messrs.- Hill, Jackson, Laughing- 
house. and Spivey were absent on account of indisposition., 


Mr. Watkins moved that the committee appointed to wait — 
on such absentees, have 15 minutes in which to see them, and . 


receive their votes; which motion prevailed. 
The committee having performed the. dnty assigned. hei, the 
roll was again called. 
7 ‘PRESENT: 


ux 


Messrs. Adams of Izard, Adams of f Phillips Austin, Baber, m 
Batson; Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan,. 
Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dod-: 


son, Dollarhide, Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, 


- Garland of Hempstead, Garland of: Pulaski, Gould, Grace, |. ~ 
Griffith, Gunter, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hil- 
liard, Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, Johnson, Kelley, Kennard, Lanier, | 


Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Pat- 
terson.of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, 
Smith, -Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell,.-Stirman, Stont, Tatum, 


. Thomason, Totten “of. Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, Turner, 
Walker, Wallace, Watkins, Williams, Yell and Mr. President l 


—10. 


“Mr. Watkins, on- the part- of the committee appointed to 
receive the votes of the, absentees, asked and, obtained , leave, 
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to make a verbal report, aud to — their votes when their 
. names should be called: 


Mr. Thomason called -for the yeas and nays, which call bong 


` sustained, was ordered, and had with the following result: 
 Y2as—Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Baber, Batson, Bussey, 
Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Dollarhide, Echols, Flanagin, 
Floyd, Fuller, Gould, Grace, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Haw- 
kins of Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier, Laughinghouse, 
Mayo, Patterson of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Slenions, 


Shelton, Smoote, Tatüm; Totten of dE Totten of Prairie, 


- Wallace and "Yell—35. : EE" 
'" Navs—Messrs. Adams of Izard, dcin; Bolinger, Bradley, 


Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, 


Fishback, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, 
Griffith, Gunter, Hobbs, Hobson, Jackson, Jester, Kelley, Ken- 
.nard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Van Buren, 
Smith, Spivey, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, 
Turner, Walker, Watkins, Williams, and Mr. President—-39. 

So the amendment of ‘Mr. Hanly to the amendment of Mr. 
Thomason, to the resolution .of Mr. Adams, of Phillips, v was 
` lost. | m. og 

Mr. Watkins offered. the following amendment to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Thomason: ; | 

Amend by striking out the second uai and inserting 
the following: . 


Resolved, 'That the President of this Convention transmit to 
the President and Congress of the United States, and to the 
governors and legislatures: of the several states, a copy of these 
P. 
- Resolved, That the vote for or against the above resolutions, 
m amended, be taken, without reference to a | committee, as 
"proposed i in thé original resolution. 


Which amendment Mr. Thomason accepted: 

Mr. Yell ‘offered the following amendment to the resolutions 
of Mr. Thomason as amended, moved its adopon: and called 
: for the eee and nays: . 


AN ORDINANCE: 


' To. dissolve the union between the State vf Arkansas ani aa 


g 


“3 cr’ fee 
* 


THE- CONVENTION.. 83 


., other States united with her: ander, the compact entitled 3 The 

‘Constitution of thé United States. ‘of America.” 

Secrion 1. We, the people of the State of Arkansas, in Qon-- 
ventition assembled, do declare and’. ordain, and it.is hereby 
declared and ordained, that the ordinaice adopted by 'the-Géne- 
ral Assembly of this: state, on. the eighteenth day of' October, 
. Anno Domini one thousand, eight "hundred and thirty-six, 
whereby the propositions set. forth i in an act of the Congress of 
. the United States, entitled “an aét supplementary to an act 


- entitled * an act for the admission of the State: of Arkansas into ^|. 


the Union, and to provide for the due execution of the laws of 
the United States within the same,and for other purposes," - 
approved the twenty-third day of June, Anno Domini, one thou-:- 
sand, eight hundred and thirty-six, and also all-acts and parts of 
acts of the General Assembly of this state on the same subject, . 
and recognizing the connection of this state with the U. S, of . 
America, under the compact entitled “ The ‘Constitution of the 
United States of America,” are hereby repéaled; and that the 
union now subsisting between the State of Arkansas arid the 
other states, under the name of “ The United States of Anieri- 
ca,” is hereby. dissolved, and all the powers and authority here- ` 
tofore conferred by this state, in manner aforesaid, to the United 
States of America, are hereby resumed by this state, and the 
people thereof. 

Sno. 2. "That the ‘foregoing preamble and resolutions and 
ordinance shall not nor shall either of them be in forée until 
they shall have been approved. by the people of this state, to 
.be éxpressed and ascertained in the manner: hereinafter pro- 
vided; that is to say, the president of this convention shall forth- 
with issue a. | proclamation, ordering an election in all the 
counties in this state, submitting to the people: the question as: 
to which they will approve, the preamble and resolutions, or 
. the ordinance. ` The said election to be held on the first Satur- 
. day of , 1861; which election shall be held at the same 
- places, and be conducted i in the same manner, and governed 
by the same laws, that state elections are now in this state con- 
ducted and governed; Provided, That the sheriffs of the several. 
‘counties shall be required to give only ten days’ notice of said 
election. 


- Sc. 3. "That the ballots, or tickets, to ‘be used. and voted, at ` 


said election, shall be indorsed, = approval of the preamble 
and resolutions,” or “ approval of the ordinance;” from which 
said ballots, counts shall be made, and the quuestion determined 
` as to the greater number of votes, and if it appear that. the. 
.preamble , and resolutions shall have the" greater number of . 
votes; they shall be declared adopted; and if it appear that the 
oa has the’ greater number of votes, it shall be declared 

adopted. l . i nce, dh eʻa 


3 
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, . Bzc. 4. That the judges of said election shall make returns 

‘thereof to the clerk of their respective county courts, who shall 
open andcompare, as now compared, the same, as now required 
by law, and make an abstract of said votes elven, which shall . 
be filed in his office 

Sec. 5. That each élerk of the county court, immediately 
after the examination and comparison of the returns aforesaid, 
shall deposit in the post office in his county seat a certified copy 
of the abstract filed in his office of the returns of said eleetion, 
directed to the secretary of state at the seat of government. 

Sec. 6. If there shall be a failure to receive any of the^ 
returns of such. election at the seat of government, for two . 
mails after the same is due, thé secretary of state shall dispatch | 
a messenger to the county from which returns have not been 
received, with directiens to bring up such returns, or copies 
thereof. `- | 

Sec. 7. That it shall be the duty. of the secretary of state, in 
the presence of the governor, auditor and treasurer, or any twe 
of them, within thirty days after the time herein allowed to: 
make returns of said election, or sooner, if the returns have 
been received, of said election, to cast up and arrange the 
votes from the several counties, or.such of them as have been 
received, and make out.and file in his office an abstract show- 
ing the number of votes cast forsthe. preamble and resolutions, 
and the number of votes cast for the ordinance; and if it shafl 
appear that the greater number of votės shall be cast for the 
preamble and resolutions; or if it shall appear that the greater 
number of votes were cast for the ordinance, the governor of 
the state, upon either event happening, shall issue his proclama- 
tion declaring the fact of the preamble and resolutions being 
edopted or the fact of the ordinance being adopted as the case 
may be, and cause the same to be published in five A reer 
newspapers printed in different parts of this state, and if it shall 
appear that the majority of the votes are for the preamble and 
resolutions, that then and in that event they shall be held and 
considered adopted, as if no condition had been affixed thereto. 
And if it appear that the greater. number of votes has been cast 
for the ordinance then and in that event ‘said ordinance shall 
be held and considered adopted as if no condition had been 

affixed thereto—and that either of said propositions, if adopted, . 
_ shall. have the force and binding effect.as if adopted by this 
convention. Upon it being madé appear that either of the 
foregoing propositions are adopted the governor shall forth- 
with issue his proclamation assembling . this convention at the 
capitol on a day to be named by him. = 


Mr. Watkins moved its INC HOMO, postponement, and called 
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for the yeas aud nays, which call being sustained, was s ordered 
and had with the following result: 

Yz«s—Messrs. Adams of Izard; Austin, Bolingsr, Bradley, 
: Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, 
-Fishback, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, -Garland of Pulaski, 
Griffith, Gunter; Hobbs, Hobson, „Jester, ‘Kelley, ‘Kennard, 
. Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Van Buren, Smith, . 
Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Turner, Walker, 
Watkins, Williams and Mr. President—37. 

Navs—Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Baber, Bei Baur. 
Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, .Dollarhide, Echols, Flanagin, 
' Floyd, Fuller, Gould, Grace, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, 
Hawkins of Sevier, Hilliard, Jonson, Lanier, Mayo, Patterson $ 
of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, Smoote, 
Tatum, Totten of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, Wallace and 
Yell—33. i 


^ So the amendment to the’ amendment > was indefinitely post- 


- poned. 


Mr. Batson introduced the” following as à substitute for: the 
resolations of Mr. Thomasen. 


AN ORDINANCE, 


Entitled An Ordinance to provide for the : holding an diha E- 
+ throughout this State, to obtain an expression - of the people 
thereof, touching the éxpediency of secession or no secession. | ' 


. ; Secrron 1. Be-it ordained by the people of the State of Arkan- 

sas, in Convention Assémbled, That hereafter, to-wit: on the 
there shall be an election held throughout 
‘this state, to be in all things conducted and managed as state. 
elections are now held, conducted and managed, under the 
existing Du of this state. 

Sec: 2. Be it farther ordained, by the awthority aforesaid, That 
within five days after the adoption of this’ ordinance, the gov- 
ernor of: this’ state, shall issue his proclamation, directing the 
sheriffs throughout this state to advertise said election in their 
respective counties, stating in said advertisements, the object of 
' said election, and the time and places of holding the same in 
their respective counties, the proclamation of'the governor, 
and the advertisements of the sheriffs, to be publishéd: as now, 
required by law in case of, state elections.  - 

MS 3. Be it disce: na by the ‘authority aforesaid, That’ 
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` at the election hevetaBelors provided for, the tickets or ballots 
voted by the electors, shall be endorsed » secession,” o or à no 
secession.’ E n 
See. 4. Be it Fas ther ordained, bi y the ae ity afor. rani, That 
the returns of such elzction,. shall be made by the same persons 
and to the same officer, and shall be opened and: compared by 


the same persons, in the same manner, and within the same - 


time, as now required by law in case of state elections. 

Szo. 5. Bé it further ordained, by the authority aforesaid, That 
each clerk of the county court, immediately aft ter the examina- 
tion and comparison of the returns aforesaig, shall make an 
abstract of the votes given, and file the same in his office, ahd 
shall deposit in the post office, at his county. seat, a` copy of 
such abstract, directed to the secretary of state, at the seat of 
government, and ifthere shall be a failure to receive any of 
thé returns of such election at the seat of. goverhment, for two 
mails after the same is due, the secretary of state shall dispatch 
a messenger to the county from which returns have not been 
received, "with directions to bring up such returns or copies 
thereof. ^ . 

Sec, 6. Be it fur ther ordained, by the authority aforesaid, That 
it shall be the duty ‘of the secretary of state, in the presence 
of the governor, treasurer, auditor, and supreme judges, or any 


two or more of said officers, whithin thirty days after the time . 


herein allowed; to make returns of such election, or sooner, if . 
all thé returns have been receiv ed, to cast up. arid. arrange the 
votes from the several counties, or such of thém as have made 
returns, and inake out and file in his office an abstract showing 
the number of votes cast for “secession,” and the nuniber of 
votes cast. for “ no secession,” and forthwith cause a copy of 
such abstract to be pubished in five’ or more newspapers printed 
in this state. | 
Sec. 7. Be it further ordained by the ‘authority y aforesaid, That 
if it should. appear from the publication . of the secretary of 
state, as aforesaid, that-a majority of all the votes cast at such. 
election, are for “ secession,” then and in that event, the dele- 
gates of this convention.shall re-assemble in this hall on 
, and the said.vote shall be regarded, considered 
and treated as an instruction to this convention; and the dele- 
gates thereof to.vote for an unconditional. ordinance: ef seces-^ 
sion, and as directions to them to adopt measures by which this 
state can resume to herself all the powers delegated to the 
federal government, by the ordinance adopted by the General | 
Assembly of this state, on the 18th day of October, A. D. 1836. 
Sec. 8. Be it further ordained, by the authority aforesaid, That 
‘if: it shall appear. from the publication of the secretary of state. 
_as aforesaid, that a majority of all the -votes east at such elec- 
tion, arefor “ go secession,” then and itt that event this conven- 
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tion bé, and the. same is. hereby dissolved and adjourned sine 
die. - 
Mir. Johnson shoved the adoption of the substitute, and called | 


for the yeas and nays. — TE . 
Mr. Hobson moved to adjourn until to- -morrow, 9 o ‘clock; 
which motion was carried on a divison.. 
| l : DAVID WALKER, 
President, 


Tonay, March. 19th 1861, 
- Convention met pursuant to. adjournment. 

Prayer by Elder George oe 

Aon called. e 


ar i PRESENT! 


Wises. Adams of Izard, Adams of. Phillips, Austin, Baber, 
Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, 
Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypert, "Desha, Dinsmore, Dod- 
` BON, Dollarhide, Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, 
Garland of: ‘Hempstead, Garland of. Pulaski, Gould, Griffith, 
Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hilliard, 
- Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, J ohnson, Kelley, Kennard, Lanier, Mans- 
field „Mayo, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, 
Robinson, Shelton, Slemons; Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, 
Stout, Tatum, Thomason, Totten-of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, 
Turner, Walker, Wallace, Watkins, Williams, Yell, and Mr. 
President—64. p^ 


Mr. Gould asked and obtained leave of RAM for Mr. 


Stirman, on account of indisposition. 
The journal of yesterday was read, approved and signed. 
The. usual order of. businéss was dispensed with, and Mr. 
President stated the question before. the. convention would be on 
the adoption, of the substitute offered: by. Mr. Batson, to, the 


resolution offered, by Mr. Thomason, as an. amendment to the Ren 
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resolution offered by Mr. Adams, of Phillips, relative to instruct- . 
ing the committee. on ordinances. | . 

Mr. Watkins moved that the convention take a recess until 
93. o ‘clock, p.m. which motion prevailed. 


24 O'CLOCK, P. M. 
Convention met. ` | DEM 
Roll called. E mE 
PRE s ENT: . l 

Messrs. „Adams of Izard, Adams of Phillips, Austin, Baber, 
. Batson, Bolinger, Bradlėy, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, 
Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypest, ' Desha, Dinsmore, Dod- 
son,’ Dollarhide, Echols,- Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, . Fort, 
. Fuller, Garland’ of Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould; 
Grace, Griffith, Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of 
Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, -Hobson, Jester, Johnson, 
Kelley, Kennard, Lanier, Mansfield, Mayo, | Murphy, Parks; 
Patterson of Jackson, Patterson of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, 
~ Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, 
. Stout, Tatum, Thomason, ‘Totten’ of Arkansas, Totten of. 
Prairie, Turner, Walker,. "Wallace, Watkins, Williams, Yell . 
and Mr. President—70. ` 


On motion of Mr. Totten, of Prairie, the convention ad- 


journed until 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
DAVID. WALKER, 
JE ZEE . President. 


ë 


. WEDNESDAY, March 20th, 1861. 
Convention met pursuant to adjournment. - . 

- Prayer by Rev: Mr.. Welch. te 8 7 EE 
Roll called. © «^ BEN I 
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Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, 


Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore,, Dodson; . 
Dollarhide, Fishback,  Flanagin, Floyd, Fort; Fuller, -Garland . 


of Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Grace, Griffith, 


Gunter, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hilliard; Hobbs, Hobson, 
Jester, Johnson, Kelley, Lanier, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Pat- . 
terson-of Jackson, Patterson of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, Rəb- ' 


inson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, 
Stirman, Stout, Thomason; Totten of Arkansas, Totten of: ‘Prai- 
rie, Turner, Walker, Wallace, Weikin k Yell "and 
Mr. President—65. > 

Mr. Shelton asked and obtained leave of "absence for’ Mr. 
Hawkins of Sevier. ! 

Mr. Totten asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr: 


Hill. A 


Mr. Bush asked and obtaineddeare of absence for Mr. Tatum. 
Journal of yesterday read, approved and signed. 


‘Mr. President stated the question to recur on the pure of. 


Mr. Batson to the amendment of Mr. Thomason. 
Mr. Murphy ‘moved to take a- recess | for one hour wien 


motion prevailed. 


At the expiration of Which time, the’ convention reassémbled 
and the roll was called. 


© PRESENTI © 
Messrs. Adams of Izard, ' Adams of Phillips; Austin, Baber, 
Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, 


‘Clingman, Crenshew, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, 


Dollarhide, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Garland 
of Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Grace, Griffith, Gun- 


ter, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hill, Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, - 


Jester, Johnson, Kelley, Kennard, Lanier, Mansfield, Mayo, 


Murphy, Parks Patterson of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, b 
Shelton, Slemóns; Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, | 
Stout,, Thomason, Totten of Arkansas; Totten of Prairie, T'ur-: "n 
‘ner, Peas Watkins, Williams, ‘Yell, and Mr. President—66, 


e. 


Messrs. Adams of ‘Izard, Adams of Phillips, Austin, Babet, Tg 
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Mr. Totten of Prairie, moved to lay the substitute of Mr. 
Batson, the‘amendment of Mr. Thomason, and also the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Adams of Phillips, insormelly: on the table; which 
- motion prevailed. | 
Whereupon, Mr. Totten of Prairie, offered the BONES: 


AN ORDINANCE 


To provide for holding an election in the State of Arkansas, for - 
the purpose of taking the sense of the people of the state on the 
question of “ co-operation” or “secession.” 


‘Secriox. 1. Be it ordained by the people of Arkansas in conven- 
tion assembled, That an election shall ‘be held, in all the coun- 
ties in this state, on Monday the 5th.day of August, 1861, at 
which the question of * Co-operation" or “ Secession” shall be 
submitted to the people of this state; which election shall be 
held and conducted, in all respects, in accordance with the 
laws of the state now in force, prescribing the manner of hold- 
ing elections; Provided, That the sheriffs of the several coun-. 
ties shall be required to give at least thirty days’ notice of the 
"time and places of holding said elections, by advertisement 
thereof, as required by law for ordinary. elections. 

Sec. 9.. Be it further ordained, That the ballots or tickets to 
be uséd in said elections shall be indorsed “ for co- operation? — 
or “ for secession,” from which ballots, count shall be made by 
the judges, and they shall ascertain: how many votes are cast 
for * co-operation,” and how many are cast “ for secession,” at 
their respective precincts, and shall duly certify the result of 
said count, and make return thereof to. the clerk of their respec- 
tive counties, who shall open and compare said returns as they 
are now required by law to open and compare other elec- : 
tions; and each clerk.shall make an abstract of the vote of his | 
county upon the question of * pecena or “ co- operation, E: 
and file the same in. his office; and shall, also, at the same time," | 
make out, under his seal, and deliver to the delegate or dele- 

- gates from. his county to this convention, a copy ef said | 
abstract, to be returned by them to the office of peeretaly of. 
state, as hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That the delegates to.this con- ^ 
vention.shall be made special returning officers, to bring up the | 
certified vote of their respective counties, on the question of , 
“co-operation” or “-secession,” to the office of secretary of | 
staíe; which vote, from all the counties, shall be opened. and 
counted by the Secretary of state, in the presence of the gov-.. 
. ernor, auditor and treasurer, or any two of them, on Monday, | 

the nineteenth: day of August; 1861; and said officers, or any 
three: of them, shall certify to the pregidént'of this convention, 
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wheh the same shall be again convened, as’ hereinaiar: -pro- 


vided, the whole number of ‘votes cast in the state | * for co-ope- ' 


ration,” and the whole number of votes čast “ for sSecession;” 
and if, from) any cause, any delegate shall. be unable. to bring 
up the vote of his county, as herein. provided, he shall have . 
power, and it shall be his duty to appoint a special. ‘messenger, 
to be the bearer of the same, in his stead; and if, from any 
cause, there should be ino delegate from any county, then the - 
clerk of said county shall appoint a mesenger to bring up- the i 
vote thereof. 

Sec. 4. Be it further. ordinum That the delegates or. other 
messengers, who shall bring up the votes ef the different coun- 
ties, shall receive the same mileage as is provided to be paid ` 
to returning oflicers by the act of the Gener al Assembly ealling - 
this convention. . 

Sec. 5. Be it further inse That if it shall appear, “when 
the result of said election shall be made known to. this conven- 
tion, that a majority of all the legal votes cast in the state have | 
been cast for “secession,” then, in that eveht, Such vote shall 
be taken to be instructions to this convention to pass an act of - 
immediate secession, and the convéntion shall at once pass an . 
ordinance, dissolving the connection existing between the State - 
of Arkansas and the federal government, known as the “United . 
States of America;” but if a. majority of all the legal votes 2 
have been cast for. “co-operation,” then this convention shall 
immediately take such steps as. may be deemed proper fo fur- 
ther co-operation witn the border, or unseceded slave states, in 
efforts to secure a permanent and. satisfactory adjustment of ` 
the sectional controversies disturbing the country. — 

Suc. 6. Be it further ordained, That,the president of this con- 
vention be, and he is hereby instructed to issue his proclamia- - 
tion, within ten days after the adoption: of this ordinance, to - 
the sheriffs of the several counties in the state, ‘requiring them 
to hold. an election in their respective counties, i in | conformity to 
the provisions of this ordinance. . 

Ska. 7. Be it further ordained, That when. this convention. 
‘shall’ adjourn, it shall adjourn, to, meet on the 19th day of 
August, 1861. 


.- Which: was read, IE on motion onl Me. Adams of Phillips 
addpted. PENA 

Mr. Watkins then introduced the following preainble and . 

| RESOLUTIONS: o e 0 Usa 


_ Wuerzas, The. States of Virginia and oe in. conven- 
tions assembled, ‘have called upon the border. slave’ states, to-' 
wits Delaware, Maryland, North Catalina, Tennessée; Ken- 
: tucky and Aikansas, to unite with -them in an effort to. apcom- . 
plish a ‘satisfactory adjustment of the sectional differences 
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which threaten ruin and destruction to our oncé happy and ; 


‘ prosperous Union; And whereas, the State of Virginia, through 
her convention, has named the 27th day of. May next, at Frank 
fort, Kentucky, as a syitable.time and place for holding a con- 
` ference or convention of said border slave states, for the pur- 
pose, if póssible, of determining upon a plan of adjustment 
which shall be fair and equitable tó all the states. 

And whereas, The State of Missouri, animated by a like 


patriotic desire to obtain a speedy adjustment of our difficulties, ` 


has appointed commissioners, instructed to represent her in such 

border state convention; at such time. and place as may be: 
agreed upon by two or more of said border slave states. 

. Resolved 1, by the people of the .Stateof Arkansas in convention 

- assembled, That we accede to the propositions of the States of 
Virginia .and ‘Missouri, for the holding of the convention of 

the border slave states, declaring it to be our desire and pur- 

pose to co-operate with said border states in an earnest effort 

to settle the unhappy controversies now distraéting our country, 

in the spirit in which the constitution of our Union was originally 

framed, and consistently with its principles, and in such a man- 

ner, and upon'such a basis, as: shall secüre to the people of the 

southern or slaveholding states, adequate guarantees of their 


a 


rights. -.' j 


. Resolved, 2. That in accordance with the suggestion of the 


State of Virginia, we propose Frankfort, Kentucky, and the 
27th day of May nest, as a suitable place and time for holding 
said conference or convention of the border slave states. 
Resolved, 3. 'That this convention elect five commissioners, or 
delegates, whose duty it shall be, when' notified by the president 
of this convention, that a majority of said: border slave states 
have acceded to the proposition of the States of Virginia and 
Missouri, for holding a border state convention, to repair to the 
city of Frankfort, or to such other place as may be agreed 


upon, on the day designated in the foregoing resolution, or on. 


any other day that may be agreed apon, to meet such commis- 
sioriers, or delegates, as may be appointed by said border slave 
states, for the purpose of deliberating upon the matters herein- ' 
. before referred to. | 
. Resolved, 4. That if said commissioners or delegates, after | 
full and free conference, shall agree upon any plan of adjust- | 
ment, or upon any course of action to be pursued by said states, | 
then the commissióners or delegates hereby appointed, shall 
report the same to an adjourned session of.this convention 


heretofore provided’ for. Be ce 

Resolved; 5. That the president of this convention be instruct- 
' ed tø transmit, immediately, copies of these resolutions to the 
executives of the several states hereinbefore^named, with the 


. request that said exeentives' inform. him, as.soon as practicable, 


J 
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of the action. of their respedtive states in reference to the pro- 


position for a border slave state convention, .and that, when 


informed that a majority of said states have agreed upon a. 


time and place for holding said convention, he shall forthwith ` 


inform the commissioners ór delegates elected under the pravae 


sions of the third resolution above, of that fact. 


Resolved, 6. That the commissioners or delegates herein: pro- ' 


vided for, shall receive for their services, whilst in attendance 


on the sittings of said border state convention, the same pay, - 


both as to per diem and mileage, as is allowed by law, to mem- 


bers of this convention, to be ‘paid upon the certificate-of the. 
president of this convention, out of any. moneys in the: state' 


treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 

"Which were read, and Mr. Watkins moved their adopton: 

On which. motion, Mr. Patterson of Jackson, called for the 
yeas and nays, which'being’ sustained, was ordered - and had, 
with the following result, the absentees having permission to 
record their votes as if present, when desirous: - 

Yras—Messrs. . Adams of ‘Izard, Austin, Baber, Bolinger, 


Bradley, Bush, Campbell, Carrigan; Crenshaw, Cypert, Desha, 


Dinsmore, Dodson, Fishback, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, 
Garland of Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hill, Hobbs, Hobson, Jes- 


ter, Kelley, Kennard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of 
Van Buren, Rohinson, Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, 


Thomason, Turner, Walker, Watkins, Willianis. and Mr. Presi- | 


dent—41. 


Nays—Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Batson, Raney Clingman, 


Cryer, Dollarhide, Flanagin, Floyd, Faller, Gould, Grace, Hanly, 
Hawkins of Ashley, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier, Mayo, Patterson 


of Jackson, Ray; Rhodes, Shelton, Slemons, Smoote, Totten of 


Arkansas, Tottén of Prairie, Wallace and Yell—27. 
So the resolutions were adopted. ; 
On moiion of Mr. Patterson of Jackson, 5,000 copies. -of the 


ordinance and resolutions were ordered to be printed for the’ 


use of. the convention. m iod 


On motion of Mr. Kennard, the convention taok; a recess © 


until 21 o'clock. 


* 
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: 24 O'CLOCX, P, M. ! 
Convention met. : | 


Roll called. 
PRESENT: 


Messrs. Adams of Izard, Austin, Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, | 
Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, Crenshaw, Cryer, Cypert, | 
Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, Fishback, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Gar- 
land of Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Griffith, Gun 
ter, Hawkins of Ashley, Hilliard, Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, Kel- 
ley, Kennard, Lanier, Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, Parks, Patter- 
son of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, 
Smith, Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, 
Turner, Walker, ‘Wallace, Watkins, Williams and Mr. President , 
—b5. | 

‘Mr. Bolinger asked and cided leave of absence for Mr. 
Walker, on account of indisposition» 

On motion of Mr. Thomason, the resolutions introduced by 
him were taken up. : 

Mr. Thomason moved their adoption, and Mr. Smoote moved 
a call of the house, but the absentees appearing in a few 
‘moments within the bar of the convention, withdrew the mo- 
tion. l i : : 

Mr. ‘Batson en on leave, withdrew the substitute offered by | 
' him to the resolutions of Mr. Thomason. 

|. Mr. Watkins. from a select committee, on leave, recorded the | 
votes of the absentees, on the vote taken this morning on the : 
resolutions offered by Mr. Watkins, as instructed by such abseit- 
tees: . . 
Yras—Messrs. J ackson and Spivey- —2; making. the total vote | 
in the affirmative—43.. | i 
— Nays—Messrs. Hawkins of Boel Laughinghouse and Ta- 


tum—3. , . 
. Mr. ‘Echols asked and obtained leave to record his vote in ‘the | 
negative, making the total vote in the negative—31. < | 


Mr. Mayo offered to ‘amend the resolutions offered by Mr. 
Thomason, by inserting between the 7th and- 8th proposed 
amendments to the constitution, the following: | 
Resolved; dst. That whereas, the' power of the government 


e 


df the United States has passed into the. hands of a strictly. 
sectional majority, who have manifested an intention te render 
the commerce of the South subservient to the interests of the 
North; the opinion ‘of this convention is, that it is positively 


necessary for. the. security of the South that the aforesaid l 


government be forever prohibited, by a constitutional enact- 
ment, from levying an impost beyond a ‘strictly revenue point, 
not to exceed 25 per cent. in any one case. - z 

Resolved, 9d. That whereas, abolition incendiaries are 'at- 
tempting to corrupt the minds.of the Indians upon our frontier, 
and stirring them up to hatred of the people of the Seuth— 
there should be an amendment to the constitution making such 
acts felony. . 


Mr: Mayo then moved the adoption of the ‘amendment, iid 


called for the yeas and nayd on the motion, which céall being . 


sustained, was ordered and had with the following result: 

Yxas—Messrs. Adams of Izard,. Batson, Clingman, Cryer, 
Flanagin, Floyd, Gould, Hilliard, Lanier, Mayo and Totten 
Arkansás—11, l 

Nays—Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Austin, Bolinger; Bredie 
.Bush, Bussey, Campbell, Carrigan, Crenshaw, Cypert, Desha,. 
Dinsmore; Dodson, Dollarhide, Echols, Fishback, Fort, Fuller, 
Garland of Hempstead, Garland of Palaski, Griffith, Gunter, 
Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hill, Hobbs, Hobson, J ester, Kel- 


ley, Kennard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patterson. of Van | 


` Buren, Ray, Rhodes, -Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, Smith, 
Smoote, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Totten 
of Prairie, Turner, Walker, Williams and Mr. President—52. 

So the amendment was lost. ` 

Mr. Mayo then moved to: amend by inserting beiween the 
7th and 8th proposed: amend.aents to the constitution or the 
United ‘States, as follows: JS 

Resolved, That akasan the power of i government sf the- 
United States has‘passed into the hands. of a strictly sectional 
majority ¢who have manifested an intention to render the com- : 


merce of the.South' subservient to the interests of the North; 
the opinion of this convention is, that it is positively necessary 


for the security of the South, that the aforesaid government be : 
' forever prohibited; by a constitutional enactment, from levying . 


an impost beyond a strictly revenue point, not to exceed 25 
per ‘cent, In anyone case, . — : 
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. Mr. Hanly moved the adoption of: the duendmens and ealled 


for the yeas and nays on the motion, which being sustained was : 


ordered and: had, with the following result: -. 

Yzas—Messrs. Adams of Izard, Adams of Phillips, Batson, 
Bussey, Clingman, Crenshaw, Cryer, Dollarhide, Echols, Flana- 
gin, Floyd, Fuller, Gould, Grace, Hanly; Hawkins of Ashley, 
Hill, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier, Mayo, Rhodes, Robinson, Shel- 
ton, Smoote, Totten of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie and Wal- 
lace— 28. 


Navs—Messrs. ‘Austin, Banter Haien. Bush, Campbell, " 


Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, Fishback, Fort, 
Garland of Hempstead, Garland of Pulaski, Grifith, Gunter, 


| Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, Kelley, Kennard, Mansfield, Murphy, 


Parks, Patterson of Van Buren, Ray; Slemons, Smith, Stallings, 
^ Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Turner, Walker, Watkins, 
Williams and Mr. President—38. l 

Mr. Patterson, of J ackson, asked to be and was excused from 
voting. - í 
So the motion to amend the resolutions did not prevail. _ 

Mr. Snioote offered to amend by adding after the third recital 
of. grievances, in the presmole to Mr. Thomason' 8 Teno ution, 
as follows: ‘ | 

“They have clear ly jndiedtad by their Sinton and policy— 
by their state. legislation—by the acts and declarations of their 


leaders, and by their attacks, in various ways, on the institution 
of African slavery in the states where it now exists, that it is 


their intention to finally extinguish slavery inthe slave states. A 


Mr. Smoote moved its adoption. An 
On which, Mr. Hanly ‘called for the yeas and nays; which 


. being sustained, was ordered, and. had with the following re- | 


sult: 


"Yzas—Messr&. Adams of Phillips, Batson, Bess Clingman, i 


Crenshaw, €ryer, Dollarhide, Echols, Flanagin, Floyd, Fuller, 
. Gould, Grace, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hill, Hilliard, Johnson, 
Lanier, Mayo, Patterson: of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, 


Shelton; e Totten of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie and 


Wallace—29. 
Nays— Messrs. Adams of. : Eu Austin, Bab Bolinger 
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l Bradley, "Bush; Campbell, Carrigan, Gypert; Desha, Dior s; E 
. Dodson, Fishback, Fort, 'Garland of Hempstead, Garland of- 
Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hobbs; Hobson, Jester, Kelley, Ken- D 
nard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Smith, Stallings,’ Stillwell, 
Stirman, Stout, Thomason, eas ‘Watkins, Williams eng Mr. 
President—36. 
So the ameridment was not ere a 

‘+ Mr. Patterson, of: Jackson; offered to amend the. last clause 
of the second paragraph, proposing amendments to » the consti- 
tution of the United States, as follows: » 


Provided, "That no state shall be admitted whose territory 
shall. be south of 36 deg. 30 min., unless it is provided in the 
' constitution of such state that slavery shall be perpetual, unless 
abolished by a majority of all the southern states. 


Mr. Patterson, of J ackson, then moved its niic iic 
was-lost. 
Mr. Robinson effered the following Rn nione 


To strike out the first and sécond sections of. the’ proposed 
amendments to-the constitution of the United. States, to-wit: 
the election of President and Vice President, and the formation 
of a geographical. line; and insert, in lieu of said sections; that 
property in slaves of the African. race be placed on the same 
footing with all other kinds of property, such as ships, manu-. 
factories, etc. i 


' Mr. Robinson moved its adoption, and called for the yeas 
and nays; which. being sustained, was ordered, and had with. 
the following result: d 

Yzas—-Messrs. Adams of Tzard, Adams of Phillips, Batson, 
Bussey, Crenshaw, Cryer, Dollarhide, Floyd, Fuller, Grace, 
Hanly, Hillard, Johnson, Lanier, Mayo, Patterson of Jackson, 
` Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Smoote, Totten of a aa 
Tottén of Prairie, Wallace and Yell—25. 

. Navs—Messrs. Austin, Baber, Bolinger, Bradley, Bush, Camp- 
bell, Carrigan, Clingman, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, ` Dodson,. 
Fishback, Flanagin, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, Garland of 
Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hill, Hebbs,. Hobson, Jester, Kelley, 
Kennard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Van. Buren, 
. Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Turner, 
Walker, Watkins, Williams and Mr. President—40. 
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oe Echols, | Gould; Hawkins of Ashley, and Slemons, 
asked to be and were excused from voting. | 
So the motion tó amend did not prevail —— 


Mr. Hanly offered the following amendment to the second: 


specification in Mr. Thomason's resolutions: 
Armend- by adding— . 


« They have, by their ‘prominent 1 men and: leaders, declared 
the doctrine of the irrepressible conflict, or the assertion of the 
principle that: the. institution of slavery is incompatible with 


freedom; that both cannot exist at ence; that this continent — 


must be wholly free, or wholly slave. They have in’ one or 
more instances refused to surrender negro thieves to the consti- 
tutional demand of the constituted authority of a sovereign 
 Btàte." , 


Which amiendment was accepted by Mr. Thomason. 

Mr. Adams, of Phillips, offered to amend the second proposed 
amendment to the constitution of the United States, by striking 
out the words * with or without slavery, as the constitution of 
such new state may provide;" and insert, “ with slavery fully 
» provided for in and by the constitution of such n new state, and 
not otherwise." 

Mr. Adams, of Phillips, moved its adoption; on which, 

Mr. Thomason called for the yeas and nays; which being sus- 
tained, was ordered, and had. with the following result: 

Yxas-—Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Batson, Crenshaw, Cryer, 
Dollarhide, Floyd, Grace, Hanly, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier, 


Mayo, Patterson of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robingog, Shelton . 


and Totten of Prairie—18. 


_ Nays—Messrs. Adams of Izard, Austin,. Beber, Bolinger, : 
Bradley, Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, Clingman, .Cypert, Desha, . 


Dinsmore, Dodson, Fishback, Flanagin, Fort, Garland of Hemp- 
stead, Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Griffith, Gunter, Hawkins of 


` Ashley, Hill, Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, Kelley, Kennard, Mans- : 


. field, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Van Buren, Slemons, Smith, 


Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Turner, Wallace, E 


b atkins, "Williams, Yell and Mr. Pesident—A45.. 
So the amendment 1 was nof adopted. "us : 
. Messrs. Echols, Simoote and Totten, of Arkansas, asked to be 
and were excused. from voting.. : 
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Mr. Mayo offered the following amendment as.an | additional : 


resolution to those introduced by Mr. Thomason: . 
_ *A RESOLUTION OF REDRESS. ~ 


The President and Vice President shall be required to receive - 


the majority of the electoral votes of both the slave, and noñ- 


slaveholding states; failing in that, a majority of both ihe slave- 


holding ànd non-slaveholding states in Congress. » 
. Mr. Mayo moved its adoption. 
‘Mr. Thomason called for the yeas and nays; whereupon, Mr. 
. Mayo withdrew the proposed amendment, and offered to amend 
by adding, after the 7th proposed amendment to . the constitu- 
tion of the United States: 

Resolved, 'That whereas, the power r of the government of. the 
United States has passed into the hands of a strictly sectional 
majority, who have manifested an intention to render the com- 
merce of the South subservient to the interests of the North; 


the opinion of this conyention is, that it is positively necessary 
for the security of the South that the aforesaid government be 


forever prohibited, by a constitutional enactment; from levying 


an impost beyond a strictly revenue point. . 


After some discussion, Mr. May o, on leave withdrew kis 


amendment. | 
'Mr. President stated the question t ‘to be on the adoption of 
the resolutions as amended. — 


Mr. Johnson called for the yeas and nays; which call being g 


sustained, was ordered, and had with the following result: 
Yexs—Messrs.. Adams of Izard, Austin, Baber, Bolinger, 
Bradley, Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, ‘Cypert, Désha, Dinsmore, 


Dodson, Fishback, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, Garland of . 


.Pulaski, Griffith; Gunter, Hill, Hobbs, Jester, Kelley, Kennard, 
Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Pattérson of Van Buren, Smith, 


’ Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Turner, Wat. 


kins, Williams and Mr. President—37. 


.Navs—Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Batson, Bussey, Crenshaw, | 


' Cryer, Dollarhide, Echols, - Flanagin, Floyd, Fuller, Gould, 


' Grace, Hanly, Hawkins of Ashley, Hilliard, Johnson, Lanier, | 
Mayo, Patterson of J ackson, Ray, Rhodes, . Robinson, Shelton,- - 


Slemons , Smoote, Totten of Arkansas, Totten of. T Prairie, Wal- 
lade and Yell—29. : (t 


Bo the resolutions as amended’ were adopted, 


"s 
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.. On motion of Mr. Grace, the convention adjourned until. 9 
" o'clock to-morrow morning. 
DAVID WALKER: 
|.' . President. 


l JO ouSDRY: Mar ch 21st, 1861. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

"There being no minister of the gospel in attendance, the 
opening prayer was dispensed with: - 

Roll called. l | 

: PRESENT: 

ET Adams of Izard, Adams of Phillips,. "Rust, Baber, 
' Batson, Bolinger, Bradley, Bysh, Bussey; Campbell, Carrigan, 
‘Clingman, Cryer, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, Dodson, Dollarhide, 
‘Echols, Fishback, Flanagin, Floyd, Fort, Fuller, Garland: of 


Hempstead Garland of Pulaski, Gould, Griffith, Gunter, Han- | 


dy, Hawkins of Ashley, Hawkins of Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, 
. Hobbs,- Hobson, Jester, Johnson, Kelley, Kennard, . Lanier, 


— Mansfield, Mayo, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Jackson, Patter-. 


son of Van Buren, Ray, Rhodes; Robinson, Shelton, Slemons, 
Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, Totten 
of Arkansas, Totten of Prairie, Walker, Waldas Watkins, 
"Williams and: Mr. President—67. - 
| Mr. Robinson asked and obtained leave of absence for. Mr. 
‘Crenshaw... 
Mr. Bussey asked and obtained leave of sheches for Medis 
. Tatum and Smoote. 


Mr. Gould asked and obtained leave of absence for Mr. l 


' Grace, Pie f 
' "Fhe journal of yesterday was read, approved and signed. 


a 


Mr. Griffith moved that.a- ‘committee of three be appointed . 


by the president, as a committee o on enrollments; which motion 


3 
+ 
i 


E 


prevailed, and Messrs, Griffith, Gunter and. Baber: were m 
' pointed such committee. v 3 : wie, 


. Mr. Watkins, from a select coniuiittee, on lunyo, roii the 
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votes of .the absentees,. at the taking of. the vote on the adoption | 


of the résolutions of Mr. Thomason as amended. 


. Yeas—Messrs. J ackson, Spivey and Welker—3; making the | 


i total vote in the affirmative, 40. 

Mr. Hanly, from the same committee, cast the TE ‘of Messrs. 

Tatum and Laughinghouse.in the negative.. ! 
Mr. Crenshaw asked and obtained leave to recórd his: vote 

in the négative; making the total vote. in the negative, 32. 

'' Mr. Johnson moved that 2 ,500 copies of the ordinance and 

resolutions passed on yesterday, concerning an election on “co- 

, operation and secession," be printed i in addition to tlie 5 ,000. 

already ordered, for the use of the convention. 

' Mr. Kennard moved to amend by saying 10,000 copies in ‘al: 

which amendinent ‘was accepted, and the motion prevailed; 
Mr. Gould offered the following . 


"T RESOLUTION: 


` Resolved, .That if the copies | of the. ordinance and resolutions ` 
adopted. yesterday be not in readitiéss for distribution before 
the adjournment of this convention, the secretary is directed to 
send by mail, copies thereof to such post offices as the dele- , 
gates may: desire, not to exceed. their proportionate number of 
copies. 


- On motion of Mr. Garland; of Pulaski, the. resolution was : 


À 


adopted. . . JEN P . 
m Griffith offered the following m. ELEC 


RESOLUTION: ^ ^ 


"Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be, and the 
same. are hereby tendered to Hon.. Jno. J. Crittenden, S. A. 
Douglas, A. Rust, and others, for their patriotic efforts to bring 
about ah honorable Suet of. our existing national diffi- 
culties. "T E 

‘ Which on motion was 'adeptédi- LEE : 


Mr; Dollarhide, on leave, introduced the; following. mis | 
uci IORDINANCE: | 


* 3 


de ordinance entitled ‘An Ordinance to authorize the ae esident of 


b y 


‘ LI 
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5 this Convention, by proclamation, or t to convene the 
same at any time between this and the 19th.day of August, A. D. 
1861, should an exigency arise between the passage of this ordi- | 
dance and that.time, in the opinion of said President. 


Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the People of the State of Arkansas 
in convention assembled, That the President.of this convention, 
be, and he is hereby authorized and. ‘empowered, by proclama- 
tion, or otherwise, to convene. this convention at any time be- 
tween this and the 19th day of August, A. D. 1861, if in_his 
opinion an exegency should arise within the time intervening 
between the adjournment and ais 19th day of. August; A. D. 
| 1861. 

Sec. 9. Be it iik nies by the authority. aloud That. 
it shall be the duty of the members of this convention to re- | 
assemble in this hall at the time that may be appointed by the 
President under this ordinance, and in such event the delegates . 
shall be entitled to the same miietige ang per niem as now pro- 
vided by law. . 


` Mr. Dollarhide: moved its adoption; which motion prevailed, 
and the ordinance was adopted. 


Mr. Mansfield, on leave, made the following: 
T E REPORT: 


* 


Mr. ‘Pruswext— 


The committee on state affairs, to one was referred so 
much of the communication of his excellency, the governor of 
Arkansas, to this convention, as related to the United States 
arsenal, at Little Rock—and to whom was also referred a reso- 
lution upon ‘the same subject, have considered the same, and 
instructed me to report. and recommend the adoption of the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the State of Arkansha will not tolerate the 
quartering of any United States troops at the arsenal at Little 
Rock, until tlie present eontroversy between the northern and 
southern states is permanently and satisfactorily.settled, 

Resolved, further, That his excellency, the governor of Arkan- 
sas, be, and. ‘the is hereby requested to hold said arsenal upon . 
the terms. upon -which the same Was delivered to him by the 
"United States officer, lately in command thereof, until the fur- 
ther direction of this-corivention; and that his excellency be 
further requested to place said arsenal under the control ofsome 
prudent. individual, who oo ‘be e authorized to employ sufficient 


e 
"E 
4 t 
* 


DEN. 


* 


* 
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RENT to safely keep. and preserve ‘the arms, m munitions: and 
other public property therein stored and thereunto belon; ging. 
s 4 na L> a B W. MR 
gU i DS Chairman. 

| Which’ was feud. and on - ‘motion. of PMi; Patterdon, of Jack- 
son, the report was adopted; and on the farther motion of Mr. 
Garland, of Pulaski, the resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. Gould offered the following: l 


"RESOLUTION: 


"Resolved, That this convention elect à president pro dem. whe | 
shall perform all the duties of president, in case of the death - 
or resignation of the president. | 2 

Mr. Patterson, of Jackson, moved to amend the roselutiok by. 
empowering the chairman of committee on federal relations to 
act as president i in case of the death. or Prignston of the presi 
dent of this convention. 

Which amendment was accepted, and on motion. of Mr. 
Patterson, the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. Garland of Pulaski, offered the following | 


RESOLUTION: 


Wurneas,- An attempt on the part. af the general governnient 
to-execute the laws in. any of the seceded states, would; in our 


opinion, lead to civil war; a result to be dreaded and deplored 
by. all men. 


ju That. this- convention: recommend to the general 


X.» a^ 


acts 


Which was read, and on. 1 motion of Mr. Garland, of Pulaski, 
‘adopted. 

Mr, Turner, on TUN called: up je report of the committee 
on federal relations, which. was ead. for information, and on 
- motion of Mr. Watkins, was adopted. apes Ge G 

ES Derbi offered the folfowing © XD NB D 


p EC 


'  . absentees. 
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| ." RESOLUTION: 

- Resolved, That "we earnestly and respectfully remonstrate 
against-our sister border states taking any part in any action on - 
the part of the federal government, tending towards a recap- 
ture or retaking of any of the forts, arsenals, or dock yards, in 
any of the secedtd states. But we earnestly hope that they > 
will firmly maintain a pacificatory course; and use every patri- 
. otie and manly effort to bring about an honorable and amicable 
adjustment of our present difficulties, a and to restore peace and 
harmony to the country. 

Mr. Cypert moved to amend by saying “ border states, slave 
or free,” instead, of “ border states,” which amendment was 
accepted, and the resolution, as amended, "was, on motion of 
. Mr. Desha, adopted. 

Mr. Patterson, of Jackson, offered the following 


RESOLUTION: = > 


05. LE 

Resolved, That the poliey of Arkansas in the present crisis of 
the country, sheuld be to maintain amity and.good feeling with. 
' the cotton states, inasmuch, as inthe event of no satisfactory 
adjustment being had bétween the sections, the destiny of 
. Arkansas will be with them. 


-Mr. Sinith moved to amend the resolution bý inserting after 


the word “ cotton,” the words “.and other slave.” 
‘Mr. Smith moved the adoption of the. amendment. 


Mr. Desha moved a call of the convention, which being had, 
it appeared that Messrs. Baber, Fishback, Floyd, Fort, Fuller 
and-Hanly, were absent without permission, and the President 
instructed the sergeant-at-arms to procure the attendance of the 

a 
-On motion of Mr. Desha, the call was suspended, and Mr. . 
‘Carrigan, on leave, offered the following: i 


‘Waereas, During the sitting of this convention, the gas com- 
. pany, of Little Rock, having furnished gas fer the use of the . 
. convention amounting in price to $19 95. . - . | 
" Resolved; That the President of this convention certify for 
. -payment the account for the same, herewith tendered, as other 
expenses of this convention. 


Which, on motion of Mr. Carrigan; was. adopted. 
Mr. Stallings made the following 3 


x . 
^ 
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| (REPORT: ME 
. Mr. Pise Es : Se ge | 
The committee on ways. and means: respectfully report 
..the accompatiying resolution and recommend its adoption. l 
Resolved, That a sufficient amount of money be appropriated 
to pay the SCCO pANYIDE accounts, in. all $41 00. : 
^». STALLINGS, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and the resolution; on motion of . 
Mr. Kelley, was adopted. ; 
Mr. Griffith made the iini M 


| REPORT: i! "TN CIN 
f + : ] ` : i 
Mr. ae ae 


Your committee on enrollments’ renei report that - 
. they have compared the ordinance entitled “ An Ordinance to` 
provide for holding an election in the State of Arkansas, for 
the purpose , of taking the sense of the people of the state on’ 
the question of * co-operation,” or “.secession,” as enrolled, 
with the original, as it. passed the convention "m one that the 


same is de enrolled. 
- GRIFFITH, Chair man. 
Which was ii ad received. 
Upon motion of Mr. Thomason, the convention. EEE to 
an election for five delegates to the Border State "Convention; 


and Mr. President annouriced am nominations would be in na. 


order, whereupon, . l 
Mr. Kelley: nominatedgion, Albert Rust. 
Mr. Carrigan nominated Hon. 8. H. Hempstead: 
Mr. Turner nominated Hon. T. H. Brad'ey. 
Mr. Hobson nominated Hon. E. A. Warren. 
. Mr. Campbell nominated Hon. J. P. Spring. 


. There being no other nominations the above: named noini- 


nées ‘were elected by acclamation. i Lan" 
Mr. Tioga offered ie following Pus z 
| RESOLUTION: . 


` Resolved, "That this convention imo its thanks to the Reve. 
Messrs. Wheat, Welch, Stanley, Watson and Plattenburgh, for 
their services in opening its sessions with prayer. 


Which, on motion of Mr. Garland, of Pulaski, was adopted. . 
Mr. Thomason offered the following... ? 
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RESOLUT ION: 


Resolved, ‘That the President of dis convention be, and he is 
hereby authorized, and required, to fill hy appointment any 
vacancy that may from.any cause occur in the delegation of . 
five elected to attend the border slave states Serene purpu: 
ant to resolutions heretofore. adopted. ‘ 


Which, upon motion: of Mr. Thomason, was adopted. 
Mr. Garland of Hempstead offered the oine 


RESO LU TION: 


' Resolved, As the sense of this convention, that the people of 
Arkansas prefer a perpetuity of this Federal Union to its dis- 
memberment, or disruption—provided it can be perpetuated upon 
a basis guaranteeing equal rights and ‘privileges. to all. the states 
alike, south as well as north. 


Resolved, ‘further, That whenever time shall have proven the 
‘Constitution of the United States to be in any particular defi- 
cient; or whenever disputes.shall arise upon questions touching. 
which the constitution is not explicit; it is more in accordance 
with the spirit and genius of our government, as understood by . 
its framers, to meet in conventions of the people for the pur- 
pose. of taking into consideration the causes and'nature ef our 
complaints, and of amending the constitution to meet the 
exigency, than ‘to overthrow or ia d our present form of 
government. 


: Mr. Cypert moved the adoption of the erolun: 
. Mr. Mayo offered to amend the resolutions as follows: .- 
But in making this declaration of a mere abstract opin- 


ion, truth and justice. compels this convention to declare the : 


power of the federal government now being entirely in the 
hands of.a sectional black: republican party, who are entirely 
unfriendly to the domestic institutions of the south, and there" 
is almost a positive certainty that emissaries are now being 
sent to the Indians on our frontier, to spread the dreadful 
heresy of abolition amoag them; Mr. Dale, a notorious aboli- 
tionist, being appointed to thehead’ of that department; and who 


has declared the power of this government. shall be used to - 
destroy African slavery wherever the power of the federal gov- ' 


ernment could be brought to bear upon. it, and who has 
announced a policy destructive of southern comrneree—all': 
attempts having failed of adjustment, longer delay to dissolve 
the ties that bind Arkansas ,to the Federal Union, is fraught 


with serious danger, both to domestic quietude and prosperity. 
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Mr; Cypert moved to lay thé amendment on the table, op 
which motion, Mr. Mayo called for the yeas and nays, which. 


call being sustained, was oraren and. had with the following 
' result: ’ 
Yeas—Messrs. Adams of Izard, Antin, Baber; Bolinger, 
Bradley, Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, . 
Dodson, Fishback, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, Garland of 
Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hobbs, Hobson, , Jester, Kelley, Ken- 
nard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Van Buren, Slem- 


ons, Smith, Stallings, Stirman, Stillwell, Stout, Thomason, Tur- . 


ner, Walker, Watkins, - Williams, Yell and Mr. President—39.- 

Navs-—Messrs. Adams of Phillips, Batson, Bussey, Cling- 
man, Cryer, Dollarhide, Echols, Flanagin, Floyd, Gould, Haw- l 
kins of Sevier, Hill, Hillard, J Johnson, Lanier, Mayo, Patterson 
of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Robinson, Shelton, Totten of Arkan: 
sas, Totten of Prairie and Wallace—24. . i 

So the ániendment was laid on the table. 00007 ; 

The question was then stated by.Mr. President, to be on the 
adoption of the resolution, on which, Mr. Carrigan called for 
the yeas and nays, which was ED ondorea and had with 
the following result: di 

Yeas—Messrs. Adams of Izard, Austin, Baber, Bolinger 
Bradley, Bush, Campbell, ‘Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, 
, Dodson, Fishback, Flanagin, Fort, Garland of Hempstead, Gar”. 


land of Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, Kel- . . 


ley, Kennard, Mansfield, Murphy, Parks, Patterson of Van : 
Buren, Robinson, : Smith, Stallings, Stirman, Stout, Stillwell, 


Thomason, Turner, Walker, Watkins, Williams and Mr. Presi- 24 


dent—40.. 

- Navs—Messrs. Adcmunf Phillips, Batson, NAM Cineman; 
Cryer, Dollärhide, Echols, Floyd, Gould, Hawkins of Ashley, 
Hawkins of Sevier, Hillard, Johnson, Lanier; Mayo, Patterson 
of Jackson, Ray, Rhodes, Shelton, Slemons, Totten of Arkan- 
sas, Totten of Prairie, Wallace. and Yell—24. - . 

Mr. Hull asked to be, and was excused from voting. EN. 7 

` Mr. Flanagin explained his vote.as follows, and asked ‘that 
it be spread on. the journals, which was so ordered, .. ~,- "B 


Lc 
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“I assent to the abstract declarations in the above resolutions, ` 


but hold that we cannot get sufficient güaranties to remedy the ' 
. present evils, and if we-could, they would not be observed.” 
Mr. Kennard offered the following ` 


RESOLUTION; 


4 . — 


Resolved, That: every delegate i in this convention be author- I 


ized and requested to write out in fullhis views upon every 


concurrable questión connected with. the present condition of | 


affairs, and have them spread upon the records of the conven- 
tion, or published in the newspapers, ad libitum, at his own 
expense. 


Mr. Yell moved its adoption. 

Mr. Watkins moved to postpone the resolution indefinitely, 
which motion prevailed. mE 

Mr. Floyd offered the following = 


RESOLUTION: 


` Resolved, That 5000 copies of the journals. of ‘this convention - 
"be printed at as early a day as possible, and that the public . 
printer be required to send to each member of this convention, 
by mail, the equal sliare he is entitled to. 
. The sergeant-at-arms reported that the absentees were within 


the bar of the convention. 


Mr. President stated ‘the question to recür upon the amend- - 


ment offered by Mr. Smith, to the resolution offered by Mr. 


Patterson of Jackson; which had been- postponed under the | 


rule for one hour. 


Mr. Smith then called for the yeas and nays on the motion 
to amend, which was sustained, ordered; and | had with thé .| 


following result: 


Yuas— Messrs. Adams of Izard,- Austin, Baber, Bolinger, | 
Bradley; Bush, Campbell, Carrigan, Cypert, Desha, Dinsmore, | 


Dodson, Fishback, Fort,. Garland of Hempstead, Garland of 
Pulaski, Griffith, Gunter, Hobbs, Hobson, Jester, Kelley, Ken- 

nard, Mansfield, Mürphy, Parks, Patterson of Van Buren, Rob: 
inson, Smith, Stallings, Stillwell, Stirman, Stout, Thomason, 

"Turner, Walker, Watkins, Williams and Mr. President—39. 

. Navs—-Messrs., Adams of Phillips, Batson, Bussey, Clingman, | 
^. Cryer, Dollarhide, Echols, Flanagin; Floyd, Gould, Hanly, Haw- 


* 
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kins of Aniey Hawkins of Sevier, Hill, Hilliard, Johnson,’ 
Lanier, Mayo, Patterson of J ackson, Ray, Rhodes, Shelton, ^ 
Slemons, Totten of Arkansas, Totten, of Eran. Wallace an 
Yell—27. "Mox l 
So the amendment to the resolption was adopted. . 
Mr. Totten of Prairie, moved to amend the resolution as J 
follows: i 


d 


w 


*. 


Amend by inserting after the oris: “cotton and other slave, 
states,".the words “which may join them.” . V 


Which was-adopted. ^ — i 


€ E : 


Mr. Patterson, on leave, then witdilrew the resolution, and - 
Mr. Smith. withdrew the amendment. ) ' 

Mr. Watkins offered the following as an amendment to » the 
resolution offered by Mr. Floyd: 


Resolved, 1. That the secretary of this convention = and . . 
he is héreby required, immediately after the adjournment of. 
this convention, to file, or cause to be filed in the office of the 
secretary. of state, the journal of this conventión, and that the 
secretary of state. have, as hereafter provided : for, five thousand 
copies of the same printed and distributed in. the respective 
counties. . 

Resolved, 2. That the secretary of state be, and he is hereby 
instructed to enroll and file in his office, the ordinances and 
resolutions of this convention; also, furnish the publie printer 
with a certified copy thereof, superintend the printing of the. 
same at the earliest day- possible; and ‘that the secretary fur- 
nish the: clerks of the counties in this state, with such number 
of copies, in. proportion to the representation thereof, in this 
convention. - 

Resolved, 8. That for. copying, reading proof, superintending 
printing and distributing. the journals as above specified, the 
secretary of state shall be allowed the same fees in proportion 
to the work done, as he is now allowed: by law for similar ser- ` 
vices, in copying, reading proof and distributing the acts and : 
' journals of the legislatüre of this state. 


Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Floyd. 


Afterwards, on leave, Mr. Watkins withdrew. the amends 2 


ment, and Mr. Kennard offered the following: as a substitute 
for the. resolution: © 


Resolved, That the secretary of tliis ee ente. be; i he i 
is hereby instructed to file the journals of this convention, when ` 


r. 
i à pe 
2 
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the sonvention shall adjourn, i in the office of the — of | 
state. `- n l . , T 

` Resolved, That the secretary of this convention superintend | 
the printing and distribution of the journals of the convention, | 
and that for his services in copying said journals, furnishing | 
the same to the public printer; reading the proof-sheets, and | 
distributing them when QUA he be «allowed the sum of | 
dollars. . i " | 
Resolved, That two Hiousand copies of the journals be printed | 
and distributed to: the several counties, in the same manner . 
andin the.same proportion that the acts of the General Assem- 
bly are now required by law to be distributed. $ 

Resolved, That the secretary of this convention furnish a 
copy of the journals, as soon as printed, to each of the dele- | 
gates‘of the convention, to be sent to them by mail. 


Which substitute, on motion, prevailed. 

Mr. Gould moved that the. blank in the 2d resolution be 
amended so as to allow the secretary the same pay proposed 
‘to be allowed to the secretary: of state, in the resolütion offered 
by Mr. Watkins; which motion prevailed... 

Mr. Griffith, from. the committee on enrollments, made the 
following ` i . 


: REPORT: 
Mr. Puzsmxir— 

'The committee on uolet have examined the enroll- 
ment of"the resolutions adopted on the 20th inst., in relation. 
to a convention of border slave states. 

Also, the ordinance providing for the president to ‘convene: 
this convention between this time’and the 19th of August next; 
and instruct me to report the same correctly enrolled. a 

GRIFF ITH, Chairman. ' 

Which was received. 

Mr. Mui offered. the following 


. RESOLUTION:, 


"Resolved: That the thanks of this convention be tendered to 
the Hon. David Walker for his prompt and efficient services asi 
presiding. officer over our deliberations; and also to the secre- 
tary, assistant secretary, door keeper and other officers for the 
faithful performance of their respéctive duties. 


. ‘Which; on motion of Mr..Gould, was adopted. | T 
' Mr. Cypert movéd. that 5003 opes ‘of Mr. ‘Thomason’ 8 reso- 
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lutions be printed for the use of the members of the convertion; 
which motion- prevailed, and the secretary was instructed to 
transiit the same by marl to the delegates i in proportion to the P. 
representation. | 

On. motion.of Mr. Totten : ‘of A kuhsns 4 the convention ad- 
journed until ‘the 19th day of August, A. D., 1861. 


_ DAVID WALKER, 
Presid ent.. 
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^. l ton No. Le. 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, - ^. 

- EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
, Little Rock, Jan. 28th, 1861. 


CAPTAIN Torren— E 


gg 


Sir: The public exigencies require me to make known i 


to you, that*the United States Arsenal at this placé will be. per- 
mitted to remain in the possession of federal officers, until the 
state, by authority of the people, shall have determined to sever 


their connection with the general government, unless, however, 


it should be thought proper to order additional forces to this 
;point. 


Or, on the other hand, an attempt should be made to remove l 


or destroy the munitions of war deposited in said: arsenal. 


. Any assurance that. you may. be able to give, touching the 
observance of these two latter conditions, will greatly tend to ` 


quiet.the publie mind, and prevent a collision. between -thè 


sovereign people of Arkansas; and the government troops now, 


-stationed at this point. 
i l Respectfully, 
“HENRY M. RECTOR, 


Commander-in-chief Arkansas Militia: 
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BÉ uM No. 2. | B E: 
Hean Aa ‘Lirtte Rock ARSENAL, 
; Little . Rock,. Arkansas, - 
; January 29th, 1861. 


Sm: LHave to acknowledge: the receipt of your communica- 
tion of the 28th instant, which was handed to me this morning . 
by your aid-de-camp, J. J. Gaines, esq., and, in answer thereto, 
to say to your excellency, that my. understanding. leads me to 
believe that the troops under my command were ordered here 
_ at the request of some of the members of Congress from this 
state, and several good citizens also,—for what neaeone) if any, - 
'I have not been apprised. 

. As you will readily understand, I cannót give your excellency 
any assurances as to what instructions may, in future, be issued 
regarding this arsenal and the federal troops now stationed. 
here; but I can assure. you that, so far as I am informed, no 
‘orders, Such as you. refer to, in your wo propositions, have 
been issued, nor do I believe, privately and unofficially, that 
any such orders ‘will be given by the federal-government. 

I have, furthermore, to remind your excellency that, as an. 
officer of the army of the'United States, my. allegiance is due 
to that government in whose' service I am, and that I act by its 

' authority and permission, and, until absolved from that. alle- 
giancé, my honor is concerned in the faithful performance of 
what I may conceive to be my: duty. © : 

I shall forward your communication to the secretary of war, 
tc be laid before the President of the United States, and ask 
instructions relative to the matters contained in it, and if not 
prohibited by these authorities, I will cheerfully inform your 

s excellency what these instructions are. ; 

In the meantime, let me say, in conclusion, that I most cor- 
 dially concur with your excellency in the desire to avoid colli- 
‘sion between the federal troops under my-command, and the , 
citizens of Arkansas, and. shall do every thing in my power 
which an-honorable man in my pontian can; or dare do, to pre- 
vent so deplorable an event. 

. - I am respectfully, 
JAS. TOTTEN, Capt. 2d Artby 
. U. S. Ar my; commanding L. R, Arsenal. 


fo His excellency, Henry M. Recror; 
Governor. of. Arkansas, and 
Commander- -in- chief A: M. 


r 
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pue x ' - No. 3, 

ExzcuTIV& Orrice, S 
Little. Rock, Arkansas: 
.o, 6th. February, 1861. 
: Capt. Torren,. ATER : 

c c. GS. Arsenal, Little Rock, Ars: 


. Sm—There is now in this city. a considerable number of 
- . the citizens of. this state, who have come here under arms, with 
the avowed purpose of taking'possession of the U.S. arsenal. 
Reliable information has been received that a large force ‘of 
. citizens are on the march to this place for the same purpose. 
This movement is prompted by the feeling that pervades tlie 
citizens of this state, that, in the present emergency, the arms 
and munitions of war in the arsenal should be under the con- 
trolof the state authorities, in order to their security.’ This | 
movement, although not authorized by me, has assumed such 
an aspect that it becomes my duty, as the, executive. of this - 
state, to interpose my official authority to prevent.a collision . 
between the people of the’ state and the ‘federal troops under 
your command. p 
~- I, therefore, demand, in the name of the state, the delivery 
of the possession of the arsenal and munitions of. war uhder 
. your charge, to the state authorities, to be held üntil the 4th of 
March next.: This-course is the only one which can possibly . 
prevent the effusion of blood and the destruction of the pro- ` 
perty of the citizens and of the. government. I beg leave to 
assure you that the step which the citizens have seen fit to take, 
‘is not prompted by any personal distrust of you, but the jeal- 
ousy which naturally exists towards the authority of the United 
. States, under the present unhappy condition of the country. -~ 
This communication will.be handed to you by T. D: Mer- 
rick, major-general of -1st division of the Arkansas militia, who 
- will call on you personally, accompanied D his staff, and who 
will receive from you your response. 
Respectfully, your ob't serw’t, . 
oe É i _ HENRY M. RECTOR, 
— , Governor of Ay ‘kansas: 
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No. 4.- 
_Lirrtz Rock ARSENAL, ) 
Little Rock, Ark., —. 
February, 6th, 1861. 
To His Excellency, . l k SE 
Henry M. Recrorn, | ^ 00 3o: o € ! 
: Governor of Arkansas: n g 


Sin—In the present trying circumstances by which the under- - 


signed finds himself surrounded, as a federal officer, he is anx- 
ious to learn, offici ally, from your excellency, before answering 
your demand for the surrender of the United States Arsenal at 
this place, the following important points, viz: 

lst. If the. arsenal and-all the munitions of war stored therein 
are teft intact, as at the hour of 3 o'clock, p. m., to-morrow, by the 
- United States forces, now in charge of ‘them, will the Governor 
of the State of Arkansas officially take charge of said arsenal 
ang munitions of war; in the name of the United States govern- 
. meht, and hold them in that light, until future circumstances 
shall legally absolve him from the responsibility?” : 

9d. If the United States forces now garrisoning Little Rock 
arsenal, evacuate said post and leave the .munitions of war 
intact as at-the hour of 3 o'clock, p..m:, to:morrow, will the 


Governor of the State of Arkansas officially guarantee to said 


forces an unmolested passage through the state, in any direction : 
the officer commanding said troops may elect, and guarantee: 


moreover to said forces the right of carrying with them all the 
publie and private property.they brought with. them to said 
arsenal, all which has been purchased for or’ by them, and all 
which has been sent to them since stationed at said’ arsenal, 
consisting of ordnance and ordnanee stores, clothing, camp 
and garrison: equippage, and barrack’ dnd mess furniture, as 
also provisions‘and all their individual or private property. 


3d. If the arsenal and munitions of war stored therein-are ` 


. left intact, as at the hour of 3 o'clóck p. m.; to-morrow, will 
the governor of Arkansas, in his official capacity, guarantee to 


the United States forces, now in charge thereof the right of | 


marching away from said place with all the honor due to them 
_as federal officers and soldiers, who do not surrender their trust, 


but simply evacuate a post for, want of instructions from their 


superiors in office, and in donbt as to the propriety of bringing 
on civil war among their fellow-countrymen. ' 

Explicit and detailed answers to each and every one of. these 
questions will have great influence upon the undersigned in his 
answer to the communication of the governor of Arkansas, 
which is promisen by 3 o’clock p. m., to-morrow. 

I am, very respectfully, . 
2 `- JAS. TOTTEN, |. 
| i 9d i pe post. 


L4 
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No. 5 5. 
: Little Rock, Ark., 


Feb’y. Tth, 1861. 


E 


IE ML O ~Execurive Orrics, - "a ad 


To Capt. J AMES Son i 
. 4n charge of U. 5. Arsenal, 
2S ^ * Little Rock, Ark. 


Sin —Yaur communication of the 6th inst., eda pro- l 
pounding to myself certain propositions, explicit and detailed. 


answers to which would have great influence upon you in your 


answer promised the governor of Arkansas by 8 p. m., to- day, 
/ was received at about 11. o'clock, this morning. 


After mature reflection, 1 propose to accept your first, second ` 
and third propositions, with the following understanding: That, 


being informed your command brought no cannon with you— 
so none are to be taken away-—you shall.have'a safe passage 
out of the state, iu any.direction you may please, with your com- 
mand; Provided, however, you. do not station yourself within 


the limits of the State of Arkansas, or on the borders thereof. - 


Whatever your command, either of public or private: property, 
. brought with them, you will be permitted to take away. 
. ‘Lhave the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, e 


(Signed) © 7 YÉ 4 H. M. RECTOR. 
No. 8, 077 i 
* l Lite Rocx ARSENAL, a) 
^ 2 >, Little Rock, Ark. - 
2 NE" Feby. Uih, 1861. 
-To His Excelléney, Gui l : 
H. M. Rector, l 


Governor of Arkansas: 


Sm—Being. entirely without instructions to meet the grave 
responsibilities so suddenly thrust upon me, and the solemn cir- 
cumstances by which my command is.now surrounded, and 
believing that the administration. of the Federal Union would 
- deprecate and condemn any act of mine, which might bring on - 
collision and blood-shed. between the United States-troops, - 
under my command, and the citizens of the State of Arkansas, 
and EER CEHIOEGS believing that civil war woud sa ena 


d . : 
* 
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Captain JAMES "Torres, 


. and inevitably result throughout the country, from the effusion 


of blood at this point; or elsewhere in the United States, con- . 


nected with the political topics of the day—I regret the neces- 
sity which forces me to retire from this arsenal.with 'my com- 


mand. dtis, however; without the sanction of the United 
: States Governnient that I do this, and entirely results from my 


judgment and discretion, under existing circumstances, and for 
the reason above stated. 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your excelleney’s com- 


‘munication of this date and the lateness of. the hour makes it 


necessary that this response be brief. 
It is, however, understood that in consideration of your 


:excellency's guarantee, that the conditions demanded in my 


communication -of yesterday, shall be complied with,-certain 


‘amendments referred to in your letter of this date excepted. 


I shall retire from the arsenal on or before. 12 o'clock to- 


, Morrow, m. 


Your excellency. will please cause to be prepared, or r permis 
me to do so, the final papers embodying the conditions upon 


which I retire from this arsenal, as already understood between - 


us, which is necessary for my pga” ‘with the federal gov- 
ernment. 
I am very rosnéctvily. f 
- JAS. TOTTEN; 


"Capt. 2d Artly. Com'd Post. 


L 
d 


fa 
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No. T. 


Dema Orriee, .. es 
Little Rock, Ark.,; 
"th February; 1861. 


Cómmander U. S. ‘Arsenal, E 
Little Reek. - 


Sm—1 am in. receipt of your communication of this instant 


and announce that on to-morrow, at 11 o'clock, a. m., the exe- - 
_eutive, by conference with. yourself, will prepare the stipula- 
tions P ans to, touching the U. S. arsenal under your eom- 


mand... - e 


. And, at 12 o'clock, he will receive from you that post, with 


the privilege, on your part, to remove any articles belonging to 
your command, at such time as you may find convenient. 


Respectfully, - 
HENRY M. RECTOR, 
os, cM RR Governoy of Arkansas, 


' 
& 
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"RESOLUTIONS OF LITTLE POOE COUNCIL. | 


HE Rock, "Arkansas, CE 
ro Feb. 1861, at 3 o' ‘elock, p.m. 


Resolved, As the sense Sof this council, that if there be any 
impending danger, or necessity, which, requires. the seizure of - 
the Upited.: States arsenal -at this place, : thatin such ease it | 
would become the duty of the governor, as the executive head 
of this state, to order such seizure to be made, by the organized " 

military power. of the state; but, that any unauthorized attempt 
. to seize the arsenal by persons, without orders from thé gover- 
nor, is an insult to his station and authority, and deserves the - 
reprehension of all our people, and is calculated to injure the ` 
cause. of state rights; and we earnestly recommend the gover- ` 
nor to interpose his authority to check any such movement, if 
unauthorized by him. —— , 
Resolved; That a copy of this resolution be immediately com: 

municated to the governor, and a cémmittee composed of the 7 
whole council, be appointed for that purpose; and that a com-  - 
mittee of the whole council communicate with the leaders of 
this movement. i 

Adopted in Council 1 5th February, 1861. i E 
C. P. BERTRAND, E 
a . Mayor 2 lem. — 7 


Counci CHAMBER, - — O24 24 x: 


; A. J. 'SMITH, 
t us City Recorder. 


p .* "n IAS » 
qnm . No. 9 


CITIZENS MEETING or LELE ROCK. 

WHEREAS, Many good. citizens of this state have come to 
Little Rock, in obedience to what they supposed to be the 
orders of the governor, to assist in taking the United States 
arsenal at this place; And whereas, The governor disàvows such 

‘orders as being without his authority or sanction; therefore, M 

Resolved, As the opinion of this meeting, that it is the duty - 
: of the governor to assume the, responsibility of this iuovement,. . 
-or to interpose his authority and influence to prevent it.: p 
Resolved further, That in case there be, i in the opinion of the’ 
governor, any danger or ire for EE the arenal, we. 
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earnestly. recommend him, as the diis way to prevent the effu- 
, sion of. blood, to order the same to be done, in his official capa- 
city, and in the name and by authority of the state, and to that. 
end that he make. an official demand upon the officer in charge 
of the arsenal, to surrender the same to the state authorities. 

Resolved p ther, That in our opinion, the ‘governor, as the 
executive head of the state, may rely upen the sympathy and 
' co-operation of all good citizens, in what he may do by authority 
of the state and her organized military power. 

‘On motion of Mr. Samuel W. Williams, the foregoing reso- 
lutions Were unanimously adopted, and the chairman requested 
to appoint a committee of seven to wait upop the governor 
and communicate the same to him. . Messrs. Geo. C. Watkins, 
.W. B. Wait, C. P. Bertrand, A. J. Hutt, W. E. Woodruff, John | 
Collins, and pr. W. W. Adams, were appointed as such com- 


mittee. - 
4 RICH'D H. JOHNSON, 
l i | Chairman. 
JZD. Kmer, Sec’y. 


T 


E | "No, 10. 


[STIPULATIONS BETWEEN 'GOV. H. M; RECTOR AND. CAPT. TOTTEN. 
* $ ` d + 
Lirtte Rock, ARKANSAS, | 
February 8th, 1861. 


MEMORANDUM this day made.and signed by James Totten, 
Captain of 2d Artillery in the Army of the United States: and 
Henry M. Rector, Governor of the State of Arkansas. 


The paper marked A, signed by us, isthe demand made by 
the Governor, upon Captain Totten, for the delivery of the 
United States arsenal at this place, to the state authorities. 
The paper marked B, signed by us, is a copy of the response of 
Captain Totten to that. communication, The paper marked 
O,signed by us, is the response of the governor accepting, as 
therein stated, the terms of the paper D. 

It is further: witnessed, that on this day, at the hour of 12 M. 
said Capt. Totten, with his: command, doth retire from said | 
arsenal, and delivers the same with all its stores, arms, and 
nunitions of war, intact, to the. governor of. Arkansas, pursu- 
ant to e tenor and pur port of said papers A, B and C., Nos. 
1, 9, and 3. 

‘And the said Capt. James Totten protests that he has thus 
acted, because in. the proton of a C aur! superior armed 


i 
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fioe, and which, he. ese: satisfied, would soon become, over- 


-whelming by reinforcements in ease of resistanc®, involving: 
the sacrifice of.his command, without regard to the probable 
loss of life on the part of the: assailants. 
^. Because any defence of the arsenal, inthe city of Little Rock, 
whether successful or unsuccessful, would necessarily involve, 
to a greater: or less extent, the destruction of property in the 
city, and the loss of: lives. of the. peaceful citizens and families 
dwelling therein. 

Because, being without instructions from dis government, he 


took, of necessity, the responsibility of doing what he thought 


proper and best under all the circumstances, desiring to avoid 


cause of civil warin this government, by the first instance of ` 


a hostile and bloody collision. Yet protesting for himself, and 
in the name of his government, against events beyond his con- 
trol and which have attuated him to this course. 
‘Signed i in' duplicate. 
- HENRY M. RECTOR, 
. `- Governor. af Artama 
2 . JAS. .TOTTEN, Capt. 2d Arty, 
a E e ‘Com. Little Rock Arsenal. 


Rae 


Notse.—-The following papers were presented, to the convention by the commis- | 
sioner from South Carolina, end referréd to in his letter to the. President-of the” 
Arkansas convention. 


"THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
= ; | 
Ar A CONVENTION-OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE or SouTH CAROLINA, 
BEGUN' AND HOLDEN AT ÜOLUMBIA, ON THE SEVENTEENTH DAY OF 
DzcEMBER, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUN- 
DRED' AND SIXTY, AND THENCE CONTINUED $54 ADJOURNMENT TO 
CHARLESTON, AND THERE BY DIVERS ADJOURNMENTS TO THE TWEN- 


TIETH DAY OF DECEMBER, IN THE SAME YEAR. | 


* 


AN ORDINANCE ta dissolve the union between the State of 
South Carolina and. other states united with her under the 


compact entitled “ The: Constitution of the United States of 
America". : l 


We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in Convention 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and 
ordained, That the ordinance adopted by us in convention, on 
thie twenty-third day of May, in the year of our Lord one thou- . 
sand seven-hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution 
of the United States of America was ratified; and, also, all- 
‘acts and parts of acts of the General Assémbly of this state, 
ratifying amendments of the said constitution, are hereby 
repealed; and that the union now. subsisting between South 
Carolina and other states, under the name of “The United 
States of America,” is hereby dissolved. ^ . 

Done at Charleston the twentieth day of December, in the 
year ot our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and sixty. 

D. F. JAMISON, President. 
pug Attest: B. P Aarmen, Clerk. . ` 
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DECLARATION OF THE IMMEDIATE CAUSES WHICH ` 
INDUCE AND JUSTIFY THE SECESSION.OF SOUTH -` 
CAROLINA FROM THE FEDERAL UNION. . - 


ot 


- 


* 
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The people of the State of South ‘Carolina, in convention 


assembled, on thé 26th day of April, A. D., 1852, declared. | 


that the frequent violations of -the constitution of the United. 
States, by the federal.government,:and its encroachments upon ` 
the reserved rights of the states, fully justified this staté in then. 
withdrawing from the Federal Union; but in,deference to the 
opinions and' wishes of the other slaveholding states, she for- - 
bore at that time to exercise this right. - Since that time, these 
encroachments have continued to’ increase, and further forbear- - 
‘ance Geases to be a virtue. 


And now the State of South Carolina having resumed her .- 


separate and. equal place among nations, deems it due to her- 
.self, to the remaining United States of America; and to the . 
nations of the world, that she should declare the immediate 
causes which havé led to this act. 77 

In. the year 1765, that portion of the British Empire embrác- 
ing Great Britain, undertook to make laws fer the’ government _ 
of that portion composed of the thirteen American colonies. . 
A ‘struggle for the right of self-government ensued, which . 
resulted on the 4th July, 1776, in a declaration by the: colonies, 
“that they are, and of right ought to be, FREE AND INDE- 
PENDENT STATES; and that as free and independent states, 
they lave full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract 
‘alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and 
things. which independent states may-of right do:” . | 


-They further solemnly declared that whenever any “form of B 


government becomes destructive of the ends for which it was 
established, it is the right of the people ío alter or abolish it, 
- and to institute a new government." Deeming the. govern- 
ment of Great Britain to have become destructive of these : 
ends, they declared that the coloniés “are absolved from, all 
allegiance to. the British crown, and that all political connection _ 
_ between them and the State of Great Britain i is, and ought to 
be, totally dissolved,” : 

In pursuance of this Declaration of Independence, each of the 
thirteen states proceeded to ‘exercise; its separate. sovereignty; ; 
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adopted for itself a constitution, and appointed officers for’the 
. administration of government in all its departments—legisla- 
tive, executive and judicial. For purposes: of defence, they 
_ united their arms and their counsels; and, in 1778, they entered 
into a league known as the articles of confederation, whereby 
they agreed to entrust the administration of their external rela- 
tiohs to a common agent, known as the Congress of the United 
States, expressly declaring, in the first. article, “that each 
e State retaing its. sovereignty, freedom and independence, 
**and every power, jurisdiction and right which is not, by this 
“confederation, expressly delegated .to the United States in 
"Congress assembled.” 

Under this confederation the war of the Tercio was car- 
ried on, and on the 3d September, 1783, the contest ended, and 
a definitive treaty was signed by: Great Britain, in which she 
. acknowledged the independerice of the colonies i in the follow- 
ing terms: 

“ Article. 1 ——His Britannic Majesty acknowledges the said 
‘United States, ‘viz: New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, 
«Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New . 
“York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 


*einia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be. . 


. “PREE, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that 
“he treats with them as.such; and for himself, his heirs and 
“successors, relinquishes.all claims to the government, propriety 
“and terr itorial rights of the same and every part thereof.” 

Thus were established the two gteat principles asserted by. 
the colonies, namely: the right of a state to govern itself; and 
the right of a people to abolish a government when it becomes 
destructive of the ends for which ft was instituted.. And con- 
current with the. establishment of these principles, was the fact 
that each colony became and, was recognized by the mother 
country as a FREE, SOV EREIGN AND Mee 
STATE. -> 

In 1787, deputies were appointed by. the states to revise thé 
articles. of confederation, and on 17th December, 1787, these | 
deputies recommended, for the adoption of ‘the states, the arti-! 
cles of union, known as the constitution of the United States. 

The parties to whom this constitution was submitted, were 
. the several sovereign states; they were to agree or disagree, and 
" when nine of them" agréed, the compact was to take effect 
among those eoncurring; and the general government, as the 
common agent, was then to be invested with their authority. 

If only nine of the thirteen states had concurred, the other 
four would have remained as they.then were-—separate, sove- 
reign states; independent of any of the provisions of thé con- 
stitution. In fact, two of the states did not accede to the con- . 
stitution until long after it had gone into operation among the . ` 
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other eleven: and during that interval, they: each exercised the = 


functions of an independent. nation. 


By this constitution, certain duties. were imposed upon the l 


several states, and the exercise of certain of their powers was 
restrained, which necessarily implied their continued existence 
as sovereign states. But, to remove all doubt, an amendment 


"was added, which declared that the powers not delégated to . 


the United States by the constitution, nor prohibited. by it to 
the states, are reserved to the states, respectively, or to the 
people. On 23d May, 1788, South Carolina, by a convention 
of her people, passed an ordinance assenting to this constitu- 


_tion, and afterwards altered her own -constitution, to conform 


herself. to the obligations slie had: undertaken. 

Thus was established, by compact between the states, a 
government, with defined objects and powers, limited to the 
express words of the grant. This limitation. left the whole 
remaining mass of power subject to the clause reserving it to 
the states or to the people, and rendered unnecessary any speci- 
fication of reserved rights. - 

We hold that the government thus established is subject to 
the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence; and we hold, further, that the mode of its formation 
subjects it to a third fundamental principle, namely: the law of 


compact. We maintain that in every compact between two. 


or more parties, the obligation is mutual; that. the failure. of 
_one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the 
agreement, entirely. releases the obligation of the other; and 
‘that where no arbiter is provided, each party is remitted to his 


own judgment to determine the fact of iones with all its con- 


sequences, | 

In the present case, that fact is -established with certainty. 
.We assert, that fourteen of the states have deliberately refused 
for years past to fulfil their constitutional obligations, and we 
‘refer to their own statutes for the proof. 


The constitution of the United States, in its 4th article, pr o- 


' vides as follows: 
. * No parson held to service or labor in. one state, under the 
“ laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in consequence of 


$s any law or.regulation therein, be discharged from such ser- . 


. € vice or labor, but shall be. delivered up, on claim of the party 
* to: whom such service or labor may be due.” 

This stipulation was so material to the compact, that without 
it that compact would not havé been made. ‘The. greater num- 
ber of the contracting parties held slaves, and they had previ- 
‘ously evinced their estimate-of the value of such a stipulation 
by making it a condition in the ordinance for the government 
. of the territory ceded by Virginia, which now Au i the 
: states north of the ve river. | 
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The same article of the constitution stipulates also for rendi- 
tion .by the several states of fugitives from Justice from the 
other states. 

The general government; as the common agent, passed laws 
to carry into effect these stipulations of the states. For many 
years these laws were executed. But an increasing. hostility 
on the part of the non-slaveholding states.to the institution of 
slavery has led to a disregard of their obligations, and the laws 
of the general government have ceased to effect the objects of 
the constitution. The states of Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode. Island, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and lowa, 
have-enacted laws which either nullify the acts of Congress or 
render useless any. attempt to execute them. In many of these 
states the fugitive is discharged from the service or labor claimed, 
and in none of them has the state government complied with 
the stipulation made in the ‘constitution. ‘The State of New 
Jersey, at an early day, passéd a Jaw in conformity with her 
constitutional obligation; but the-current of anti-slavery feeling 
has led her more recently to enact laws which render inopera- 
tive the remedies provided by her own law and by the laws of 
Congress. . In the State of New York even the right of transit 
for a slave has been denied by her tribunals; and the states of 
"Ohio and lowa have refused to surrender to justice fugitives 
' charged with murder, and with inciting servile insurrection in 
the State of Virginia. Thus the constitutional compact has 
been deliberately broken and disregarded by the non-sfavehold- 
ing states, and the consequence follows that South Carolina is 
released from her obligation. 

The ends for which this constitution was framed are declared 
by itself to be “to form a more perfect union, establish justice, - 
.* jnsure domestic tranquility, provide forthe conimon defence, 
* promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of lib- 
“erty to ourselves and our posterity.” 

These ends it endeavored to accomplish by.a federal govern~ 
ment, in which each state was recognized as an equal, and had 
_ separate control over its own institutions. The right of pro- 
perty in slaves was recognized by giving to free persons distinct 
political rights, by giving them the right to represent; and bur- 
thening them with direct taxes for. three-fifths of their slaves; 
by authorizing the importation of slaves for twenty years; and 
by stipulating for the rendition of fugitives from labor.. 

. We affirm that these ends, for which this government was 

instituted, have been defeated, and the government itself has 
been made destructive of them by the action of the non-slave- 
holding states. Those states have assumed the right of decid- - 
ing upon the propriety of our domestic institutions; and have 
denied the rights of property established in fifteen of the states 
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and recognized by the constitution; they have denounced as 

sinful. the institution of slavery; they have permitted the open; 
establishment among them of societies, whose avowed object 

is to disturb the peace and to eloign the property of the citizens 

of other states. They have encouraged and assisted thousands 

'of our slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain, have 

. been incited by emissaries, books and pictur es to servile insur- - 
rection. A 

For twenty- -five years this agitation has+been steadily in- 
creasing, until it has now secured to its aid the power of the 
common government. Observing the forms of the constitution, 
a sectional party has found within that article establishing the 
‘executive department, the means of subverting the constitution 
itself. A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, 
and all the states north of that line have united in the election 
of a man to the high office of President of the United States, 
whose opinions and purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to. 
be entrusted with the administration of the common govern- . 
ment, because he has declared that that * government cannot. 
endure permanently half slave, half free,” and that the publie. 
mind-must rest in the belief that slavery is in the course of 
ultimate extinction. 

. This sectional combination for the subversion of the once: 
tution, has been aided in some of thé states by elevating to citi- . 
zenship, persons, who, by: the. supreme law of the land, are. 
incapable of becoming citizens; and their votes have been used 
to inaugurate a new policy, hostile to the South, and destruc- 
tive of its peace and safety. - 

On the 4th March next, this party will take possession of the 
government. It has announced that the South shall be exelu- 
ded from the common territory; that the judicial tribunals shall: 
be made sectional; and that a war must be waged. against 
slavery until it shall cease throughout the United States. 

The guaranties of. the constitution will then no longer exist; 
‘the equal rights of the states will be lost. The slaveholding 
states will no longer have the power of ‘self-government, or 
self-protection, and the federal government will have become 
their enemy. 

Sectional interest dnd animosity will deepen the irritation, 
-and all hope of remedy is rendered vain, by the fact that pub- 


lie opinion at the North has invested à great political error with ' 


the sanctions of a-more erroneous religious belief. 

We, therefore, the people of South Carolina, by our delegates, 
'in eonvention assembled, áppealing. to the Supreme Judge. of. 
the world for thé rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly 
declared that the Union heretofore existing between this State 
and the other states of North America, is dissolved, and that 
the State of South Carolina has resumed her position among. 
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` the nations of the world, as a separate and independent state; 
. with full. power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, 
establish commerce, and do all other. acts and things which 
independent states may of nent do. 


* 


AN ORDINANCE. 


To DISSOLVE THE UNION BETWEEN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
: l - 
AND OTHER STATES UNITED: WITH HER UNDER THE COMPACT ENTITLED 
* Tue SONETTO OF THE Unirep’ SrATES or AMERICA.” 


We, the perli of the State of South Carolina, in Gioii 
assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared. and 
ordained, That the ordinance adopted by us in convention, on 
the twenty-third day of May, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand, seven hundred and eighty-eight, whereby the Constitution 
of the United States of America was ratified, and also, ‘all acts 
and parts of acts of the General Assembly of this state, ratify- 
ing amendments of the said constitution, are hereby repealed; 
, and that the union now subsisting between South Carolina and 

other states, under the name of “ The United States of Ameri- 
ca,” is hereby dissolved. 


D. F. JAMISON, Del. from Barnwell and. Pres't Civitas, 


. Thos.. Chiles Perrin, - ^ Benjamin Franklin Mauldin, 
Edw. Noble, Lewis Malone Ayer, jr., 
J. H. Wilson, '. W. Peronneau Finley, 
Thos. Thomson, J. J. Brabham, 

David Lewis Wardlaw; © Benj. W. Lawton, 
Jno. Alfred Calhoun, Jno. MeKee, aan 
John Izard Middleton, ^ "Thomas W. Moore, 
Benjamin E. Sessions, . Richard Woods, : 
J. N. Whitner, |. > A.Q. Dunovant, 
James L. Orr, .. John A. Inglis, : 

J. P. Reed, . ^. Henry Melver, 

R. F. Simpson, Stephen Jackson, 
W. Pinckney Shingler, H. I. Caughman, 
Peter P. Bonneau, - John €. Geiger, ` 
John P. Richardson, Paul. Quattlebaum, 


John 1 L. pees Ww. B. Rowell, 


: John J. Ingram, 
Edgar W. Charles, 
Julius A: Dargan, 
‘Isaac D. Wilson, 
John M. Timmons, >: 
Francis Hugh Wardlaw, 
' R.G. M. Dunovant, ` 
James Parsons Carroll, 
. Wm. Gregg, 

Andrew J: Hammond, ` 
James ‘Tompkins, 
James C. Smyly, 
` John Hugh Means, 
William Strother Lyles, 
-Henry.Campbell Davis, 
Jno. Buchanan, 
James G, Furman, 
P. E. Duncan, 
: W. K. Easley, 
James Harrison, 
. W. H. Campbell, 

T. J. Withers, 


> James Chesnut, jr., 


. Joseph Brevard Kershaw, 
Thos. W. Beaty, 
Wm. J. Ellis, 

R. L. Crawford, ` 
W. C. Cauthen, 

.D. P. Robinson, 

H. C. Young, 

H. W. Garlington, 
- John D. Williams, 
W. D: Watts, 
Thos. Wier, 

Jos. Dawl Pope, 

C. P. Brown, 

John M. Shingler; 
Daniel DuPre, 

. A. Mazyck, 

-~ William Cain, 

.- P. G. Snowden, - 

' Geo. W. Seabrook, 
John Jénkins, 


-. R. J. Davant, 


E. M. Seabrook, 
- "John J. Wannamaker, 
Elias B. Scott,” i 
Joseph E. J enkins, 
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|’ Chesley D. Evans, 
. Wm. W. Harlee, ^ 


' A. W. Bethea, 

-E. W. Goodwin, 
William: D. Johnson, 
. Alex. MeLeod, 

, John P. Kinard, 
Robert Moorman, 

. Joseph Caldwell, 


Simeon Fair, 


‘Thomas Worth Glover, . 


Lawrence M.-Keitt, 
Donald Rowe Barton, : 
Wm. Hunter, 

Andrew F. Lewis, 
Robert A. Thompsou, 


William S. Grisham, 


John Maxwell . 
Jno. E. Frampton, | 
W. Ferguson Hutson, 
W.E. DeSaussure, 
William Hopkins, 
James H. Adams, 
Maxey Gregg, . 
John H. Kinsler, 
Ephraim,M. Clarke, 


Alex. .H, Brown, 


E. S. P. Bellinger, 
Meyrick E.-Carn,: 

. E. R. Henderson, 
Peter Stokes, 
Daniel Flud, 
David C. Appleby, . 
R. W. Barnwell,’ 

B. H. Rutledge, - 
Edward McCrady, 


Francis J. Porcher, — 


T. L. Gourdin, 

John S. Palmer, 
John L. Nowell, 
John S. O'Hear, | 
John, G. Landrum, - 
B. B. Foster, . 
Benjamin F. Kilgore, 
Jas. H. Carlisle, 
Simpson Bobo, 

Wm. Curtis, 

H. D. Green, 


. 329 


130 E APPENDIX. 


Langdon Cheves, . Matthew P. Mayes, 
George Rhodes, © ` Thomas Reese English, sr. 
A. G. Magrath, - ~, Albertus Chambers Spain, 
Wm. Porcher Miles, . J. M. Gadberry, 
. . John Townsend, . J.S. Sims . 

: Robert N. Gourdin, | Wm. H. Gist, 

H. W. Conner, James Jefferies, . 
"Theodore D. Wagner, - Anthony W. Dozier, | 

R. Barnwell Rhett, - * John G. Pressley, 

C. G. Memminger; R. C. Logan, 

Gabriel Manigault, Francis S. Parker, 

John Julius Pringle Smith, Benj. Faneuil Dunkin, 
Isaac W. Hayne, Samuel Taylor Atkinson,. 
Jno. H. Honour, . Alex. M: Forster,. 

"Rich'd. De Treville, Wm. Blackburn Wilson, 
Thos. M. Hanckel, Robert T. Allison, 

A. W. Burnett, . Samuel Rainey, 

Thos. Y. Simons, A. Baxter Springs, 
L. W. Spratt, A. I. Barron, 


Williams EL. A. T. Darby, 
| F. D. Richardson. 


Attest: BENJ. F. ARTHUR, . 
* Clerk of the Convention. z? 


THE ADDRESS OF THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH. CARO- 
LINA, ASSEMBLED IN CONVENTION, TO THE 
PEOPLE OF THE SLAVEHOLDING STATES OF THE 
UNITED STATES. l E 


It is seventy-three years, since the Union between the United 
States was made by the Constitution of the United States. 
During this time, their advance in wealth, prosperity and power, 
has been with scarcely a parallel in the history of the world. 
The &reat object of their Union; was defence. against external 
aggressions; which object is now attained, from their mere pro: 
- gress in power. Thirty-one’ millions of peoplé, ‘with à com- 
merce and navigation which explore every sea, and with agri- 
cultural productions which are necessary to every civilized 
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. people, command the friendship of the world. But unfortu- 
nately, our internal peace has not grown with our external. 
prosperity. Discontent and contention have moved in the 
. bosom of the Confederacy, for the last thir ty-five years. During 
this time, South Carolina has twice called her people together 
in solemn. convention, to take into consideration the. aggres- 
.'sions and uncónstitutional wrongs, perpetrated by the people 
of the North on the people of the South.. These wrongs were _ 
submitted to by the people of the South, under ‘the hope and ` 
expectation, that they "would be final. But such hope and, 
expectation, have proved to be vain. Instead of producing . 
forbearance, our acquiescence has only instigated to new forms 
of aggressions and outrage; and South Carolina having again 
assembled her people in convention, has this day dissolved her 
‘connexion with the states, constituting.the United States.. 

The one great evil, from which all other evils have owed, 
is the overthrow of the Constitution of the United States. The 
government of the United States, is no longer the government 
of Confederated Republics, but of a consolidated: democracy. 
Itis no longer a free government, but a déspotism. It is, in 
fact, such a government as Great Britain attempted to set over 

. our fathers; and which was resisted and defeated. by a seven 
years’ struggle for independence. 

The. revolution of 1776, turned upon one great principle, 
self-government-—and. self-taxation, the criterion of .self-gov- 
ernment. Whére the interests of two people united together 
under one government, are different, each must have the power . 
- to protect its interests by the organization of the government, 
orthey cannot be free. "The interests of Great Britain and of 
the Colonies, were different and antagonistic. Great Britain . 
was desirous of carrying out the policy of all nations towards 
their colonies, of making them tributary to her wealth. and 
power. She had vast and complicated relations with the whole.’ 
world. Her policy towards her North American Colonies, was : 
, to identify them with her in all these complicated relations; and. 
‘to make them bear, in common with the rest of the empire, the ` 


full burden of her obligations and necessities. She had a vast . l 


: public debt; she had an European policy and an Asiatic poticy, 
which had penasioned: the accumulation of her public debt; and 
which. kept her in continual wars. The North American Colo- 
. nies saw their interests, political and commercial, sacrificed by 
such à poliey. . Their interests required that they should not be 
identified with the burdens and wars of the mother country. 
They had been settled under charters, which gave them self- 
government; at least so! far as their property was concerned. 
: They had taxed themselves, and had never been taxed by the. 
government of Great Britain. To make them a part of a con- ` 
solidated GUL ‘the Parliament of Great Britain determined -> 
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‘to assume the power of legislating for the colonies in all cases 
whatsoever. Our ancestors resisted the pretension. They 
‘refused to be a: part of the. consolidated government of Great 
Britain. 

The southern states, now stand. exactly i in the same position 
towards the northern states, that the colonies did towards Great 
Britain. The northern states, having the majority in Congress, 
claim the same. power of omnipotence in legislation as the 


British parliament. “ The General Welfare,” is the only limit - 


to the-legislation of either; and the majority in Congress, as in 
the British parliament, are the sole judges of the expediency 
of the legislation, this “ General Welfare” requires. Thus, the 
government of the United States has become a consolidated 
government; and the people of the southern states are com- 
pelled to:meet, the very despotism their fathers’ threw off in the 
revolution of 1776. 

The consolidation of the government of Great Britain over 
the colonies, was attempted to be carried out hy the taxes. The 
British parliament undertook to tax the colonies, to promote 
British interests. ‘Our fathers resisted this pretension. They 
claimed the right of self-taxation through their colonial legisia- , 
tures. They were not represented in the British. parli ment, 
and, therefore, could not rightly be taxed by its legislation.— 
‘The. British government, however, offered them a representa- 
tion in parliament; but it was not sufficient to'enable them to 
‘protect themselves from the majority, and they refused the offer. 
Between taxation without any-representation, and taxation 
without a representation adequate to’ protection, there was. 
no difference. In neither case would the colonies tax them- 
selves. Hence, they refused to pay the taxes laid by the British 

parliament; 
^ . And so with the southern Mates; towards the aol states, 
in the vital matter of taxation. They are in a. minority in 
Congress. "Their representation.in Congress, is useless to pro- 


tect them against unjust taxation; and “they are taxed by the , ° 


people of the North for their benefit,exactly as the people of 
. Great Britain taxed cur ancestors in the British parliament for 
their benefit. For the last forty years; the taxes laid by the 
Congréss of. the United States, have been laid with a view of 
subserving the interests of the North. . The people of the South 
have been taxed by duties on imports, not for revenue, but for 
an object inconsistent , with.revenue—to -promote, by prohibi- 


tions, northern interests in the productions of their mines and . 


manufactures. 

There is another evil, in the condition of the suchen towards 
the northern states, which our ancestors réfused to bear towards 
' Great Britain. ; Our ancestors: not only taxed, themselves, but 
m the tàxes collected from: them, were > expended amongst 
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them. Had they submitted tò the pretensions of the British 
government,- the taxes collected from them, would have’ been 
expended in other parts of the British empire. They were 
fully aware of the effect of such' a policy in impoverishing the 
people from whom taxes are collected, and in enriching those 
who receive the: benefit of their. expenditure.. To prevent the 
evils. of such, a olicy, was one of the motives which drove 


. . them on to revolution.. Yet this British policy has been fully 


realized towards the southern states, by the northern. states. . 
- The people of the southern states are not only taxed for the. 
benefit of the northern states, but after the taxes are collected, . 
. three-fourths of them are expended at the North. This cause, . 
with others, connected with the operation of the general gov- 
ernment; has made the cities of the South provincial. Their 
growth is paralyzed; they are mere suburbs of northern cities. 
The agricultural productions of the South are the basis of the 
foréign commerce of the United States; yet southern -cities do | 
not carry it on.. Our foreign trade is almost annihilated. In. - 
1740, there were five ship yardsin South Carolina, to build ships. - 
to carry on our direct trade with Europe. Between 1740 and. 
1779, there were built in these yards, twenty-five square rigged _ 
vessels, besides a great number of sloops and schooners, to 
carry on our coast and West India trade. In the half century 
. immediately preceding’ the revolution, from 1725 to 1775, the 
: - population of South Carolina increased seven-fold. E 
. No man can for a moment believe, that our ancestors inten- - 

ded to:establish over their posterity, exactly the same sort of 
government they had overthrown. ‘The great object. of the 
Constitution of the United States, in its internal operation, was, 
doubtless, to secure the great end of the revolution—a limited 
. free government—a government limited to those matters only, 
. which were general and common to all portions of the United 
: States. All sectional or local interests, were to be left to the 
states. By no other arrangement would they obtain free gov- 
' ernment, by a constitution common to so vast a confederacy. 
Yet by gradual and steady encroachments on-the part of the 
people of the North, and acquiescence on- the part of the South, 
_ the limitations in the constitution nave been swept away; and. 
. the government of the United States has become consolidated, 
with a claim of limitless powers in its operations. 


_. It is not at all surprising, such being the character of the gó- 

vernment of the United States, thatit should assume to possess 
` power over all the institutions of the country. The agitations 
. on, thé subject of slavery are the natural results of the consoli- 
. dation of the government. Responsibility, follows power; and 
if the’ people of the North have the power by;Congress “:to 
promote Be. general, Weare of the United States,” by any’. 
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. means they deem expedient—why .should they not assail and 


overthow the institution of slavery in the South? They are. 


responsible for its continuance or existence,.in proportion to 
their power. A majority in Congress, according to their inter- 
ested and perverted views, is omnipotent. "The jnducerhents to 
act upon the subject of slavery, under such circumstances, were 
so imperious as to amount almost to a moral, necessity. To 
make, however, their numerical power available to rule the 
Union, the North must consolidate their power. It would not 
be united-on any matter common to the whole Union—in other 


words, on any constitutional subject—for on such subjects divis- . 


ions are as likely to exist in the North asin the South. Sla- 
very was strictly a sectional interest. If this could be made 
‘the criterion of parties at the North, the North could be united 
in its power; and thus carry out ifs measures of sectional ambi- 
tion, encrgachment and aggrandizement. To build up their 
sectional predominance in the Union, the constitution must be 
first abolished by constructions; but that being done, the'con- 
solidation of the North to rule the South by the tariff and sla- 
very issues, was in the obvious course of things 

The constitution of the United States, was an experiment. 
The experiment consisted in uniting; under one government, 
peoples living in different climates, and having different pur- 
suits and institutions. It matters not how carefully the limita- 
tions of such a government be laid down in the constitution— 
its success must at least depend upon the good faith of the 
parties to the constitutional compact, in enforcing them. It is 
not in the power of human language, to exelude false infer- 
ences, constructions and perversions, in any constitution; and 
when vast sectional interests are to be subserved, involving the 
appropriation of countless milhons of money, it has not been 
the üsual Papen enee of mankind, that words on parchments 
can arrest power. The constitution of the United States, irre- 
spective of the ini&postion of the states, rested on the assump- 
"tion that power would yield to faith—that integrity would be 
stronger than interest; and that thus, the limitations of the 
constitution, would be observed. The experiment has been 
fairly mdde. The southern states, from the commencement of 
the government, have striven to keep it within the orbit pre- 
scribed by the constitution. The experiment has failed. The 
whole constitution, by the constructions of the northern people, 
has been absorbed by its preamble. In their reckless lust. for 
power, they seem unable to comprehend that seeming para- 
dox—that the more power is given to the general government, 
. the weaker it becomes. Its strength consists in the limitation 
of its agency to objects of common interest to all sections. ` To 
extend the scope of its power over sectional or local interésts; 
. is to raise up.: against it opposition and resistance. `In all such 
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matters, thelgéneral government must necessarily bo a despotism " 
_ because all sectional or local interests must ever be represented E 
by a minority in the councils of the general government—having 
no power to protect itself against the rule of the majority. 
. The majority, constituted from those who do not represent 
- these sectional or local interests, will control and govern them. 
A free people cannot submit to such a government.. And the 
more it enlarges the sphere of its power, the greater must be 
the dissatisfaction it must produce, and the weaker it must 
‘become. On the contrary, the more it abstains from usurped 
. powers, and the more faithfully it adheres to the limitations of 
. the constitution, the stronger it is made. The northern people 
have had neither the wisdom nor the faith to perceive that to - 
observe the limitations of the constitution was the only way to 
its perpetuity. 

Under such a government, there must, of course, be many 
and endless ‘irrepressible conflicts" between the two great sec- 
' tions of the Union. The same faithlessness which has abolished 
the constitution of the United States, will not fail to carry out 
the sectional purposes for which it has been abolished. "There: 
.must be conflict; and the weaker section of the Union can 
only find peace and liberty, in an independence of the North. 
The repeated efforts made by South Carolina in a wise conser- 
vatism, to arrest the progress of the general government in its 
fatal progress to consolidation, have been unsupported, and she _ 
has been denounced as faithless to the obligations of the con- 
stitution, by the very men and states who. were destroying it 


by their usurpations. lt is now too late to reform -or restore . i 


- the government of the United States. All confidence in the: 
. North is lost by the South. The faithlessness of.the North for 
a half century, has opened a gulf of separation between the 
North and the South, which no promises nor engagement can 
fill. ; 
It cannot be believed that our ancestors would have assented 
to any Union whatever with the people of the North, if the 
feelings and opinions now existing amongst them, had existed 
when the constitution was framed. There was then no tariff— 
no fanaticism concerning negroes. . It was the delegates from 
New England;- who proposed in the convention which. framed 
. the constitution to the delegates from South Carolina and 
Georgia, that if they would agree to give Congress the power 
: of regulating commerce by a majority, that they would support 
the extension of the African slave trade for twenty years. 
. African slavery existed in all the states but one. The idea that - 
_ the southern states would be made to: pay.that tribute to their 


. northern: confederates; which they had refused to pay to Great - 
: Britain, or that the institution of ‘African slavery ME be made. 
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the grand basis of a sectional organization of the North to 
rule the South, never crossed the imaginations of our ancestors. 
The union of the constitution was a union .of slaveholding 
states. It rests on slavery by prescribing a representation in 
. Congress for three-fifths. of our slaves. . There is nothing in the 
proceedings of the convention which framed the constitution 
to show that the southern states would have formed any other 
Union; and still less, that they would have-formed a Union with 
more powerful non- slaveholding states, having majority in both 
branches of the legislature of the government. They were 


- guilty of no such folly.. Time and the progress of things have 
` totally altered the relations between the northern and southern 


states, since the Union was established. "That identity of feel- 
ings, interests. and institutions, which once existed is gone. 
They are now divided between agricultural and manufacturing 
and commercial. states, between slaveholding and non- -slave- 
holding stdtes. Their institutions and industrial pursuits have 
made them totally different peoples. That equality in the gov- 
ernment between the two sections of the Union which once 
. existed no longer exists. We but imitate the policy of our 
fathers in dissolving a union with non-slaveholding confeder- 
' ates, and seeking a confederation with slaveholding states. 
Experience has proved that slaveholding states cannot be 
safe in subjection to non-slaveholding states. ‘Indeed, no peo- 
ple'ean ever expect to preserve its rights and liberties, unless 
these be in its own custody. To plunder and .oppress, where 
plunder and oppression can be practiced with: impunity, seems 
to be the natural order of things. .The fairest portions of the 
-world elsewhere, have been turned into wildernesses; and the 
most civilized and prosperous communities have been impov- 
erished and ruined by anti-slavery fanaticism. -The people of 
the North have not left.us in doubt as to. their designs and 
policy. United as a section in the late Presidential election, 


they have elected as.the exponent of their policy, one who has: 
` openly declared that all the states of the United States, must 


‘be made free states or slave..states. It is true, that amongst 
those who ‘aided in his election, there are various shades of 
anti-slavery hostility. But if African slavery in the southern 


states be the evil their political combination affirms it to be, . 


the requisitious of an inexorable logic must lead them to eman- 
 cipation. If it is right to preclude or ‘abolish slavery in a terri- 
tory, why should it be allowed to remainin the states? The one 
_is not at all more unconstitutional than the other according to 
“the decisions of the supreme court of the United States." And 
‘when it is considered ‘that the northern, states will soon’ have 
: the power.to make that court what they: please; and that the 


: constitution never ‘has been any. barrier whatever to their exer- ` 
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cise of power, . what, check can there be in the unrestrained 
- counsels.of the north to emancipation? There is sympathy in 
association which carries men along without principle; but . 
when.there is principle, and that principle is fortified by long 
existing .prejudices and feelings, association is omnipotent in 
party influences. In spite of all disclaimers and professions, 
there can be but one end by the submission of the South tothe 
rule of a sectional anti-slavery government at Washington; - 
~ and that end, directly or indirectly, must be the emancipation 
of the slaves of the South. The hypocrisy of thirty years, the 
faithlessness of their whole course from the commencement of 
-our union with them, show that the people of the non-slave- 
holding North, are not, and cannot be safe associates of the - 
slaveholding South, under a common government. Not only 
- their fanaticism, but their erroneous views of the principles of 
free governments, render it doubtful whether, if separated from ' 
the South, they can maintain a free government amongst them- 
selves. Numbers with them is the great element of free gov- 
ernment. A majority isinfallible and omnipotent. “The right 
divine to rule in kings,” is only. transferred to their majority. 
The very object of all constitutions in tree popular govern- 
ment, is to restrain the majority. Constitutions, therefore, 
according to their theory, must be most unrighteots inventions, - 
_ restricting liberty. None ought to exist; but the body politic 
ought simply to have a political organization, to bring out and ` 
enforce the will of the majority. This theory may be ; harmless 
in a small community, having identity of interests and pur suits; 


but over a Vast state—still more over a vast confederacy, hav- . - 


ing various and conflicting interests and pursuits, itis a remorse- 
less despotism. In resisting it, as applicable to ourselves, we 
are vindicating the: great cause of free government, more 
important pérhaps to the- world, than the existence|of all the 
United States. Nor in resisting. it, do we intend to depart from 
the safe instruméntality, the system. of government we have 


- established with them requires. In separating from them, we. - 


invade no rights,no interest of theirs; we violale no obligation 
or duty to them. ‘As separate independent states in conven- 
tion; we made the constitution of the United States with them; 
and as separate independent states, each state acting for itself, 
we adopted it. . South Carolina acting in her sovereign capa- 
city, now thinks. proper to secede from the Union. She did not 
part with her sovere ignty in adopting the constitution. The - 


last thing a ‘state-can be presumed to have surrendered is- her. : 


b sovereignty—her ‘sovereignty is her life. “Nothing but-a clear 
express grant can alienate it—inferenée is inadmissible—yet 
"it is.hot at all surprising, that those who have construed away 
all the limitations of the constitution, should also by construc- 
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tion, claim the annihilation. of the soverignty of the states— 

having abolished all barriers to their omnipotence by their 

faithless constructions in the operations of the general govern- 
ment, itis most natural that they should endeavor to do the 
same towards us in thestates. The truth is, they having viola- 
ted the express provisions of the constitution, it is at an end ac 

à compact.. It is morally obligatory only on those who choose 
to accept its perverted. terms. South Carolina deeming the 
compact not only violated in. particular features, but vir tually 
abolished by her northern confederates, withdraws herself as a 
party from its obligations. The right to do so is denied by her 

‘northern confederates. They desire to establish a sectional 

despotism, not only omnipotent in Congress, but omnipotent 
over the states; and as if to manifest the imperious necessity 
of our secession, they threaten with the sword to coerce sub- 
mission to their rule. 

Citizens ‘of the slaveholding states of the United States! 

Circumstances beyond our control, have placed us in the van 
of the great controversy between the northern and southern 
states. We would have preferred, that otherstates should have 

assumed the position we now occupy. Independent ourselves, 

we disclaim any design or desire,to lead the councils of the: 

other southern states. Providence has cast our lot together, by 

extending over us an identity of pursuits, interests and institu- 

tions. South Carolinà desires no destiny separated from yours, 
To be one of a great slaveholding confeder acy, stretching its” 

arms over a territory larger than any power in Europe pos- 
sesses—with a population four times greater than that of the 
whole United States, when they achieved their independence 
of the British Empire—with productions, which:make our exis- 
tence more important to the world, than that. of any other peo- 
ple inhabiting its-with common institutions to defend, and 
common dangers to. encounter—we ask your sympathy and 
confederation. Whilst constituting a portion of the United 
States, it has been your statesmanship which has guided it, in * 
its mighty strides to power and expansion. In the field, as in 
the cabinet, you have led the way to its renown and grandeur. 

You have loved the Union, in whose -service your great states- 
men have labored, and your: great soldiers have fought and 
conquered—not for the material benefits it conferred, but with 
the faith of a generous and devoted chivalry.’ You have long 
Jingered in hope over the shatteréd remains of a hroken con- 
stitution. Compromise after compromise, formed by. your con- 
cessions, has been trampled under foot by.your northern con- 
federates; All fraternity of feeling between the North and the 
South is lost, or has.been converted into hate; and we of the 
South are at làst driven together by the stern destiny which 
controls the existence of nations. Your bitter experience of 


$ 1 


the faithlessness and tady of your, northern confederates, 


may have been necessary to evolve those great principles . 


of free government, upon which the liberties. of the world 
depend, and to prepare you for the grand mission of vindicat- 
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ing and re-establishing them. We rejoice that other nations | 


should be .satisfied with their institutions. Contentment is à 
reat element of happiness, with nations as-with ‘individuals. 
e are satisfied with ours; If- they prefer a system of indus- 

`. try, in which capital and labor aré in perpetual conflict —and 

- chronic starvation keeps down the natural increase of popula- 


tion-—and a mah is workéd out in eight years—and the law . 


- ordains that children shall be worked only ten hours a day—and 


the sabre and bayonet are the. instruments of order—be it so. 


At is their affair, not ours. ` We prefer, however, our system of. 


industry, by which labor and capital are idéntified in interest, 
and capital, therefore, protects labor—by which our population. 
doubles évery twenty years—by which starvation is unknown 


Le 


and abundance crowns the land—by which. order is preserved ~ 


by an unpaid police, and many fertile regions of the world, 
where the white man eannot labor, are brought into üseininess 
by the labor of the African, and tlie whole. world is blessed by 
our productions.: All we demand of other peoples is, to be let 
alone, to work out our own high destinies: United together, 
and we must be the most independent, as we are among the 


most important of the nations of the world, United together, - 


and we require no other instrument to conquer peace than our 
-benificent productions. United tegether, and we must be a 


great, free and. prosperous people, whose renown must spread ` 
throughout tbe civilized world, and pass down, we trust, to the - 
.remotest ages. We ask you to join us in forming a. confederacy 


of slaveholding states. 


. REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS 


From the Committee on - Relations with the Slaveholding States, - 


: providing for Commissioners to such States. 


¢ 


"/The committee on “ relations with the slaveholding states of. ` 


North America,” beg leave to report, that they have carefully | 


1 i ! : - 
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eonsidered the three several propositions contained i in the reso- 
lutions referred to them, which were submitted in convention 
by three several members from St. Philip’s and St. Michael's. 
All-the resolutions referred to the committee look to the pur- 


pose of confederate relations with our sister states of the South, 


having common interests with us, and every cause, as we trust, 

to indulge towards us common sympathies and to contract cor- 

dial relations. In such a purpose the committee entirely and 
unanimously concur, and they recommend that every proper 
measure be adopted to accomplish such an end. Upon this 
subject so much unanimity prevails, and ha’ long prevailed in 
this state, tnat an argument thereupon would be “wholly super- 

fuous. All seem to agree that the first step proper to be taken 
for the purpose of promoting and securing the confederation 
we seek, is the appointment of commissioners, by the authority 
of this convention, to such states of the South as may call con- 
ventions to consider and determine their future political rela- 
tions. - 
The committee advise that such steps be taken by this con- 
vention, hoping and believing that our sister states of the South 
will correctly interpret our aetion in taking the initiative as 
arising, by no means, from any presumptuous arrogance, but 
from the advance position which circumstances have given to 
this state in the line of procedure for the great design of main- 
taining the rights, the security and the very existence of the 
slaveholding South. 

It has Bonn a subject of anxious consideration with the com- 
mittee, whether the commissioners, whose appointment they 
recommend, should be instructed to tender any basis of a tem- 
porary or provisional government to the states to which they 
may be accredited. 

The instrument called the constitution of the United States 
of America, has been suggested as a suitable and proper basis 
to be offered for a provisional government. 


This suggestion has been commended to the committee by" 


various considerations, which cannot now be set forth i in full or 
at large. Among these are: 

That the said instrument was the work of minds of the first 
order, in strength and accomplishment. 

That it was most carefully constructed by CO prenenerve 
views and careful examination of details. 

That experience has proved it'to be a good form of govern- 
. ment for those sufliciently virtuous, intelligent and patriotic 
to éause it to be fairly and honestly construed and impartially 
administered. 

That the setiled opinion of this state has never been adverse 
to that plan of government of confederated states on account 
of anything in its structure; but the dissatisfaction is attributa- 


* 


we 
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. ble to the false glosses, and dangerous misinterpretation, and - 


perversion of sundry of its provisions, even to fhe extent, in 
. one particular, of so covering up the real purposes of certain 
legislation, (meant to protect doméstic manufactures in one 
. section), as to estop the supreme court, in its opinion, from 
judicially perceiving the real design. 

That it presents a complete scheme of confederation, capable 
of being speedily put into operation; familiar by long aequain- 


tance with its provisions, and their true import to the people of- 


the South, many of whom are believed to cherish a degree of 
veneration for it, and would. feel safe under it, when in their 
own hands, for interpretation and administration, especially as 
the portions that have been, by perversion, made potent for 


mischief and oppression in the hands of adverse and inimical 


interests, have received a settled construction by the South. 
That a-speedy confederation by the South is desirable in the 
highest degree, which, it is supposed, must be temporary at first, 
(if accomplished as soon as it should be), and no better basis 
than the constitution of the United States is likely to be sug- 
gested or adopted for temporary purposes. 


That the opinions of those to whom it is designed to offer it. - 


would be conciliated by the testimony the very act itself would 
carry, that South Carolina meant to seek no selfish sdvantagen 
nor to indulge the least spirit of dictation. 

'That such form of government is more or less known to 


Europe, and, if adopted, would indicate abroad that the seced- 


ing southern states had the foresight and energy to put into 
operation forthwith a scheme of government and administra- 
tion competent to produce a prompt organization for internal 
necessities, and a sufficient protection of foreign commerce 
directed hither, as well as to guarantee foreign powers in the 
confidence that a new confederacy had immediately: arisen, 
quite adequate to supersede all the evils, internal pus external, 
of a partial or total interregnum. 

That its speedy adoption. would -work happily as a revivify- 
ing agency in matters financial and commercial, between the 
states adopting it, and between them as a united power and 
foreign comercial nations, and at the same time would com- 


bine, , without delay; a power.touching purse and sword, that | 


might bring to a prudent issue the reflections of those who may 
perchance be contemplating an invasion, or to an issue disas-. 
trous to them, the attempted execution of such unholy design. 

Such ‘are some of the considerations, very rapidly stated, 
which address themselves to this subject. `It is contended that 
. some limitation of the power to levy duties, and that to regu- 
late commerce, (and perhaps other provisions of the said con- 
stitution), may be desirable, and are in,fact so,to some of the 
‘committee, yet these modifications may be safely left to a 


* 


- 


142 APPENDIX. 


period when the articles of a permanent government may be 
settled, and that, meantime, the constitution referred to will 
serve the purpose of a temporary confederation, which the 
committee unite in believing ought to be sought, through all 
proper measures, most earnestly. . i 

It is also submitted, that if the tender of the said constitution, 
even as a provisional government, should, in the opinion of the 
convention, be accompanied by a condition that it be subject to 
specific limitations, expositions of ambiguities, or modifications, 
. the committee would respectfully refer to the convention itself 
such matters; and this is done, not because the committee 
would not willingly consider and report upon such subject, but 
because ‘they deem it due to the convention and the public 
interest, that they should now lay before the convention the 
substantial propositions contained in the following resolutions, 
which the majority of the committee recommend to the ‘con- 
vention as fit to be adopted, viz: 

Resolved, First. That this convention do appoint a commis- 
sioner to proceed to each of the slaveholding states that may 
assemble in convention, for the purpose of laying our ordinance 
of secession before the same, and respectfully inviting their 
co-operation in the formation with us of a southern confederacy. 

Second. That our commissioners aforesaid, be further author- 
ized to submit, on our part, the federal constitution, as the basis 
of a provisional government for such states as shall have with- 
drawn from their connection with the government of the Uni- 
ted States of America; Provided, That the said provisional 
government, and the tenures of all officers and appointments 
arising under it, shall cease ánd determine in two years from 
- the Ist day of July next, or when a permanent government 
shall have been organized. 

Third. That the said commissioners be authorized to invite 
the seceding states to meet in convention, at such time and 
place as may be agreed upon, for the purpose of forming and 
` putting in motion such provisional government, and so that the 
said provisional government shall be organized and go into 
eflect at the earliest period previous to the 4th day of March, 
1861, and that the same convention of seceding states shall 
proceed forthwith to consider and propose a constitution and 
plan for a permanent government for such states, which pro- 
posed plan shall be referred back to the several state conven- 
tions for their adoption or rejection. i . 


Fourth. That eight deputies shall be elected by ballot by this 


LÀ 


corivention, who shall be authorized to meet in convention such : 


deputies as may be appointed by the other slaveholding states 
who may secede from the Federal Union, for the’ purpose of 
carrying into effect the foregoing resolutiotis; and that it be 
recommended to the said states that each state be entitled to 


^" " 


APPENDIX. |. 143. 


` one vote in the said convention, upon all questions which may .. 


be voted upon therein;' and that each state send as many depu- 
ties as are equal in number to thenumber of senators ard rep- 


resentatives. to which it was entitled in the Congress of the - 


* 


of the United States. d , 
et ak : D. F. JAMISON, President.. 
Attest: B. F. Arrnur, Clerk." uw s 


CONVENTION OF GEORGIA. 


* 


MirrnEPcEviLLE, January 29th, 1861. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this convention, it is the- 
right and the duty of Georgia to secede from the present Union, 
and to co-operate with such of the other states as have, or shall 
do the same, for the purpose of forming a Southern Confede- 
ration, upon the basis of the constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, That a committee of seventeen be appointed by 
the chair, to report an ordinance to assert the right and fulfil 
the obligation of the State of Georgia, to secede from the 
Union. l 

A true extract from the minutes: 


Attest: A. R. LAMAR, Secretary. 


j 


. AN ORDINANCE | 


To dissolve the Unlon between the State of Georgia and other 


states united with her under a compact of government entitled . .- 


* The Constitution of the United "States of America” 


- . Wr, the people of the State of Georgia, in convention as- 
sembled, do declare and ordain, and it is hereby declared and 
ordained, that the ordinance adopted by the people of the State 
' of Georgia in convention, on the second day of January, in the 
year of our Lord seventeen hundred and eighty-eight, when 
the constitution of the United States of America was assented' 
to, ratified and adopted; and also, all acts and parts of acts of 


wo, 
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the General Assembly of this state, ratifying and xdonins- 
amendments of the said constitution, are hereby repealed, re- 
scinded, and abrogated. ` : 

We do further declare and ordain, that the Union now subsisting 
between the State of Georgia and other states, under the name 
of ‘the ‘United States of America, is hereby dissolved, and that 
the State of Georgia is in the fall possession and exercise of all 
those rights of sovereignty which belong and appertain to a 
free and independent state. 


Attest: l | A. R. LAMAR, Secretary. 


* 


* . CONVENTION OF GEORGIA. 


Miteverviis, January 23d, 1861. 


Resolved, That this convention appoint acommissioner from the 
State of Georgia, to each of the states of Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri and 
Arkansas, to, present to the legislatures or conventions, or in 
the.event neither shall be in session, to the governors of those 
states, the ordinance of secession of Georgia, and to invite 
their co-operation with her, and other seceding states, in the 
formation of a Southern Confederacy. i 

A true extract from the minutes. 

. A. R. LAMAR, Secretary. 


Lrrrie „Rock, Ank., April 3d, 1861. 


i iki eby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the journal 
of the Convention of the State of Arkansas, which assembled 
at the capitol on Monday, the fourth day of Mareh, 1861. 

E. C. BOUDINOT, 
"UD g m . Secretary of the Cenvention. 


